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“Speak what

Sancta Maria,
Ora Pro Nobis

Fourth Sunday of Lent—April 22, 2018
You Have Seen and Heard!” Fr. Bosco Padamattummal

hapter 4 of the Acts of the Apostles starts out by with wonder and, as Peter preached in such a way as to turn their
telling us that “… as (Peter and John) were attention away from the Apostles to Christ, another five
speaking to the people, the priests and the captain thousand men were added to the congregation that day (Acts
of the temple and the SADDUCEES came upon them, greatly 4:4).
annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming
After spending the night in jail, Peter and John are brought
Jesus’ resurrection from the dead.” It seems that an amazing before the council to explain their actions to the council. We are
thing is happening in the city of Jerusalem. Thousands of people told in 4:7 that this question is asked, "By what power, or by
are turning from their Jewish beliefs to embrace a man named
what name, have
Jesus Christ, Acts 2:41;
you done this?"
Acts 4:4. Of course, this is
Friends, that was the
upsetting to the leaders of
wrong question to
the Jewish people. Two of
ask a Spirit-filled
the ringleaders Peter and
preacher,
an
John are arrested, 4:3, and
uneducated
called to give account for
fisherman! That
their actions and for the
question opened the
radical, new message they
door for Peter to
are preaching. To fully
preach a fresh
understand these verses, we
message to these
need to look back for just a
Jewish leaders. It
moment. In chapter 3, Peter
was a message all
and John were going up into
about a man named
the Temple to worship at
Jesus. The name of
the time of the evening
Jesus is a name that
sacrifice, about 3 PM. As
thrills the souls of
they were passing through
the believer. A name
Sts. Peter and John Heal the Lame Man by Nicholas Poussin, 1655, Metropolitan Museum of Art.
the Beautiful Gate, they met
at which the devil
a crippled man who had been laying there so that he might beg trembles, a name that gains man access to the God of Glory, a
for some coins from the people who were headed to the Temple name that moves mountains, a name that opens the door to the
to worship. Instead of giving this man a few coins and passing blessings of God, a name that is above every name, a name that
right on by, Peter takes him by the hand and heals him in the causes sinners to bow in repentance. Jesus Christ means
name of Jesus. When the people, who knew this was the lame "Anointed One". This name identifies Jesus as the Messiah. He
man, see him leaping and jumping and praising God, they gather is seen as the fulfillment of all the promises of the Old
and inquire as to what is going on. Peter seizes this opportunity Testament. He is: Genesis - The Seed of the Woman, Exodus to tell them about Jesus. While he is preaching, the leaders of the The Passover Lamb, Leviticus - The High Priest, Deuteronomy people, the Sanhedrin, come on the scene to see what is this all Prophet like unto Moses, 1 Samuel - The Faithful Priest, 1
about. When they hear Peter preaching about that Jesus Whom Chronicles - The Ark of the Covenant, Nehemiah - The
they had crucified, they are furious. When they hear that Peter is Awesome God, Psalms - King of Glory, Ecclesiastes - The
claiming that this Jesus arose from the dead, they are absolutely Giver of Life and Breath, Isaiah - The Suffering Servant,
furious and they arrest the two preachers. The people were filled Jeremiah - The Lord our Righteousness.
Continued on page 2
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 Fourth Sunday of Easter 

PARISH CALENDAR
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., APRIL 21

EASTER WEEKDAY/BVM/St. Anselm
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: INT: Burnett Family
[Noreen Burnett]

Acts 9:31-42/Jn 6:6069 (278)

SUN., APRIL 22
Acts 4:8-12/1 Jn 3:1-2/
Jn 10:11-18(50) Pss IV

MON., APRIL 23
Acts 11:1-18/Jn 10:110 (279)

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: Frank Tomko
[Greg and Laurie Sanders]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: For the People
12 pm Holy Communion Class
EASTER WEEKDAY/Sts. George and Adalbert
12:10 pm Mass: Blake Eshenroder
[Janet and Bill Shurtliff]
3:30 pm Religious Education—PC
7:00 pm Evangelization Team Meeting—FFH

TUES., APRIL 24 EASTER WEEKDAY/St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen
8:30 am Mass: Bernita Aiuto
[Mary Price]

Acts 11:19-26/Jn
10:22-30 (280)

WED., APRIL 25

ST. MARK
8:30 am Mass: Mabel Millenbach, 10th Anniversary
[The Achtenberg Family]

1 Pt 5:5b-14/Mk
16:15-20(555) Pss
Prop)

THU., APRIL 26

EASTER WEEKDAY
8:30 am Mass: Anita Dubois
[Noreen Burnett]

Acts 13:13-25/Jn 13:1620 (282)

FRI., APRIL 27 EASTER WEEKDAY
8:30 am Mass: INT: Erin Hawley and Health of her
Twins
[Noreen Burnett]

