Reverend Fr. Bosco Padamattummal, Administrator
Deacon Dennis Walters

210 West Main Street, Manchester, MI 48158
Phone: (734) 428-8811
Email: stmarymanchester@gmail.com
Website: stmarymanchester.org
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:30 am and 10:30 am

Sancta Maria,
Ora Pro Nobis

“Let Him Resurrect in Your Heart!”
Today, we celebrate the glorious resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead. The hours after the death of Jesus
were a hopeless time for His disciples and for the others
who followed Him. They expected great things from
Jesus: they had placed all their faith and their hopes in
Him, they believed that He was the long-awaited Messiah
Who would deliver them from their Roman oppressors.
They got these ideas from Jesus Himself because He
told them that He was the Son of God, the Messiah; that
He would bring salvation to the world. He showed them,
in 3 years of public life, all kinds of signs to prove that He
is the fulfillment of the prophecies: giving sight to the
blind, feeding the hungry, casting out demons. Yet, just a
few days ago, many of His followers watched Him die a
horrible death on a Roman cross. Others saw His body
anointed with spices, wrapped in linen, and sealed in a
tomb. It was over. He was dead. He was gone. And, all
their hopes had been buried with Him. It was a time of
hopelessness, of shattered dreams, of broken hearts and
utter sadness.
I want you to see that in this most extreme case of
hopeless criminal death, our God proves Himself to be
more than adequate. Let’s watch Him as He teaches us
once again that there is hope for the difficult times in our
life, there is hope for new life from this natural and
miraculous evidence of Our Lord’s resurrection.
This passage opens with a group of brokenhearted
women moving through the stillness of an early Jerusalem
morning. They are on their way to visit the tomb of Joseph
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of Arimathaea where Jesus is buried. Mark’s Gospel gives
us a little more insight into their mission that morning. He
says, they “had brought sweet spices, that they might
come and anoint Him.” When Jesus died on the cross,
Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathaea anointed the body
with spices and ointments, and wrapped it in linen cloths
before placing it in Joseph’s tomb, John 19:38-42. These
women now make their way to a tomb to finish preparing
the body of the man they called Lord for burial. The
women have no hope. Jesus is dead, and as far as they are
concerned, nothing will ever change that. But these
women simply want to do what they can for the Lord.
They wanted to make sure that He has a proper burial. So,
their mission is a sad one, because they genuinely loved
the man in the tomb. He had blessed their lives. He had
taught them truth. Their lives were vastly better off
because they had spent time with Jesus. In the case of
Mary Magdalene, the Man in the tomb had radically
changed her life – He had delivered her from bondage to
devils. On their way, they were worried also about who
would roll the stone away from the tomb and worried
about what kind of troubles the Roman soldiers who
guard the tomb would create.
When this little group of sad woman arrived at the
tomb, nothing was as they expected it to be. They
expected to find a tranquil cemetery. Instead, they found
an angel with news from Heaven about the tomb and the
Continued on page 2
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PARISH CALENDAR
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., MARCH 31 HOLY SATURDAY
1:00 pm Easter Basket Blessing—Church
9:00 pm Vigil Mass: INT: Erin Hawley and the good
health of her twins
[Noreen Burnett]

Vigil: Gn 1:1—2:2 or
1:1, 26-31a/Gn 22:118 or 22:1-2, 9a, 1013, 15-18/Ex 14:15—
15:1/Is 54:5-14/Is
55:1-11/Bar 3:9-15,
32—4:4/Ez 36:16-17a,
18-28/Rom 6:3-11/Mk
16:1-7 (41) Pss Prop

SUN., APRIL 1

EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION
8:30 am Mass: Bernita Aiuto
[Robert and Pamela Preston]
10:30 am Mass: For the People
Youth Group Easter Egg Hunt—On Church Lawn
following 10:30 am Mass
MON., APRIL 2
MONDAY IN THE OCTAVE OF EASTER
No Mass Today in Manchester
Acts 2:14, 22-33/Mt
28:8-15 (261) Pss Prop 3:30 pm Religious Education—PC
Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Col
3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b8/Jn 20:1-9 (42) or Mk
16:1-7 (41) Pss Prop

