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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT• FEBRUARY 25, 2018

Message of the Holy Father for Lent

D

ear Brothers and Sisters, Once again, the Pasch of the
Lord draws near! In our preparation for Easter, God in
His providence offers us each year the season of Lent as a
“sacramental sign of our conversion.” Lent summons us, and enables
us, to come back to the Lord wholeheartedly and in every aspect of
our life. With this message, I would like again this year to help the
entire Church experience this time of grace anew, with joy and in
truth. I will take my cue from the words of Jesus in the Gospel of
Matthew: “Because of the increase of iniquity, the love of many will
grow cold” (24:12). These words appear in Christ’s preaching about
the end of time. They were spoken in Jerusalem, on the Mount of
Olives, where the Lord’s passion would begin. In reply to a question
of the disciples, Jesus foretells a great tribulation and describes a
situation in which the community of believers might well find itself:
amid great trials, false prophets would lead people astray and the love
that is the core of the Gospel would grow cold in the hearts of many.
False prophets:They can appear as “snake charmers”, who
manipulate human emotions in order to enslave others and lead them
where they would have them go. How many of God’s children are
mesmerized by momentary pleasures, mistaking them for true
happiness! How many men and women live entranced by the dream
of wealth, which only makes them slaves to profit and petty interests!
How many go through life believing that they are sufficient unto
themselves, and end up entrapped by loneliness! False prophets can
also be “charlatans,” who offer easy and immediate solutions to

suffering that soon prove utterly useless. How many young people
are taken in by the panacea of drugs, of disposable relationships, of
easy but dishonest gains! How many more are ensnared in a
thoroughly “virtual” existence, in which relationships appear quick
and straightforward, only to prove meaningless! These swindlers, in
peddling things that have no real value, rob people of all that is most
precious: dignity, freedom and the ability to love. They appeal to our
vanity, our trust in appearances, but in the end they only make fools
of us. Nor should we be surprised. In order to confound the human
heart, the devil, who is “a liar and the father of lies” (Jn 8:44), has
always presented evil as good, falsehood as truth.
A cold heart: More than anything else, what destroys charity is
greed for money, “the root of all evil” (1 Tim 6:10). The rejection of
God and his peace soon follows; we prefer our own desolation rather
than the comfort found in his word and the sacraments. All this leads
to violence against anyone we think is a threat to our own
“certainties”: the unborn child, the elderly and infirm, the migrant, the
alien among us, or our neighbor who does not live up to our
expectations. Creation itself becomes a silent witness to this cooling
of charity. The earth is poisoned by refuse, discarded out of
carelessness or for self-interest. The seas, themselves polluted, engulf
the remains of countless shipwrecked victims of forced migration.
The heavens, which in God’s plan, were created to sing His praises,
are rent by engines raining down implements of death. Love can also
grow cold in our own communities.
Continued on page 2

The Fish Fry opening day totaled 551 customers of which 214 were Drive-thru Take-outs. We received many compliments
including, “Our Fish Fry ran like a well-oiled machine.” Not bad for taking a 10yr break! Many thanks for all the volunteer help. If you
didn’t make it to opening day, be sure to come and enjoy the food in the coming weeks. There are five more dinners. If you
volunteered to help, please remember to come – especially after 7pm for clean-up.
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PARISH CALENDAR
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., FEB. 24
Dt 26:16-19/Mt 5:4348 (229)

SUN., FEB. 25
Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13,
15-18/Rom 8:31b-34/
Mk 9:2-10(26) Pss II

MON., FEB. 26
Dn 9:4b-10/Lk 6:36-38
(230)

TUES., FEB. 27
Is 1:10, 16-20/Mt
23:1-12 (231)

WED., FEB. 28
Jer 18:18-20/Mt 20:1728 (232)

LENTEN WEEKDAY/BVM
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Bernita Aiuto
[Elinor and Andy Thomas]
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: William Schwab, a Birthday
Remembrance
[His Loving Wife, Dianne Schwab]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: For the People
LENTEN WEEKDAY
12:10 pm Mass: Richard Krzyzaniak
[Joyce Merriman]
3:30 pm Religious Education—PC
7:00 pm Evangelization Team Meeting—FFH
LENTEN WEEKDAY
8:30 am Mass: Bernita Aiuto
[Duane and Liz Beuerle]
6:30 pm Alpha II—FFH
LENTEN WEEKDAY
8:30 am Mass: Bernita Aiuto
[The Achtenberg Family]

THUR.,MARCH 1 LENTEN WEEKDAY
8:30 am Mass: Catherine Broderson
[Noreen Burnett]

Jer 17:5-10/Lk 16:19-31
(233)

FRI., MARCH 2
Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a,
17b-28a/Mt 21:33-43,
45-46 (234)

SAT., MARCH 3
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Lk
15:1-3, 11-32 (235)

