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THIRD SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME• JANUARY 21, 2018

“What Kind of Bait are You?” FR. BOSCO PADAMATTUMMAL

In

verse 16 of today’s Gospel, “And as He walked by reached out to everyone, regardless of who they were or where
the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew his they were.
brother casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. (17)
Dear brothers and sisters, there is a lot of beautiful messages
Then Jesus said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers we can receive from this Gospel passage. If this fishing is about
of men.” They were common laborers, they were poor, they were evangelizing we should know the nature and the circumstances of
uneducated, they had little spiritual perception, they were often the fish. To catch fish, you’ve got to know their habits, their
harsh, they were weak. But God is not bound
preferences, and their feeding patterns.
by who we are! Jesus looked beyond what they
Certain fish like smooth water. Others
were to what they would become. The
are bottom crawlers. Some like rushing
important principle at work here is that those
water. Others hide under rocks. You’ve
whom Christ has called He enables and
got to know what the fish you’re trying
empowers to perform the task to which they
to reach like to do.
have been assigned. Jesus did not simply
So as Christians it is urgent that we
command His disciples to become fishers of
carry out the command to bring people
men but He promised to make them fisherman
to Christ. I think most of us understand
after men’s souls. They are going to be trained
that but the question is, “How can we
as soul winners.
influence others to Christ?” I want to
It was a call that changed their lives
mention three ways that we influence
forever! For Jesus did take these men, these
people to come to Christ.
simple Galilean fishermen and He transformed
Evangelization is not transmission of
them into some of the greatest “fishers of men”
information but it is the transmission of
the world has ever seen! I am interested in this
transformation of life. Mt 13:47 says,
passage, because I am convinced that Jesus
the kingdom of heaven is like a net that
wants to do in your life and mine just what He
was let down into the lake and caught
did in the lives of these men. He wants to take
all kinds of fish. Jesus says in Mt 10:16,
The Calling of Peter and Andrew, James Tissot,
us, just like we are with all our faults, failures
"I'm sending you out like sheep among
Brooklyn Museum
and rough edges and He wants to transform us
wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents
into fishers of men.
and harmless as doves." Jesus is saying we need to be strategic.
Notice these men left everything to follow Jesus, The word Different methods for different types of fish. Earthworms or
“followed”, v. 18, means “to cleave to another, conforming to His nightcrawlers will not work for all types of fish.
example”. In other words, these men left their nets, their boats and
1. We May Influence Others to Christ by Our Attitude. 1
life as they knew it, to cleave to Jesus and learn from Him! They Pt 3:15 says, “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and
saw Jesus go into places and interact with people that most always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a
religious, upstanding citizens would have nothing to do with! reason for the hope that is within you.” In other words, there
(Woman at the well, John 4; a leper, Mark 1, a demoniac; Mark 5, should be such a reflection of joy and hope to our lives that others
a sinful woman, Luke 7; a woman taken in adultery, John 8; A will ask about it, thus opening the door for us to share the Gospel.
Gentile woman with a sick daughter, Mark 7.) Jesus taught them
2. We May Influence Others to Christ by Our Actions. Mt
this truth: Every life matters to God! Jesus loved them all and 5:16 says, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see
Continued on page 2
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PARISH CALENDAR
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., JAN. 20
2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19,
23-27/Mk 3:20-21
(316)

SUN., JAN. 21
Jon 3:1-5, 10/1 Cor
7:29-31/Mk 1:14-20
(68) Pss II

MON., JAN. 22
2 Sm 5:1-7, 10/Mk
3:22-30 (317)

TUES., JAN. 23
2 Sm 6:12b-15, 1719/Mk 3:31-35 (318)

WED., JAN. 24
2 Sm 7:4-17/Mk 4:120 (319)

THUR., JAN. 25
Acts 22:3-16 or Acts
9:1-22/Mk 16:15-18
(519) Pss Prop

FRI., JAN. 26
2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5
(520)/Mk 4:26-34 (321)

SAT., JAN. 27
2 Sm 12:1-7a, 1017/Mk 4:35-41 (322)

SUN., JAN. 28
Dt 18:15-20/1 Cor
7:32-35/Mk 1:21-28
(71) Pss IV

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI
Fr. Bosco’s’ article continued from page 1