TUES., APRIL 3
Acts 2:36-41/Jn 20:1118 (262) Pss Prop

WED., APRIL 4
Acts 3:1-10/Lk 24:1335 (263) Pss Prop

THU., APRIL 5
Acts 3:11-26/Lk 24:3548 (264) Pss Prop

FRI., APRIL 6
Acts 4:1-12/Jn 21:1-14
(265) Pss Prop

SAT., APRIL 7
Acts 4:13-21/Mk 16:915 (266) Pss Prop

SUN., APRIL 8
Acts 4:32-35/1 Jn 5:16/Jn 20:19-31 (44) Pss
Prop

TUESDAY IN THE OCTAVE OF EASTER
No Mass Today in Manchester
WEDNESDAY IN THE OCTAVE OF EASTER
No Mass Today in Manchester
7:00 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting—FFH
THURSDAY IN THE OCTAVE OF EASTER
8:30 am Mass: INT: Noreen Burnett
[Noreen Burnett]
FRIDAY IN THE OCTAVE OF EASTER
8:30 am First Friday Mass: Anita Dubois
[Noreen Burnett]
9:00 am Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament
8:00-9:00 pm Confession
10:00 pm Benediction
SATURDAY IN THE OCTAVE OF EASTER
8:30 am First Saturday Mass: INT: Jesse and Jason
Johnson, Happy Birthday
[Grandma Patricia Shafer]
10:00 am-12:00 pm First Communion Retreat—FFH
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: INT: Anna Muldoon
[John and Tina Doyle and Family]
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: Frank Tomko
[Jeff and Connie Schaffer]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: For the People
Coffee Hour following each
Sunday Mass
1:00 pm Hour of Divine Mercy—Church

NEED HELP?
ALTERNATIVES TO ABORTION: Right-to-Life MI Hotline 1-80057WOMAN
Or visit www.optionline.org

“AA” group meets Fridays & Sundays at 7:00 pm in the Emanuel church
kitchen.

“PROJECT RACHEL” (post-abortion reconciliation and healing) Call the
confidential phone line: 517-993-0291 or email nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

“COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support group
for those struggling with same sex attraction.

“ENCOURAGE” is a separate support group for the families and friends of
“Courage” clients. Call 517-342-2596
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man Who had been buried there. It looked like there was an
earthquake and they saw a group of Roman soldiers lying around
the tomb, passed out on the ground. This angelic messenger took
care of two major problems for these ladies by removing the two
greatest physical fears they had as they made their way to the tomb.
1. He Removed the Stone - They knew that Nicodemus and
Joseph had sealed the mouth of the tomb with a giant round stone
the day they had buried Jesus. One problem taken care of! 2. He
Removed the Soldiers - Another problem they faced was a
company of Roman soldiers Pilate had sent to guard the tomb.
Apparently, the Jewish religious leaders and been listening to what
Jesus had preached. He said that He would be crucified, be buried,
and that He would rise from the dead three days later. So, the Jews
went to Pilate and asked him to secure the tomb. They didn’t
believe that Jesus would rise from the dead, but they did believe that
His disciples would steal the body and tell everyone that He had
come back from the dead. All of this is detailed in Mt 27:62-66. But,
when the angel showed up, these hardened Roman troops fainted
and fell to the ground as if they were dead men. Another obstacle
removed
The angel did more than just take care of some physical
obstacles. He also shared some much-needed spiritual truth. The
next words from the mouth of the angel must have struck the hearts
of those shocked women like a bolt of lightning. He said, “Yes,
Jesus died on the cross three days ago, but He is not here: for He is
risen, as He said.” The angel invites the women to “Come, see the
place where the Lord lay.” They are invited to walk into the tomb
and see for themselves that Jesus is gone. The important thing here
is that the tomb is empty. That tomb was used, but only for three
days, because the man Who was buried there got up and walked
out. That single announcement, “He is not here for He is risen,”
changed everything forever. His death on the cross paid the price for
sin, but His resurrection from the dead provided eternal life for all. If
you are looking for a reason to rejoice, then rejoice in the fact that
God loved you so much that He gave up His only begotten Son to
be your Savior on the cross.
My friends, we have every reason in the world to worship Him
today. Think of it! He came into this world as a baby: God was
made flesh and lived among us, “And the Word was made flesh and
dwelt among us.” He laid aside heavenly glory and riches to live in
poverty, so that we, through Him, might be rich, 2 Cor 8:9. He
suffered a horrible death so that our sins could be forgiven and so
we could be saved, Is 53:4-6; Rom 10:9; 13. He rose from the dead
to give us eternal life, 1 Cor 15:20-23. He ascended into Heaven to
prepare a place for us, Acts 1:9-10; John 14:1-3. One day He is
coming to get us to take us home, 1 Thes 4:16-18.
What began as a morning of sadness and sorrow was
transformed into a morning of joy, praise, peace, and salvation. The
women who went to that tomb so defeated and broken left there
excited and filled with the joy of the Lord. That’s the power of His
resurrection. Today would be a good day for the lost soul to come to
Christ. He died to save us and He rose again to give us eternal life.
Come to Him and let Him resurrect our hearts and give us new life
in Him! 
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FIRST FRIDAY
FIRST
FRIDAY
Praying for Mercy
ADORATION
ADORATION
of the
the Most
of
Most
Good Friday, March 30th is the first day of the Divine Mercy
BLESSED
BLESSED
Novena. The devotion culminates on Divine Mercy Sunday,
SACRAMENT
SACRAMENT
April 8th.
Easter Egg Hunt
Easter Sunday, April 1st the Youth Group will have an Easter
Egg Hunt on the church lawn after 10:30 am Mass. Please plan
to stay for the fun. Please contact Monica Kominars if you
would like to help 517-240-4092.
Adoration