LENTEN WEEKDAY/FIRST FRIDAY
8:30 am Mass: Joseph Fitzgerald
[Rosalie Boyd]
Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
following Mass
4:30-7:00 pm Fish Fry—PC
7:30 pm Stations of the Cross in Church
8:00 pm First Reconciliation and Confessions
10:00 pm Benediction and Closing of Adoration
LENTEN WEEKDAY/BVM/St. Katherine Drexel
8:30 am First Saturday Mass: INT: Noreen Burnett
[Noreen Burnett]
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Bernita Aiuto
[Mary Vanvalkenburg]

SUN., MARCH 4 THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: INT: Mary Balestrieri, Happy Birthday
[Your Mom, Patricia Shafer]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: For the People
12:00 pm First Communion Class—PC

Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3,
7-8, 12-17/1 Cor 1:2225/Jn 2:13-25 (29) or,
Year A—Ex 17:3-7/
Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 4:542 or 4:5-15, 19b-26,
39a,40-42 (28) Pss III

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI
Article continued from page 1

What are we to do? Perhaps we see, deep within ourselves
and all about us, the signs I have just described. But the Church, our
Mother and Teacher, along with the often bitter medicine of the
truth, offers us in the Lenten season the soothing remedy of prayer,
almsgiving and fasting. By devoting more time to prayer, we
enable our hearts to root out our secret lies and forms of selfdeception, and then to find the consolation God offers. He is our
Father and He wants us to live life well.
Almsgiving sets us free from greed and helps us to regard our
neighbor as a brother or sister. What I possess is never mine alone. How
I would like almsgiving to become a genuine style of life for each of us!
How I would like us, as Christians, to follow the example of the
Apostles and see in the sharing of our possessions a tangible witness of
the communion that is ours in the Church! For this reason, I echo Saint
Paul’s exhortation to the Corinthians to take up a collection for the
community of Jerusalem as something from which they themselves
would benefit (cf. 2 Cor 8:10). This is all the more fitting during the
Lenten season, when many groups take up collections to assist
Churches and peoples in need. Yet I would also hope that, even in our
daily encounters with those who beg for our assistance, we would see
such requests as coming from God Himself. When we give alms, we
share in God’s providential care for each of His children.
Fasting weakens our tendency to violence; it disarms us and becomes
an important opportunity for growth. On the one hand, it allows us to
experience what the destitute and the starving have to endure. On the
other hand, it expresses our own spiritual hunger and thirst for life in
God. Fasting wakes us up. It makes us more attentive to God and our
neighbor. It revives our desire to obey God, who alone is capable of
satisfying our hunger.
I would also like my invitation to extend beyond the bounds of the
Catholic Church, and to reach all of you, men and women of good will,
who are open to hearing God’s voice. Perhaps, like ourselves, you are
disturbed by the spread of iniquity in the world, you are concerned
about the chill that paralyzes hearts and actions, and you see a
weakening in our sense of being members of the one human family.
Join us, then, in raising our plea to God, in fasting, and in offering
whatever you can to our brothers
and sisters in need! 
St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY COLLECTION
Sunday, February 11, 2018

The Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation
Times for Confession
Area Penance Services
Saturdays 3:30-4:30 pm (excluding Holy Saturday) Monday, March 12th 7:00 pm (St. Andrew, Saline)
Sundays 8:00-8:15 am and 10:00-10:15 am
Tuesday, March 13th 7:00 pm (St. Joseph, Dexter)
Fridays of Lent 8:00 pm (excluding Good Friday)
Wednesday, March 14th 7:00 pm (St. Mary, Chelsea)
Wednesday, March 28th 7:00-8:00 pm
Thursday, March 15th 7:00 pm (St. Mary, Manchester)
Confession at St. Francis of Assisi Thursday, March 8th 10am-10pm
ALTERNATIVES TO
ABORTION:

Right-to-Life MI Hotline
1-800-57WOMAN
Or visit www.optionline.org

NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL
(post-abortion reconciliation and healing)
Call the confidential phone line:
517-993-0291 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

NEED HELP? “AA” group meets
Friday & Sunday nights at 7:00
pm in the Emanuel
church kitchen.