Acts 13:26-33/Jn 14:16 (283)

SAT., APRIL 28

EASTER WEEKDAY/BVM/Sts. Peter Chanel &
Louis de Montfort
Acts 13:44-52/Jn 14:7- 9:00 am Confirmation Interviews–FFH
14 (284)
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Bernita Aiuto
[Dennis and Debbie Herrst]
SUN., APRIL 29
Acts 9:26-31/1 Jn
3:18-24/Jn 15:1-8 (53)
Pss

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: Frank Tomko
[The Achtenberg Family]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: For the People

Please Pray for:

Rosemary Hamilton
Herman Hessling
Betsy Kripas
Chris McClorey
‘Mike’

Isabelle Money
Jeff Nagy
Heidi O’Neal
Susan Rubal
Betty Walkowe
Eddie Walz

NEED HELP?
ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: Right-to-Life MI Hotline 1-80057WOMAN or visit www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays & Sundays at 7:00 pm in the Emanuel church
kitchen.

“PROJECT RACHEL” (post-abortion reconciliation and healing) Call
the confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

“COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support
group for those struggling with same sex attraction.

“ENCOURAGE” is a separate support group for the families and friends
of “Courage” clients. Call 517-342-2596

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI
Fr. Bosco’s article continued from page 1

There is a parallel between the persecution of Jesus upon the
healing of a man ‘blind from birth’ (John 9:1), and the persecution
of Peter and John upon the healing of a man ‘lame from his
mother's womb’ (Acts 3:2). There was a division of opinion about
Jesus on both occasions (John 10:20-21; Acts 4:21). It was the
content of this preaching, as much as anything else, which had
aroused the anger of the Temple authorities. Peter and John were
arrested and spent the night in prison (Acts 4:3). The next day the
two Apostles were brought before the Sanhedrin (Acts 4:5) - the
same court which had arraigned Jesus and handed Him over to the
Romans to be crucified. The high priests Annas and Caiaphas were
there (Acts 4:6), who had both figured in the trial of Jesus. Now
Peter and John were being called to account for the healing of a
lame man, and for preaching in Jesus’ resurrection from the dead.
Jesus told His disciples, ‘The servant is not greater than his
Lord’ (John 13:16). ‘If they persecuted Me, they will persecute
you’ (John 15:20).‘And when they bring you to trial before rulers
and powers, don’t worry about what you should say, for the Holy
Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say’ (Luke
12:11-12). ‘For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father
who speaks in you’ (Matthew 10:20). This accounts for the change
in Peter, who had gone from a quivering mess at the time of Jesus’
crucifixion, to the rock-like character portrayed in the name which
Jesus had given him (cf. Matthew 16:18).
Filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 4:8), Peter first pointed out the
absurdity of bringing men to trial because of an evident healing
(Acts 4:9). Then he accused his accusers of crucifying Jesus and
proclaimed that the lame man stood before them healed exactly
because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ (Acts 4:10)! Peter
reminded them of a song that would have been on their lips at the
time of the festival: “The stone which you builders rejected has
become the head stone of the corner,” (Acts 4:11; cf. Psalm 118:22).
Confronting the council with their guilt in rejecting Jesus, Peter
again used the healing as an opportunity to proclaim the much fuller
salvation which is found in the Savior’s name (Acts 4:12). The court
was astonished at the courage of Peter and John. These two men
had not been to any of their Rabbinic schools of theology, yet stood
before them courageously with the proof of the healed lame man.
Peter and John were sent away while the court deliberated (Acts
4:13-15). The fact of the matter is that Peter and John's would-be
accusers could do nothing. The miracle was undeniable. So they
warned Peter and John not to preach any more in the name of Jesus
(Acts 4:16-18). The Apostles' response set a precedent in civil and
ecclesiastical disobedience: ‘Whether it is right in the sight of God
to listen to you more than to God, you judge. For we cannot but
speak the things which we have seen and heard’ (Acts 4:19-20).
This is the third time that Peter has used the formula, “Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God has raised
from the dead” (Acts 2:23; Acts 3:15; Acts 4:10). Dear brothers and
sisters there is a connection between healing, salvation, and Jesus’
resurrection, for there is no other name under heaven given to us,
whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

For more news and events in the area, please visit our website: stmarymanchester.org

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI

Parish Family Birthdays
April 22....Maxwell Punches
April 23....Elise Kueffner
April 23....Marjorie Scully
April 24....Lorri McConnell
April 24....Bill Shurtliff
April 25....Jonathon Dobis
April 25....Dianne Schwab
April 26....James Bauer
April 26....Luke Chisnell
April 26....Judith Sahakian
April 27....Scott Kueffner

