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Third Sunday of Lent—April 15, 2018
the Resurrection Experience?” Fr. Bosco Padamattummal

some point we have to move from the event of
the Resurrection to experiencing the Resurrection.
Experiencing resurrected life begins with recognizing the risen
Christ among us. That is the gift of Easter and it is also the
difficulty and challenge described in today’s Gospel. Cleopas
and his companion are telling the other disciples how Jesus
appeared to them on the road to Emmaus when Jesus, again,
shows up out of nowhere, interrupting their conversation.
“Peace be with you,” He says. They see Him, they hear His
voice, but they don’t recognize Him. They “thought that they
were seeing a ghost.” They know Jesus was crucified, died,
and was buried. Though Jesus had predicted His death and
also the resurrection a few times before His death; their
messianic theology has no place for suffering, death and
resurrection - they were thinking only of a conquering
messiah. So when He died they gave a proper burial for their
master whom they loved, Jesus’ dead body was wrapped in
fine linen and spices. They know dead men don’t come back
to life. So this can only be a ghost, a spirit without a body.
How can a man come to a room which is locked – only ghosts
can do that. This sort of a natural reaction has happened before
when Jesus was walking on the water. They said “it is a ghost
who can walk on water!’ The tomb is open but their minds are
closed.

They are unable to recognize the holiness that stands
among them. They already heard from the woman who came
to report the tomb empty, they met the angel who told them
that Jesus is risen but it does not look like they believed it. First
of all, women’s testimony was not accepted in court in that
society. Resurrected life can never be comprehended,
contained, or controlled by human thought or understanding.
Jesus’ resurrection compels us to step outside our usual human
understandings of reality and enter into the divine reality.
That new reality of this Gospel begins with touching and
seeing the flesh and bones, hands and feet, and broiled fish that
He ate. Jesus said to His disciples, “Look at my hands and my
feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does
not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” Then, “He
showed them His hands and His feet.” After this He ate a piece
of broiled fish in their presence. The very same flesh and
bones, the very same hands and feet, appeared to Cleopas and
his companion on the road to Emmaus and then “vanished
from their sight” (Luke 24:31), and now show up
unannounced and unexpected in the midst of their
conversation with others. Jesus’ hands and feet, His flesh and
bones, passed through walls and locked doors. The resurrected
life of Christ, it seems, is revealed in and through the created
order. It is not, however, bound by the created order. Rather,

Continued on page 2

Youth Group Hosts Egg Hunt
Youth Group members Sam Kominars, Sully Flaherty, William Nashif, Natasha Kominars and Celeste Sangster spent Holy Saturday morning
filling Easter eggs. (1) Eden Bourland searches for eggs after Easter Sunday Mass. (2) Fr. Bosco with the Youth Group and egg hunters. (3)
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PARISH CALENDAR
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., APRIL 14
Acts 6:1-7/Jn 6:16-21
(272)

EASTER WEEKDAY
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Bernita Aiuto
[Doris Eisenhauer]

SUN., APRIL 15

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: Gerald Damian
[Claudia Damian]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: For the People
MON., APRIL 16
EASTER WEEKDAY
Acts 6:8-15/Jn 6:22-29 12:10 pm Mass: Bernita Aiuto
(273)
[Jim and Ella Landini]
1:00 pm Funeral Visitation Group—FFH
3:30 pm Religious Education—PC
7:15 pm Bible Study—FFH
Acts 3:13-15, 17-19/1
Jn 2:1-5a/Lk 24:35-48
(47) Pss III

TUES., APRIL 17 EASTER WEEKDAY
8:30 am Mass: Joseph Fitzgerald
[Pete and Inge Roncoli]

Acts 7:51—8:1a/Jn
6:30-35 (274)

WED., APRIL 18
Acts 8:1b-8/Jn 6:35-40
(275)

THU., APRIL 19
Acts 8:26-40/Jn 6:44-51
(276)

FRI., APRIL 20
Acts 5:34-42/Jn 6:1-15
(271)

EASTER WEEKDAY
8:30 am Mass: Florence Remski
[Frank and Cindy Remski and Family]
7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal—Choir Loft
EASTER WEEKDAY
8:30 am Mass: INT: Erin Hawley and the Good Health
of her Twins
[Noreen Burnett]
EASTER WEEKDAY
8:30 am Mass: Bernita Aiuto
[Pete and Inge Roncoli]

