Reverend Fr. Bosco Padamattummal, Administrator
Deacon Dennis Walters

210 West Main Street, Manchester, MI 48158
Phone: (734) 428-8811
Email: stmarymanchester@gmail.com
Website: stmarymanchester.org
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:30 am and 10:30 am

Sancta Maria,
Ora Pro Nobis
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‘

“Are You Longing for Jesus?” FR. B OSCO PADAMATTUMMAL

altogether sinister. “When King Herod heard this [about the birth
Epiphany’ means a ‘showing’ or ‘revelation’ and, at this of the ‘King of the Jews’], he was greatly troubled – and all
time, we are remembering and celebrating three Jerusalem with him.” His only concern is to get rid, as soon as
‘revelations’ or ‘showings’ of God: Christmas, today’s possible, of a possible rival. He was bewildered and afraid. The
feast, and the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River. We could say bewilderment is of one who sits atop his wealth yet cannot see
that today’s Gospel is Matthew’s Christmas story, just as the beyond it. The bewilderment lodged in the hearts of those who
shepherds’ coming to the stable is Luke’s Christmas story. The want to control everything and everyone. Herod was afraid, and
two accounts are quite distinct from each other and have a different that fear led him to seek security in crime. He killed the little ones
thrust or emphasis. In Luke, the stress is on Jesus being God’s in their bodies, because fear is killing him in his heart”. Herod is
revelation to the poor and the
unable to worship because he could not
rejected. In Matthew, the emphasis
or would not change his own way of
is on the universality of Jesus’
looking at things. He did not want to
stop worshiping himself, believing that
mission.
everything revolved around him. He
Who were the “wise
was unable to worship, because his aim
men”? According to some
was to make others worship him. Nor
traditions they are some of the
could the priests worship, because
Persian priestly caste people, the
although they had great knowledge, and
word became used for those who
knew the prophecies, they were not
were regarded to have more than
ready to make the journey or to change
human knowledge. They were
their ways. The Magi were able to
interpreters of dreams and readers
worship, because they had the courage
of the skies, astrologers, even
to set out. And as they fell to their knees
magicians. When these wise men
Adoration of the Magi, Gaspare Diziani, Szépmûvészeti Museum
before the small, poor and vulnerable
came to King Herod looking for the
Budapest, Hungary
Infant, the unexpected and unknown
newborn king, he is consulting the
chief priests and scribes to know the truth. Legend has it that Child of Bethlehem, they discovered the glory of God.
“sacred scribes” warned Pharaoh about the imminent birth of one
Dear brothers and sisters there are still enemies of the true
who would deliver Israel from Egypt and the king made plans to God in the world like Herod and there are still wise men searching
destroy him. What does it all mean? We are concerned, not with for him until they find him. Today’s celebration reminds us that
the details of the story but with its meaning. All of the Infancy the Magi personify all those who believe, those who long for God,
Narratives, both in Matthew and Luke, point symbolically to who yearn for their home, their heavenly homeland. A holy
future events in the life of Jesus. This story is a foreshadowing of longing for God wells up in the heart of believers because they
the rejection of Jesus by the religious and political leaders of His know that the Gospel is not an event of the past but of the
own people and His acceptance by the Gentiles. Although present. A holy longing for God helps us keep alert in the face of
Bethlehem was very close to Jerusalem, no Jewish leader is found every attempt to reduce and impoverish our lives. A holy longing
making his way to visit the Child. Herod’s apparent interest is for God is the memory of faith, which rebels before all prophets of
Continued on page 2
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PARISH CALENDAR
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., JAN. 6
1 Jn 5:5-13/Mk 1:7-11
or Lk 3:23-38 or 3:23,
31-34, 36, 38 (209)

SUN., JAN. 7
Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a,
5-6/Mt 2:1-12 (20) Pss
Prop

MON., JAN. 8
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is
55:1-11 or Acts 10:3438 or 1 Jn 5:1-9/Mk
1:7-11 (21) Pss Prop

TUES., JAN. 9
1 Sm 1:9-20/Mk 1:2128 (306)

WED., JAN. 10
1 Sm 3:1-10, 1920/Mk 1:29-39 (307)

THUR., JAN. 11
1 Sm 4:1-11/Mk 1:4045 (308)

FRI., JAN. 12
1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Mk
2:1-12 (309)

SAT., JAN. 13
1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19;
10:1a/Mk 2:13-17
(310)