Sunday Envelopes ...........$3,825.00
Loose Cash & Checks ........$212.00
Weekly toward budget.....$4,077.00
Weekly goal.....................$5,300.00
Amt. BELOW goal..........$1,223.00
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Building and Maintenance .$170.00
Utilities ................................$40.00
Poor Box ................................$9.00
Votive Candle Receipts ........$49.00

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by
Diocese) spiritual support group for those struggling with
same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a separate support
group for families and friends. Call 517-342-2596

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI
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Stations of the Cross
The Stations of the Cross Lenten devotion
will be prayed in the Church beginning at
7:30pm. Come and enter into our Lord’s
passion and prepare spiritually for his
coming at Easter. Confession will be
available after Stations. This Friday,
March 2nd, Stations will be led by
students in Religious Education.
Praying for Mercy
Before each weekend Mass during Lent,
the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be prayed
20 minutes before Mass. This devotion will
assist your Lenten efforts to draw closer to
the Lord in His loving Mercy.
Feed the Hungry
Today, Sunday, February 25th, please
take home a bag to fill from for the
Community Resource Center. Please return
the filled bags next Sunday, March 4th.
First Reconciliation
Children preparing for First Holy
Communion will be receiving their First
Reconciliation on Friday, March 2nd
after Stations of the Cross. There will be a
brief prayer service before the children go
to Confession.
First Friday Devotions
March 2nd is First Friday and the day set apart
to spend time with the Lord in Eucharistic
Adoration. Please stop by the church for a
minute, an hour, a half an hour and be
nourished by the Lord. Stations of the Cross
will be prayed and Confession offered before
Benediction at 10:00 pm. There will also be
First Saturday Mass at 8:30 am.
Holy Silence
The Church is the place where our parish
family comes together to worship the Lord
and to connect with one another both
young and old alike. The Lord is in the
Tabernacle at all times so that we can be in
His presence and worship Him. Let us be
aware of our brothers and sisters in Christ
who are there to pray. Before, during and
after Mass please maintain a holy silence
for those who have come to pray. The
entryway is an appropriate place to visit
with friends or to quiet a spirited child.
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‘Come and See’ Retreat Religious Sisters of
Mercy, Alma March 2nd-5th with an
extended experience March 2nd-11th Email:
vocation@rsmofalma.org for information
22nd Annual Rose Mass for all health care
providers and students Saturday, March
10th at St. Thomas the Apostle, 530 Elizabeth
Street, Ann Arbor, MI at 4:30 pm. His
Excellency, Carl F. Mengeling will celebrate
Mass which is open for anyone to attend. A
dinner follows at Barton Hills Country Club
with panel for Q&A with guest speaker, Dr.
Ashley Fernandez. More information and
registration
for
dinner
Please
email cmslansing@gmail.com Clergy members
are $20 and others are $65, please RSVP
by March 1st.
Annual Manchester Area Church's "Ladies
Lenten
Breakfast"
will
be
held
on Wednesday, March 28th at St. John
Lutheran Church, 8805
Austin Road,
Bridgewater MI, at 9:30 am. RSVP to Shirley
Kruger: 734-508-6398 by March 21st.
Mid-life Singles (mid-30s to 50s): Looking for
a renewed sense of purpose & belonging?
Then register today for a life-changing
REFLECT Weekend retreat at St. Francis
Retreat Center, DeWitt, MI April 6th-8th Take
a chance and get involved... you won't regret
it! Cost is $175 for meals and a single room.
C a l l
5 8 6 7 7 0 - 1 7 7 2
email reflect.michigan@gmail.com or visit
www.ReflectRetreat.com for details.

Sanctuary
Lamps
are burning this week for:
1) For the Repose of the soul of
Jeannie Davis, an
Anniversary Remembrance
(Her Aunt, Alice Kidd )
2) For the Repose of the soul of
William Bondy
(Jim and Marja Warner )

FIRST FRIDAY

ADORATION
of the Most
BLESSED
SACRAMENT

MARCH 2ND
9:00 am until
Benediction
at 10:00 pm
(Confessions heard 8-9 pm)

For more news and events in the area, please
visit our website: stmarymanchester.org

Please Pray for:

Sue and Ed Gardner
Alexa Gordon
Betsy Kripas
Heidi O’Neal
Ryan O’Sullivan
Cindy Marie Remski
Kelley Robison
Shannon Roehm
Susan Rubal
Sara Rush
Betty Walkowe
Eddie Walz

Repose of the Soul:

Fr. Bennett Constantine
Linda Sanders
Tim Sanders
Rev. Joe Wise

** FIRST SATURDAY
MASS at 8:30 am **

Parish Family Birthdays
Feb 24......Anna Cocco
Feb 24......Francis Cousino
Feb 24......Ellen O’Sullivan
Feb 25......Ethan Villarreal
Feb 28......Susan Kensler
Feb 29......Kim Dermyre
Feb 29......Linda Hutchison
Feb 29......Fran Seefeld
Feb 29......John Seefeld
Feb 29......Michelle Stace
Feb 29......Bridget Wilson
Feb 29......Sean Wilson
Feb 29 ......Jason Woods
March 1 ....JoEllen Radze
March 2 ...Willem Rohwer
March 2 ...Jeff Wallace
March 3 ...Patricia Gibbons
March 3 ...Pat Kohmescher
March 3 ...Rita Townsend
March 3 ...Bernard Way
March 4 ...James Miller
March 4 ...Cathleen Tistle