SAT., APRIL 21

EASTER WEEKDAY/BVM/St. Anselm
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: INT: Burnett Family
[Noreen Burnett]

SUN., APRIL 22

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: Frank Tomko
[Greg and Laurie Sanders]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: For the People

Acts 9:31-42/Jn 6:6069 (278)

Acts 4:8-12/1 Jn 3:1-2/
Jn 10:11-18 (50) Pss
IV

”Pray that America will wake up to the tragedy of
children being killed through abortion every day in
this nation."
Franklin Graham
NEED HELP?
ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: Right-to-Life MI Hotline 1-80057WOMAN or visit www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays & Sundays at 7:00 pm in the Emanuel church
kitchen.

“PROJECT RACHEL” (post-abortion reconciliation and healing) Call
the confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

“COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support
group for those struggling with same sex attraction.

“ENCOURAGE” is a separate support group for the families and friends
of “Courage” clients. Call 517-342-2596

For more news and events in the area, please visit our
website: stmarymanchester.org

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI
Fr. Bosco’s article continued from page 1

the resurrected body and life of Christ unite the visible and invisible,
matter and spirit, humanity and divinity. On the one hand Jesus has
a real body. On the other hand it is not subject to the natural laws of
time and space. It’s not one or the other. It’s both. It is a new and
different reality.
The resurrected life of Christ reveals that all creation and every
one of us are filled with God, holiness, and divinity. Nothing can
bind or supersede the grace that is given to us through resurrection:
unconditional love, unconditional forgiveness, unconditional life.
That is, I think, one of the most difficult things for us to see, believe,
and live. It is, however, the divine reality into which we are invited,
not at some future time and place but here and now.
Christ our God longs and desires to open our minds to
understand the scriptures, to understand all that has been written,
spoken, and revealed about Him in whatever form and whatever has
happened. That’s what Jesus did for the disciples and it’s what He
does for us. This is not an academic or intellectual understanding.
That the disciples are witnesses does not mean they now have all the
answers. It means they now have the life Jesus wants to give them.
They are witnesses based not on what they know, but on who they
are, how they live, and their relationship with the risen Christ. This
is not a rejection of the natural order. It is allowing the natural order
to open to and reveal something more. That’s what happened for the
disciples with Jesus’ hands and feet, with His flesh and bones, and
the broiled fish. They saw and recognized something about Jesus,
and in so doing they saw and recognized something about
themselves; holiness. It happens for us too.
Dear brothers and sisters, Christ is calling us to see and
recognize Him, to join Him, and to discover our new life. This is the
authentic self we long to become, the self that we already are, and
the self we are becoming. This is resurrected life. Let’s not lose this
moment. Let’s not put this text behind us. It is much too easy to
come here each Sunday, listen to the Gospel and to carry this text
with you over the next week. Let it open your eyes, your heart, and
your mind to the life Christ is offering you. Let it be the voice of
Christ opening your mind to understand. Sit with it. Pray with it.
Wrestle with it. Trust it. “You are witnesses of these things,” He
says to us as He said to His disciples. Tell it. Live it. Become it. The
resurrected life is yours. You are witnesses. 

Sanctuary
Lamps
are burning this week for:
1) Christine Marie Hessling
(The Hessling Family )
2) Kadar Kondombo,
Uncle of Scott & Sylvie Strong
(Donna Hnizdor )

St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY COLLECTION
Sunday, April 1, 2018
Sunday Envelopes........... $3,780.00
Loose Cash & Checks........ $567.00
Welcome Envelopes............. $83.00
Kids envelopes....................... $5.00
Easter ............................. $2,381.00
Weekly toward budget .... $6,816.00
Weekly goal .................... $5,300.00
Amt. ABOVE goal.......... $1,516.00
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Building and Maintenance. $345.00
Poor Box ............................. $27.50
Votive Candles..................... $15.00

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI
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Parish Family Birthdays
April 17 .....Evan Kueffner
April 18 .....Tina Doyle
April 20 ...Kate Pohs
April 20 ...Alexandra Tistle
April 20 ...Chelsea Tistle
April 20 ...Paul Tistle