SUN., JAN. 14
1 Sm 3:3b-10,19/1 Cor
6:13c-15a, 17-20/Jn
1:35-42 (65) Pss II

doom. That longing keeps hope alive in the community of
believers, which from week to week continues to plead: “Come,
Lord Jesus come”. This same longing led the elderly Simeon to go
up each day to the Temple, certain that his life would not end
before he had held the Savior in his arms. This longing led the
Prodigal Son to abandon his
"If abortion isn't
self-destructive lifestyle and to
seek his father’s embrace. This
wrong, then
was the longing felt by the
nothing is."
shepherd who left the ninetySt. Teresa of Calcutta
nine sheep in order to seek out
the one that was lost. Mary Magdalen experienced the same
longing on that Sunday morning when she ran to the tomb and met
her risen Master. Longing for God draws us out of our ironclad
isolation, which makes us think that nothing can change. Longing
for God shatters our dreary routines and impels us to make the
changes we want and need. Longing for God has its roots in the
past yet does not remain there: it reaches out to the future. Believers
who feel this longing are led by faith to seek God, as the Magi did,
in the most distant corners of history, for they know that there the
Lord awaits them. 

CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY/FIRST SATURDAY/St.
Andre Bessette
8:30 am First Saturday Mass: Catherine Broderson
[Noreen Burnett]
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the People
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: James O’Sullivan
[Ellen O’Sullivan]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: INT of Jeffrey Sangster
[Stephen and Kelly Pellican, his Godparents]
BAPTISM OF THE LORD
12:10 pm Mass: Richard Krzyzaniak
[Greg and Laurie Sanders]
1:00 pm Amazing Greys Meeting—FFH
7:00 pm Evangelization Team Meeting—FFH
4:00 pm KofC Meeting—PC
ORDINARY WEEKDAY
8:30 am Mass: Frank Tomko
[Betty Cummings]
ORDINARY WEEKDAY
8:30 am Mass: Mary Descavich Murray
[Gina Jennings]
7:00 pm Finance Council Meeting—RCR

A R E A

ORDINARY WEEKDAY
8:30 am Mass: Richard Krzyzaniak
[Martin and Kathy Brogley]
ORDINARY WEEKDAY
8:30 am Mass: Dr. Richard Steiner
[Gina Jennings]
ORDINARY WEEKDAY/BVM/St. Hilary
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Florence Hnizdor, 14th
Anniversary
[Donna Hnizdor]
SECOND SUNDAY OF ORDIANRY TIME
8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: For the People
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: Jane M. Nev
[Gina Jennings]
Coffee Hour after each Sunday Mass
hosted by Homeschoolers

Please Pray for:

Sue and Ed Gardner
Alexa Gordon
Fr. Charlie Irvin
Betsy Kripas
Darryle Levandowski
Heidi O’Neal
Cindy Marie Remski
Ron Sangster
Bob Wachtel
Eddie Walz
ALTERNATIVES TO
ABORTION:

Right-to-Life MI Hotline
1-800-57WOMAN
Or visit www.optionline.org

Parish Family Birthdays
Jan 6.........Mark Kurasz
Jan 7 .........Doug Rickert
Jan 8 .........Richard Fielder
Jan 8 .........Joshua Miller
Jan 8 .........Cynthia Remski
Jan 9.........Katelyn Simpson
Jan 10 .......Duane Beuerle
Jan 11......... Lily McFarland
Jan 11......... Tim Tyler
Jan 12........Geneva Walkowe
Jan 13........Jeffrey Sangster
Jan 14........Matthew Radze

NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL
(post-abortion reconciliation and healing)
Call the confidential phone line:
517-993-0291 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI
Fr. Bosco’s’ article continued from page 1
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Lunch & Learn Series—Held each month at the Weber Center
the next session will be Tuesday, January 16th, 12:15-1:00 pm
Julius Nagy, Assistant Professor of Chemistry at Siena Heights
University, on “Food and Chemistry – Know What You Eat.”
Weber Center is on the campus of the Adrian Dominican Sisters’
Motherhouse Campus, 1257 E. Siena Heights Drive, Adrian.
Who Are You as a Christian? As science brings to light ever
more about the vastness of our universe and its evolution, how
do we fit God and humanity into the picture? That is the
question that Sister Sara Fairbanks, OP, PhD, will explore in her
two-part series, “Who Are You as a Christian in an Evolving
Universe?” Sessions will be held from 1:30-3:00 p.m. on
Wednesdays, January 17th and 24th. Each session is $5
registration is required call Weber Center at 517-266-4000 or
visit https://weber.adriandominicans.org/Registration.aspx
Cry to the Lord with One Voice—Annual Concert of Prayer for
Unity & Life, Wednesday, January 17th, 7:30 pm at Summit
International Assembly, 2118 Ann Arbor-Saline Rd, Ann Arbor MI
Spiritual Health for the New Year Retreat—January 20th at
St. Francis Retreat Center, DeWitt, MI. Learn about the
cornerstones of our spiritual health - participate in a variety of
prayer experiences designed to refresh your spirit and provide
tools to enrich your spiritual journey. Cost is $55. Phone 866669-8321 to register.
Pro-Life Porch Candles—Place a Choose Life Candle on your
porch Sunday, January 21st to commemorate all the babies
lost to abortion. Candles available at many local churches, the
Concert of Prayer, or contact Marilyn at (734-973-2422) or
mgeyer@provide.net

