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“Do I Have To?” Deacon Dennis Walters

M

ost of us who’ve parented young teenagers would, when
we’d remind them to obey house rules, hear a complaint
like, “Do I have to?” When I’d hear that, I had to resist saying: “No,
of course you don’t have to! I just thought you’d want to avoid
permanent loss of privileges; but you’re free to do as you like.” In
reality, though, I’d say, “Yes, you have to. Now, do as I said!” I was a
mean father.
Many people these days complain about the Church’s rules and
customs. They don’t like some of her teachings, especially her moral
ones. In a way, they’re like children who complain, “Do I have to
attend Mass every Sunday? Do I have to fast and abstain during
Lent? Do I have to obey the commandments?” — and so on. The
Church can’t take my sarcastic approach and say, “No, of course you
don’t have to! I just thought you’d like to avoid Hell; but you’re free
to do as you like.” Of course, it’s true that we are free to do as we like.
We can disobey religious and moral obligations if we choose. When
the Church says, “Yes, you have to,” she’s not being mean; she has
our best interests at heart.
Our first reading today spells out the 10 Commandments. These
are things God says we have to do or avoid doing, because ignoring
them is bad for us. God commands them because we belong to His
adoptive family, and these ten commandments are the “house rules.”
They form the bare minimum of good behavior that makes our life
with God and each other possible. The Church also has other
commandments that unite us as a worldwide body into one

community of faith. Some of these are unique to Catholicism, such as
liturgical laws. Others are basically commentaries on the ten
commandments and on natural law, such as moral regulations not
expressly spelled out in Scripture.
Jews refer to the ten commandments as the “ten words.” The
Hebrew word is mitzvot, plural of mitzvah. Mitzvah can be translated
as “commandment” or good act, in the sense of performing a good
deed. Many Jews regard mitzvah as something more, as
companionship, or personal attachment between the commander and
the one commanded, creating a personal relationship between the
two. So doing the commandments creates a personal bond between
us and God. In a very positive sense, the commandments give us an
opportunity to create or strengthen that bond.
That’s pretty clear of the first three commandments, the ones that
relate to God, but it’s also true of the seven commands that relate to
mankind. Even though expressed for the most part in the negative,
they have positive meanings; namely, respect and care for other
persons’ lives, for their property, for proper sexual relationships, for
honesty in speech, and for active control over desires and wants. Of
these seven, the key one is the command to honor one’s father and
mother, both in the sense of immediate parents and in the sense of the
extended family, including the state. It commands a proper respect for
authority.
Obeying the commandments guarantees a stable life. In

There’s more to Lent than Fish Fry. Remember we are all called to prayer,
fasting and almsgiving. Please keep in mind your Rice Bowl for giving alms.
There will also be opportunities to give alms during Holy Week. And of
course helping to cook, serve or clean up during the Fish Fry is a giving of
your time. As for fasting, we do want to
support our parish Fish Fry, but even
though it is an all you can eat meal,
keep the idea of fasting and moderation
in mind as you partake in this amazing
meal. And most importantly: Prayer.
Join us in church after eating at the
Parish Center for Stations of the Cross.
This Thursday, March 8th, is the
opportunity for Confession or Coffee
with a priest at St. Francis of Assisi in
Ann Arbor 10am-10pm.
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PARISH CALENDAR
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., MARCH 3
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Lk
15:1-3, 11-32 (235)

FIRST SATURDAY/BVM/St. Katherine Drexel
8:30 am First Saturday Mass: INT: Rita Townsend
for her 99th Birthday
[Tom and Ruth Burch and Family]
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Bernita Aiuto
[Mary Vanvalkenburg]

SUN., MARCH 4 THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: INT: Mary Balestrieri, Happy Birthday
[Your Mom, Patricia Shafer]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: For the People
12:00 pm First Communion Class—PC

Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3,
7-8, 12-17/1 Cor 1:2225/Jn 2:13-25 (29) or,
Year A—Ex 17:3-7/
Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 4:542 or 4:5-15, 19b-26,
39a,40-42 (28) Pss III

MON., MARCH 5 LENTEN WEEKDAY
12:10 pm Mass: Joseph Fitzgerald
[Ethel and Richard Fahey]
3:30 pm Religious Education—PC

2 Kgs 5:1-15b/Lk
4:24-30 (237)

TUES., MARCH 6 LENTEN WEEKDAY
8:30 am Mass: Anita Dubois
[Noreen Burnett]
6:30 pm Alpha II—FFH

Dn 3:25, 34-43/Mt
18:21-35 (238)

WED., MARCH 7 LENTEN WEEKDAY/Sts. Perpetua and Felicity
8:30 am Mass: INT: Noreen Burnett
[Noreen Burnett]
4:00 pm Staff Meeting—FFH
7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal—Choir Loft
7:00 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting—FFH

Dt 4:1, 5-9/Mt 5:17-19
(239)

THUR.,MARCH 8 LENTEN WEEKDAY/St. John of God
8:30 am Mass: INT: Noreen Burnett
[Noreen Burnett]

