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Study Guide: The Creeds, The Trinity
To study the topic of the Creeds of the faith, consult the paragraphs indicated in the
Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC). Note that the "In Brief" sections may help
answer the questions below.
1. Why did the Church gather her basic beliefs into a series of formulations called
creeds? Why are these creeds sometimes called symbols of faith? (CCC 186-188)

2. How many parts are the creeds divided into? What are they? Why are they called
articles? (CCC 189-191)

3. Read and compare both the Apostles Creed and the Nicene Creed carefully. How
are they the same? How are they different? (CCC following paragraph 184)

4. How important to the Christian faith is the doctrine of the Holy Trinity? In what
sense is the Trinity a mystery of faith? (CCC 232-237)
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5. How is Jesus’ revelation of God as Father different from the revelation of other
religions in the fatherhood of God? How does the Nicene Creed describe the
relationship between the Father and the Son? (CCC 238-242)

6. How is the Holy Spirit revealed as a person instead of as a force? (CCC 243-244)

7. Why does the Latin Church insist that the Spirit proceeds from both the Father and
the Son, rather than from the Father alone as the Orthodox Church believes? (CCC
245-248)

8. How did the Church come to an understanding of God as a Trinity? What words did
it have to invent to articulate this understanding? (CCC 249-252)

9. What does the dogma of the Holy Trinity actually say? (CCC 253-256)

10. The theological term economy means all those works by which God reveals his work
and communicates his life to us (CCC 236). Given that understanding, what is the
ultimate end or objective of the divine economy? (257-260)
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