Altar Flowers

for the week of
SUNDAY, APRIL 22ND

 Fourth Sunday of Easter 
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Small Cross . . . . . Powerful Message
For years, the Knights of Columbus have been successfully
helping homeowners spread Christianity in the Manchester
and Saline areas by placing simple white crosses on their
lawns and in their gardens. These simple crosses are visible
signs, to everyone who passes our way, of our faith in Jesus.
The Knights are continuing to make these crosses. Crosses
can be purchased at the Flower Garden in Manchester for a
donation of $5.00.
Go and Announce the Gospel

In memory of all souls in
This weekend is our Diocesan Services Appeal Commitment
Purgatory, especially St. Mary’s Weekend. I invite all members of our parish community to
deceased family members.
join in support of our annual appeal. Our parish goal is
sponsored by
Claudia Damian

Sanctuary
Lamps
are burning this week for:
1) Jack VanRiper, an
anniversary remembrance
(Alice Kidd, your niece )

$26,233. No gift is too small… every dollar donated helps
those in our parish and in our unified efforts in the wider
church. Further, one-half of all paid contributions received,
over and above our parish goal, will be returned to our
parish for our local use here at St. Mary’s.
You can submit your DSA pledge envelope during Mass this
weekend - or take your DSA envelope home, prayerfully
consider your gift decision. Those paying by cash or check
are invited to return your completed pledge form, in the
DSA envelope, to our parish office. Those who wish to pay
by credit card or electronic funds transfer may enter your
gift online at www.dioceseoflansing.org/dsa. I encourage
every one of our parish households to reflect on the many
blessings we have received from the Lord and share these
blessings through a generous gift to our DSA.
May, Month of the Rosary

Praying the Rosary ~ May is the month of the Blessed
Virgin Mary and we will be reciting the Rosary 30 minutes
before each of the weekend Masses. Would you like to be a
leader for one or more of these recitations? If so, call Marja
"I’ve noticed that everyone Warner at 734-428-9506 by Wednesday, May 1st and let her
who is for abortion has
know. Thank you for your consideration.
already been born."

Ronald Reagan

A R E A

Help Your Kids Get Love Right—You and your child are invited
to a LoveEd workshop on Sunday, April 29th at St. Andrew
Catholic Church in Saline. The 9-11 year old session will be after
the 9 AM Mass, from 10:10 AM to 12:10 PM, while the 11-14
year-old session will be after the 5:30 PM Mass, 6:45-8:45 PM.
Register at www.StAndrewSaline.org/Family If you have any
questions, please contact Dominic Bruno 734-429-1152 or
grow@standrewsaline.org,
We Will Know a New Freedom —A Woman’s 12 Step AA
Retreat at Transformations Spirituality Center, 3427 Gull Road,
Kalamazoo, MI, Friday, April 27th - Sunday, April 29th. Led by
Karen Anne Jackson, CSC, an experienced 12 Step AA retreat
facilitator. Registration is $235, and includes two nights lodging,
meals from Saturday breakfast to Sunday breakfast, and
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2018 DSA Prayer
Loving and gracious God, we
praise you and we thank you
for the bountiful gifts that
you have bestowed upon us.
Instill in us the courage to
“Go and Announce the
Gospel of the Lord.”
Help us to understand that
we are called to discipleship,
to grow actively in faith and
to go and share the good
news with the world.
Please bless our unified
efforts and help us to bring
Christ’s love to all we
encounter.
Give us the grace to be
generous in our support of
the Diocesan Services
Appeal, so that we may
faithfully participate as
missionary disciples in the
work of Your Holy Church.

Amen.
St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY COLLECTION
Sunday, April 8, 2018
Sunday Envelopes........... $5,573.00
Loose Cash & Checks........ $327.00
Welcome Envelopes ........... $115.00
Easter ................................ $135.00
Weekly toward budget..... $6,150.00
Weekly goal .................... $5,300.00
Amt. ABOVE goal ............. $850.00
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Building and Maintenance. $250.00
Poor Box.............................. $14.00
Votive Candles..................... $45.00

retreat. TransformationsCenter.org or call (269) 381-6290 x327.
Training for Sidewalk Counselors the next training by Sidewalk
Advocates for life is Saturday May 5th in Saline. Cost is $15/$10
for students including manual and lunch. For more info contact
Paul at 734-944-7790 or saflannarbor@gmail.com Learn more
about SAFL at sidewalkadvocates.org
Seeking Receptionist for St. John the Baptist Catholic Church,
Ypsilanti ½ to full time. Some duties include overseeing office
functions, coordinating lay minister volunteer schedules,
sacramental record keeping, bulletin editing, and pastor’s
calendar. Serve as the “public face” of the parish. Must be a
practicing Catholic; detail oriented, MS Office, Publisher, and
computer proficient. College preferred. Resume may be emailed
to: gwendamayes@gmail.com