Jer 7:23-28/Lk 11:14-23
(240)

FRI., MARCH 9
Hos 14:2-10/Mk
12:28-34 (241)

LENTEN WEEKDAY/St. Frances of Rome
8:30 am Mass: Richard Krzyzaniak
[Leonard Scheid]
4:30-7:00 pm Fish Fry—PC
7:30 pm Stations of the Cross in Church

SAT., MARCH 10 LENTEN WEEKDAY/BVM
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: William Boyd
[The Boyd Family]

Hos 6:1-6/Lk 18:9-14
(242)

SUN., MARCH 11 FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: Bernita Aiuto
[Duane and Liz Beurele]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: For the People
Coffee Hour after Sunday Masses

2 Chr 36:14-16, 1923/Eph 2:4-10/Jn 3:1421 (32) or, for Year A,
1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 1013a/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:141 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17,
34-38 (31) Pss IV
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Deuteronomy, Moses explains why the commandments are good for
Israel:
See, I have set before you this day life and good, death and evil. If
you obey the commandments of the Lord your God which I
command you this day, … then you shall live and multiply, and
the Lord your God will bless you…. But if your heart turns away,
and you will not hear, … I declare to you this day, that you shall
perish…. I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day,
that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse;
therefore choose life, that you and your descendants may live,
loving the Lord your God, obeying His voice, and cleaving to
Him. (Dt. 30:15-20)
COFFEE HOUR
A pretty black and white
MARCH 11TH
choice, on the surface. If some
Sponsored by Home School
Families
complain that everyday moral
To be a sponsor,
choices involve lots of gray areas,
contact Fr. Bosco.
the gray areas are like the
technique for printing halftone photographs using little dots of black and
white. The either/or alternatives are still there, just harder to see. The
negative consequences of ignoring or actively disobeying the
commandments are alienation, disintegration, divorce, social instability,
and ultimately social and moral death. The positive consequences are
the opposite. Obeying the commandments are a choice for life.
More than that, they offer freedom to live well. It’s like obeying the
rules of a sport. As long as you play by the rules, you’re free to become
better and better in that sport. If you ignore them, at best you become a
bad player, and at worst you’re playing a different game. For most
athletes, the rules help them improve their performance.
So do I have to obey them, and all the other rules that follow from
them? No, I’m free not to. But the question is childish. Reluctant as they
may be to obey, teenagers gradually learn that Dad isn’t being mean.
He’s teaching them to grow up. Adult Christians know why the
commandments are good for them. They understand how rules can free
them to play life’s game the way it should be played. Most of all, adult
Christians understand how the commandments are mitzvot,
opportunities for creating and strengthening a personal bond between us
and our Heavenly Father. In the final
Please Pray for:
analysis, they help us love God. And
AnnMarie Doyle
that’s the best reason for doing what
Sue and Ed Gardner
they command.  
Alexa Gordon

The Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation
Times for Confession
Area Penance Services
Saturdays 3:30-4:30 pm (excluding Holy Saturday) Monday, March 12th 7:00 pm (St. Andrew, Saline)
Sundays 8:00-8:15 am and 10:00-10:15 am
Tuesday, March 13th 7:00 pm (St. Joseph, Dexter)
Fridays of Lent 8:00 pm (excluding Good Friday)
Wednesday, March 14th 7:00 pm (St. Mary, Chelsea)
Wednesday, March 28th 7:00-8:00 pm
Thursday, March 15th 7:00 pm (St. Mary, Manchester)
Confession at St. Francis of Assisi Thursday, March 8th 10am-10pm
ALTERNATIVES TO
ABORTION:

Right-to-Life MI Hotline
1-800-57WOMAN
Or visit www.optionline.org

NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL
(post-abortion reconciliation and healing)
Call the confidential phone line:
517-993-0291 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

NEED HELP? “AA” group meets
Friday & Sunday nights at 7:00
pm in the Emanuel
church kitchen.

Betsy Kripas
Carol Moretto
Heidi O’Neal
Ryan O’Sullivan
Cindy Marie Remski
Kelley Robison
Shannon Roehm
Susan Rubal
Sara Rush
Betty Walkowe
Eddie Walz

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by
Diocese) spiritual support group for those struggling with
same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a separate support
group for families and friends. Call 517-342-2596

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI
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Praying for Mercy
Before each weekend Mass during Lent,
the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be prayed
20 minutes before Mass. This devotion will
assist your Lenten efforts to draw closer to
the Lord in His loving Mercy.
Stations of the Cross
The Stations of the Cross Lenten devotion
will be prayed in the Church beginning at
7:30pm. Come and enter into our Lord’s
passion and prepare spiritually for his
coming at Easter. Confession will be
available after Stations. This Friday,
March 9th, Stations will be led by
students in Religious Education.
Spirits Are High at the Fish Fry
At our 2nd Fish Fry we served a total of
586 with 204 served in the drive-thru takeout. Both the scheduled volunteers and
workers who simply show up are covering
all the bases—and having fun. Spirits are
high, preparations are becoming routine
and our “well-oiled machine” is producing
the best tasting food—and fastest service in
the area. If you have yet to dine at the Fish
Fry, be sure to come Friday, March 9th.
Amazing Greys
meet each second
Monday of the month
after 12:10 pm Mass.
Please join us for a
potluck lunch on