APRIL 6TH
9:00 am until
Benediction
at 10:00 pm
(Confessions heard 8-9 pm)

** FIRST SATURDAY
MASS at 8:30 am **

COFFEE HOUR
SUNDAY, APRIL
8TH
Sponsored by Amazing
Greys. To be a
sponsor,

This Friday, April 6th, is first Friday and our monthly
opportunity to spend time before the Lord in Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament. Exposition will immediately follow First
Friday Mass and end with Benediction at 10 pm. You can also
take advantage of the Five First Saturdays by attending Mass at
8:30 am on Saturday, April 7th.
First Communion Retreat
Saturday, April 7th, is the First Communion Retreat.
Children preparing to receive Holy Communion will gather at
10:00 am in the Fr. Fisher Hall to focus on the solemnity of the
Sacrament. Please pray for these
children and their families: Eden
Altar Flowers
Bourland, Adler Line, Mark
Nashif, Brennan and Elle Woods.
for the week of
SUNDAY, APRIL 1ST

”Abortion is a uniquely intimate form of violence –
but violence with bitter public consequences."
Archbishop Charles Chaput Jan 18, 2018

A R E A
Mid-life Singles (mid-30s to 50s): Looking for a
renewed sense of purpose & belonging? Then
register today for a life-changing REFLECT
Weekend retreat at St. Francis Retreat Center,
DeWitt, MI April 6th-8th Cost is $175 for meals
and a single room. Call 586- 770-1772
email reflect.michigan@gmail.com or visit
www.ReflectRetreat.com for details.
Tony Sperendi Retreat at St. Francis Retreat
Center. April 10th - "St. Therese, the Little
Flower: A Saint & Message for Our Times." Cost is
$65 or $55 for seniors includes Mass, lunch, and
materials.
Info
and
registration
at: stfrancis.ws or 517-669-8321
Marriage
Enrichment
Oppportunty for
meaningful time away with your spouse. Enrich
your marriage and your Catholic faith by
attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter
weekend April 13th-15th in Holly, or April
27th-29th in Troy. Contact Andrew & Alaina
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In Memory of Geraldine and
Patricia Emmons
sponsored by Erik and Helena
Zink

N E W S
Wollner at 734-531-9191 for more info and apply
online at www.wwme.org.
Seeking Director of Finance for Catholic Social
Services of Washtenaw County. Full-time, key
member of the leadership team responsible for
planning, implementing, and managing
organizational fiscal functions. Master’s degree,
MBA, or CPA preferred. For full ad visit http://
csswashtenaw.org/employment-opportunities/
St. Elizabeth Rosary Altar Society in Tecumseh
is sponsoring their 12th Annual Mom2Mom
Sale Saturday, April 21st in the Parish Center
9:00 am-1:00 pm. Table rentals are available for
$10 each with a large item area available.
Refreshments will be available. Admission/
donation is $1.00 per adult and children 12 and
under are free. Find some great bargains or make
some money. For more information or table
rental, call Nance Schlanderer (517) 423-6003 or
(517)-281-1051. Or email sade541@comcast.net

For more news and events in the area, please visit our website: stmarymanchester.org

Sanctuary
Lamps
are burning this week for:
1) Repose of the soul of
Brian Walz
(Mom and Dad)
2) Repose of the soul of
Timothy R. Sanders
(Jim and Marja Warner )

St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY COLLECTION
Sunday, March 18, 2018
Sunday Envelopes............$2,977.00
Loose Cash & Checks ........$118.00
Welcome Envelopes..............$36.00
Easter Decorations...............$45.00
Weekly toward budget .....$3,176.00
Weekly goal.....................$5,300.00
Amt. BELOW goal ..........$2,124.00
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Building and Maintenance .$120.00
Poor Box ..............................$29.76
Votive Candle Receipts.........$61.00

Please Pray for:

AnnMarie Doyle
Sue and Ed Gardner
Alexa Gordon
Betsy Kripas
Carol Moretto
Heidi O’Neal
Ryan O’Sullivan
Cindy Marie Remski
Dave & Marilyn Rivett
Kelley Robison
Shannon Roehm
Susan Rubal
Sara Rush
Lois Vitali
Betty Walkowe
Eddie Walz

Parish Family Birthdays
April 2...... Mary Beth Redmon
April 4...... Abigail Burch
April 4...... John Ulicne
April 5...... Justin Walz
April 5...... Patrick Walz
April 6 ..... Julie DeLucia
April 7...... Timothy Cencer
April 7...... Kayla Engel
April 7...... Peter Katke