your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” Christianity is
defined in the eyes of the world by the good works that we do.
ORDINARY WEEKDAY/BVM/Sts. Fabian & Sebastian
3. We May Influence Others to Christ by Our Words.
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass:  Genevieve (Evie) Peoples
While it’s essential that we witness by our attitudes and by our
[Frank and Cindy Remski and Family]
actions, sooner or later it will be necessary for us to use our words.
THIRD SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
In the Scripture that we used earlier 1 Peter 3:15 stated, “But
8:00-8:15 am Confession
sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a
8:30 am Mass: For the People
defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: INT: Legal Abortion to end in the USA within you.” When it says “be ready to give a defense” it is a verbal
[Lisa Chisnell]
defense that is being spoken of.
12:00 pm First Communion Class—PC
Dear brothers and sisters, we may not be like Peter who
DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE LEGAL
PROTECTION OF UNBORN CHILDREN
preached one day and three thousand were added to the church. We
12:10 pm Mass: Richard Krzyzaniak
can however, all be like Andrew who after he had been brought to
[Jim and Ella Landini]
the Savior, found his brother, Peter, and brought him to the Lord
3:30 pm Religious Education—PC
Jesus. Peter fished with a net, so to speak, and caught large
7:00 pm Evangelization Team Meeting—FFH
numbers. Andrew fished with a pole and line, catching one fish at a
ORDINARY WEEKDAY/Sts. Vincent & Marianne Cope
time. We may not be called upon to preach to great multitudes or
8:30 am Mass: James Shafer, Anniversary of his Death
[Patricia Shafer]
even to groups, yet we can witness effectively to individuals one by
one—the pole and line method. What a privilege that can be! We,
ST. FRANCIS DE SALES
8:30 am Mass: Joseph Fitzgerald
like Andrew, might lead someone to the Lord, and that one, in turn,
[Kathy Hagerman]
might lead thousands. Let us go to where the fish are, not too many
7:00 pm Cemetery Board Meeting—FFH
fish are going to jump into our boat.
THE CONVERSION OF ST. PAUL
8:30 am Mass: INT: Noreen Burnett
[Noreen Burnett]

A R E A

STS. TIMOTHY AND TITUS
8:30 am Mass: Richard Krzyzaniak
[David and Cheryl Bauer]
ORDINARY WEEKDAY/BVM/St. Angela Merici
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass:  Linda Schutz Hollerich
[Frank and Cindy Remski and Family]
4:00 pm Confirmation Retreat—PUSJ
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: For the People
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass:  Gerald Damian
[Jeff and Kathy Sangster and Family]
4:00 pm Confirmation Retreat—PUSJ

Please Pray for:

Mary Cousino
Sue and Ed Gardner
Alexa Gordon
David Hartman
Fr. Charlie Irvin
Betsy Kripas
Darryle Levandowski
Heidi O’Neal
Cindy Marie Remski
Ron Sangster
Bob Wachtel
Eddie Walz

Parish Family Birthdays
Jan 20 ......Jeffrey Sangster, Jr.
Jan 20 ......Jesse Sangster
Jan 20 ......Donald Scaglione
Jan 21........Sherman Hazelton
Jan 21........Trent Line
Jan 22.......Harold Robertson
Jan 24 ....... Alexander (Tom)McClorey
Jan 26.......Judith Walz
Jan 28.......Elizabeth Burch

For more news and events in the area, please visit our
website: stmarymanchester.org
ALTERNATIVES TO
ABORTION:

Right-to-Life MI Hotline
1-800-57WOMAN
Or visit www.optionline.org

NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL
(post-abortion reconciliation and healing)
Call the confidential phone line:
517-993-0291 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

N E W S

Pro-Life Porch Candles—Place a Choose Life Candle on your
porch Sunday, January 21st to commemorate all the babies
lost to abortion. Candles available at many local churches or
contact Marilyn at (734-973-2422) or mgeyer@provide.net
Annual St. Joseph Packzi Sale - Pre-order only limited to 500
dozen $12.00 per dozen, plain or filled with Bavarian Crème, Red
Raspberry or Lemon. To order call either Marcia 517-784-7248 or
Pat 517-784-5653. Pick up will begin Wednesday, February
7th after 9am in the St. Joseph Social Center. Last day for orders
will be February 2nd or until sold.
Rummage Sale—The Columbus Ladies Auxiliary in Dexter is
holding their annual rummage sale on February 8th & 9th,
8:30am-6:00pm and February 10th, 8:30am-12:00pm at
Columbus Hall, 8265 Dexter-Chelsea Road, Dexter MI.
Couple Prayer Lenten Series—Give Your Spouse the Gift of a
Lifetime…a six week practical seminar offering effective
strategies to build an intimate prayer life with your spouse or
fiancée. Thursday evenings February 15th – March 22nd 7– 9 pm
at McCann Hall, St. Patrick Catholic Church, 711 Rickett Rd.,
Brighton, MI 48116. Cost is $40 per couple (child care provided).
Registration forms are available online at www.stpatchurch.org
Transformations Spirituality Center in Kalamazoo presents
Kate Hennessy, Author of Dorothy Day: The World Will Be Saved
by Beauty: An Intimate Portrait of My Grandmother on Monday,
February 19th; 7–9pm. Come for an intimate look at an
unflinching exemplar of Gospel living. The program fee is $18.
For more information is visit TransformationsCenter.org, or
call 269.381.6290.