Monday, March
12th

A St. Patrick’s Day Feast
Fr. Edwin A. Fisher Council 4354 KofC
will be holding a 'St. Patrick's Corned Beef
and Cabbage Dinner' at the St. Mary Parish
Center on Saturday, March 17th at
6:00pm. ALL ARE WELCOME, but
please sign up on the 'sign-up sheet' in the
Church vestibule so the proper amount of
food can be prepared! The cost is a 'freewill offering'. Hope to see you there!! You
can also call Ed Barnard 734-732-1478 to
make reservations or leave a message.
Easter Decorations
We are taking orders for Memorial Easter
Lilies. The cost is $15, and you can take
your lily home after the 10:30 am Mass
Easter Sunday. Orders are due Tuesday,
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March 20th. Order forms are available in
the vestibule. Place your orders in the
vestibule basket or in the collection basket.
Please make checks out to The Flower
Garden. Sign up sheets to help decorate the
church on Saturday, March 31st 10:00
am–12:00 pm and/or from 2 – 4 pm are
also available. Contact Susan Fielder at
428-8816 or sfielder@umich.edu if you
have questions.
Holy Thursday Devotions
On Holy Thursday, March 30th
parishioners are invited to the Cathedral in
Lansing for the Chrism Mass. A carpool
will be leaving from St. Mary Manchester
at 8:30am. For evening devotions on Holy
Thursday Fr. Bosco is need of 12
volunteers for the Washing of Feet and 14
candle bearers to lead the procession at the
end of Mass to the Altar of Repose. Signup sheets can be found in the vestibule of
the Church. If you have any questions,
please call Fr. Bosco at the office.
A R E A

N E W S

22nd Annual Rose Mass for all health care
providers and students Saturday, March
10th at St. Thomas the Apostle, 530 Elizabeth
Street, Ann Arbor, MI at 4:30 pm. His
Excellency, Carl F. Mengeling will celebrate
Mass which is open for anyone to attend.
Mass for Families of Miscarriage and Child
Loss will be held Sunday, March 18th, 1:00
pm, celebrated by Bishop Boyea at Church of
the Resurrection, 1514 E Michigan Ave,
Lansing, MI 48912. A reception with the
Bishop will immediately follow Mass. Anyone
grieving miscarriage, abortion, or the death of
a child recently or long ago are welcome to
attend. Contact the Office of Marriage and
Family Life at 517.342.2440 for details.
Annual Manchester Area Church's "Ladies
Lenten
Breakfast"
will
be
held
on Wednesday, March 28th at St. John
Lutheran Church, 8805
Austin Road,
Bridgewater MI, at 9:30 am. RSVP to Shirley
Kruger: 734-508-6398 by March 21st.
Mid-life Singles (mid-30s to 50s): Looking for
a renewed sense of purpose & belonging?
Then register today for a life-changing
REFLECT Weekend retreat at St. Francis
Retreat Center, DeWitt, MI April 6th-8th Cost
is $175 for meals and a single room. Call 586770-1772 email reflect.michigan@gmail.com
or visit www.ReflectRetreat.com for details.
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Sanctuary
Lamps
are burning this week for:
1) For the Repose of the soul of
Rosealee Hoelzer, an
Anniversary Remembrance
(Her Sister, Alice Kidd )
2) For the Repose of the soul of
William Bondy
(Donna Hnizdor )

St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY COLLECTION
Sunday, February 18, 2018
Sunday Envelopes............$4,435.00
Loose Cash & Checks ........$307.00
Welcome Envelopes..............$57.00
Weekly toward budget .....$4,859.00
Weekly goal.....................$5,300.00
Amt. BELOW goal .............$441.00
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Building and Maintenance .$100.00
Utilities.................................$35.00
Worldwide Ev.......................$25.00
Black/Indian Missions ........$275.00
Poor Box ..............................$39.06
Votive Candle Receipts.........$44.00

For more news and events in
the area, please visit our
website:
stmarymanchester.org

Parish Family Birthdays
March 3 ...Patricia Gibbons
March 3 ...Pat Kohmescher
March 3 ...Rita Townsend
March 3 ...Bernard Way
March 4 ...James Miller
March 4 ...Cathleen Tistle
March 5 ...John Johnson
March 5 ...Wilma Lentz
March 5 ...Katherine Remski
March 6...Veronica Kastl
March 6...Rita Messman
March 7 ...Michael DeLucia
March 7 ...Patricia Fitzgerald
March 7 ...Sean Sangster
March 7 ...Spencer Wallace
March 8....Gayle Antonelli
March 10 .Eoin Flaherty
March 11...Rosalie Boyd
March 11...Craig Coltre