Altar Flowers

for the week of
SUNDAY, APRIL 15TH

For our Mother,
Klara Lamparter,
A Birthday Remembrance
sponsored by
Inge and Pete Roncoli
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Holy Week Collections
A special thank you to the entire Parish family for continued generosity toward those in
need. The Holy Thursday collection was to help fund the purchase of a car for a Parish
family member in dire need of transportation. The amount collected was $2429.00. With
prior donations, we are proud to announce that that we will be able to provide the family
with a check for $3,000.
The Good Friday collection for the Holy Land raised $647.00.
Small Cross . . . . . Powerful Message
For years, the Knights of Columbus have been successfully helping homeowners spread
Christianity in the Manchester and Saline areas, by placing simple white crosses on their
lawns and in their gardens. These simple crosses are visible signs, to everyone who passes
our way, of our faith in Jesus. The Knights are continuing to make these crosses. Crosses can
be purchased at the Flower Garden in Manchester for a donation of $5.00.
Choir Rehearsal
The next Adult Choir rehearsal will be Wednesday, April 18th at 7:00 pm in the choir loft.
Spring Cleaning
Though the winter seems to be lingering on, it is time to think about cleaning the cemetery.
Please remove any grave decorations no later than Saturday, April 21st.
Get Ready for DSA Weekend

Please Pray for:

Rosemary Hamilton
Herman Hessling
Betsy Kripas
Chris McClorey
‘Mike’
Isabelle Money
Jeff Nagy
Heidi O’Neal
Susan Rubal
Eddie Walz

“Go and Announce the Gospel of the Lord” is the theme of our 2018 Diocesan Services
Appeal. It reminds us that each of us is called to discipleship. Supporting the DSA is one way
to share our blessings and the Good News with the world.
Next weekend all parishes throughout our diocese will conduct Commitment Weekend for
our Diocesan Services Appeal. This is when we will be asking each member of St. Mary
Parish to consider a generous gift to DSA. Our parish goal of $26,233 can be reached if each
one of us shares a portion of the many blessings God has bestowed upon us. Please
prayerfully consider how you or your family will respond to this call to carry on Christ’s
work in our community. Additionally, letters with DSA brochures were mailed to each
family this week.
A R E A
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Marriage Enrichment Opportunity for meaningful time away
with your spouse. Enrich your marriage and your Catholic faith
by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend April
13th-15th in Holly, or April 27th-29th in Troy. Contact Andrew
& Alaina Wollner at 734-531-9191 for more info and apply
online at www.wwme.org.
Lansing area Annual Senior Day of Reflection - This I Know
For Sure… Thursday, April 19th at St. Francis Retreat Center,
DeWitt. Coffee Hour begins at 9:30am the program begins
at 10:00am, followed by Mass, lunch and a second presentation.
Seating is limited. Registration and payment of $18 are due
Wednesday, April 11th. To register, please visit www.stfrancis.ws
St. Elizabeth Rosary Altar Society in Tecumseh is sponsoring
their 12th Annual Mom2Mom Sale Saturday, April 21st in the
Parish Center 9:00 am-1:00 pm. Table rentals are available for
$10 each with a large item area available. Refreshments will be
available. Admission/donation is $1.00 per adult and children 12
and under are free. For details call Nance Schlanderer (517) 4236003 or (517)-281-1051. Or email sade541@comcast.net

Catholic Summer Camp—Looking to spark the faith of your
children or grandchildren while they have a blast at the same
time? Check out Camp Sancta Maria located in Gaylord,
Michigan. We are a Catholic camp that provides fun experiences
in a technology-free zone (and they won’t even miss their cell
phones!) while immersed in a faith-filled environment. We offer
separate camping experiences for boys and girls that include
daily Mass, horseback riding, swimming, archery, various sports,
high and low ropes, campfires, crafts and more. Check us out at
www.CampSanctaMaria.org or call (248) 822-8199.
Help Your Kids Get Love Right—You and your child are invited
to a LoveEd workshop on Sunday, April 29th at St. Andrew
Catholic Church in Saline. The 9-11 year old session will be after
the 9 AM Mass, from 10:10 AM to 12:10 PM, while the 11-14
year-old session will be after the 5:30 PM Mass, 6:45-8:45 PM.
Register at www.StAndrewSaline.org/Family If you have any
questions, please contact Dominic Bruno 734-429-1152 or
grow@standrewsaline.org,