NEED HELP? “AA” group meets
Friday & Sunday nights at 7:00
pm in the Emanuel
church kitchen.

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by
Diocese) spiritual support group for those struggling with
same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a separate
support group for families and friends. Call 517-342-2596

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI

P A R I S H

Cleaning Help Needed
Our parish is beginning its fourth year of
an all-volunteer cleaning effort. The
volunteers have been a blessing to our
parish & have saved the parish thousands
of dollars annually. We are currently in
need of at least 3 additional cleaners. The
commitment is a couple hours, once per
month and the timing is very flexible. No
experience is needed. If you would like
more information or are ready to
volunteer, please contact Tina Doyle
at tmdmich@gmail.com or 734-904-2841.
God bless!
Special Events Committee
The St. Mary Parish Center is used for many
parish and community functions. Fr. Bosco
is seeking a few people to volunteer for the
‘Special Events Committee’ who are willing
to prepare the Parish Center for upcoming
events. If you are available a couple times
per month to move some furniture, please
contact the Parish Office or Martin Brogley.
Save the Date
Starting Tuesday, February 6th, St. Mary's
will offer a six-week series called the "Jesus
Lifestyle," presented by Nicky Gumbel. The
subject deals with such topics as "How to
Find the Secret of Happiness," "How to
Change the World Around You," "How to
Handle Anger," and so on. The series is
free, but you'll need to register. Registration
will begin on the weekend of January 28th.
A Celebration of Marriage
On Sunday, February 11th at the 10:30
am Mass, we will celebrate the 25th, 30th,
40th, 50th, or more wedding anniversaries
of St. Mary Parishioners. Please contact
the parish office to let us know if you are a
jubilarian and the length of your marriage.
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will be collected during all Masses. Please
be as generous as you can.
The Fish Fry Is Less Than a Month
Away
Are you ready to indulge in beer battered
or baked cod — all-you-can-eat? The
salad bar has enough variety to tantalize a
vegetarian. Choose French fries, spicy
little potatoes or baked potatoes with
plenty of toppings. And don’t forget
dessert. If you’re short on time, try the
drive-thru take-out. Prices are $10 dine-in,
$9 drive-thru, take-out & seniors, $6 child
6-10yrs, 5 & under FREE. We will serve 6
Friday dinners starting Feb 16th, ending
Mar 23rd at the Parish Center from 4:307:30pm.
Scheduling Servers
If there are any dates in March that you
cannot serve, please let me know by
Wednesday, January 31st. Keep in mind
this includes Holy Thursday, Good Friday,
Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday (April
1st). Thanks for your help and
understanding, and may God bless you
always. Astrida Punches 734-476-9764 or
astridapunches@gmail.com
Stations of the Cross
This year during Lent Staions of the Cross
will be prayed in the Church beginning at
7:30pm. This will allow diners and
workers from the fish fry to participate.
Come and enter into our Lord’s passion
and prepare spiritually for his coming at
Easter. Confession will be available after
Stations.

Feed the Hungry
On the First Sunday of Lent, February
18th, Fr. Bosco will invite us to give alms
to those in need in our own community.
Our parish will once again be helping the
Date: February 24, 2018—
Community Resource Center to fill their
10 am – 5 pm
shelves. The Second Sunday of Lent,
Location:
Our
Lady
of Fatima Catholic Church—
February 25th, bags will be distributed
Michigan
Center
for parishioners to take home and fill with
Cost: $35 adult & $25 student thru Jan 13
items requested by the CRC. On the Third
www.themanevent.org
Sunday of Lent, March 4th the filled bags

Sanctuary
Lamps
are burning this week for:
1) In Memory of
Joseph Fitzgerald
(His Wife, Pat Fitzgerald )

"In our society,
human life is
especially under
direct attack from
abortion, which
some political
actors
mischaracterize as
an issue of women’s
health . "
Forming Consciences for Faithful
Citizenship, USCCB

St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY COLLECTION
Sunday, January 7, 2017
Sunday Envelopes ...........$4,325.00
Loose Cash & Checks ........$184.00
Welcome Envelopes .............$50.00
Christmas Offering...............$25.00
Solemnity of Mary................$40.00
Weekly toward budget.....$5,163.00
Weekly goal.....................$5,300.00
Amt. BELOW goal.............$137.00
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Building and Maintenance .$365.00
Utilities ..............................$519.00
Worldwide Evangelization ...$20.00
Poor Box ..............................$68.70
Votive Candle Receipts ........$40.00

Altar Flowers
for the week of
SUNDAY, JANUARY 21ST
are sponsored by
Pat and Liz Wallace

In Memory of Deceased Members
Wallace and Hosmer Families