NEED HELP? “AA” group meets
Friday & Sunday nights at 7:00
pm in the Emanuel
church kitchen.

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by
Diocese) spiritual support group for those struggling with
same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a separate
support group for families and friends. Call 517-342-2596

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI
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A Word of Thanks
Fr. Bosco extends appreciation to the holiday decoration committee and all the
parishioners who purchased poinsettias in memory of our loved ones. Decoration
Committee members include Jim, Connie and Connie Achtenberg, Claudia Damian,
Susan Fielder (chairperson), Patricia Gibbons, Monica Kominars, the Nashif Family,
Astrida and Bill Punches, Laurie Sanders, Bob Sharpenberg, Amanda Walz, Tom
Kladzyk and Holiday Lighting. All parishioners are welcomed to participate and new
ideas are always encouraged. Also a heartfelt thank you to Tina Doyle and her family
and Mary Shaw for their hard work cleaning the church.
End of Year Giving
The IRS deadline is fast approaching to receive the 2017 tax advantages for your
contributions to St. Mary Church. Please consider if you might benefit by making an endof-the-year donation to the parish. All donations are tax deductible. We will be sending out
contribution letters in January to support your tax records. Please make sure that all
donations for the 2017 tax year are postmarked or delivered to the parish office by
December 31st.
A Gathering of Friends
Amazing Greys will be meeting on Monday, January 8th after the 12:10pm Mass.
Please plan to attend and bring a dish to pass. Lunch will be served in the Fr. Fisher
Hall. New members are encouraged to attend.
Alpha Reunion
All who participated in the fall Alpha Course are invited to attend a follow-up on Tuesday,
January 16th in the Fr. Fisher Hall at 7pm. There will be a short presentation by Nicky
Gumbel. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend. Your feedback will be appreciated.
The Fish Fry Needs Your Help
St. Mary's Fish Fry is back - for sure! The workers who remember the old days testify that
volunteering for the Fish Fry was fun. The 2006-2008 dinners earned $10,000/yr for the
parish. There are sign-up sheets in the vestibule to volunteer, so please decide to add your
name. Workers are needed for all 6 Thursdays & Fridays, plus Saturday, March 24th for
the final clean-up. Your participation will be a BIG help.
Altar Flower Cost Increase
The price for Altar flowers is now $40.00 due to an increase in cost of goods. Sign up
sheets are in the vestibule until the start of
Lent or when each week has been
scheduled.
And the Choir Sings on ...
Despite a rigorous performance schedule
over the holiday, the choir will continue to
rehearse for upcoming Sunday
performances. Rehearsals will be at 7 pm
in the Choir Loft on Wednesdays,
January 24th and February 11th.

Date: February 24, 2018—
10 am – 5 pm
Fr. Charlie Update
Location: Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Church—
Fr. Charlie Irvin has moved to Fairview
Michigan Center
Adult Foster Care (11656 N. Hartel Rd,
Cost: $35 adult & $25 student thru Jan 13
Grand Ledge MI 48837).
www.themanevent.org
For more news and events in the area, please visit our website: stmarymanchester.org
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Amazing
Greys
meet each second
Monday of the month
after 12:10 pm Mass.
The next meeting will
be on

Monday, Jan.
8th

COFFEE HOUR
JANUARY 14TH
Sponsored by the
Homeschoolers
To be a
sponsor,
contact Fr.
Bosco.

Sanctuary
Lamps
are burning this week for:
1) INT: Paul Kujda for
improved health
(Gerald and Mary Shaw)
2) Richard Tyzo
(David and Dianna Roberts)

Altar Flowers
for the week of
SUNDAY, JANUARY 7TH
are sponsored by
Ellen O’Sullivan

In Memory of
Jim O’Sullivan2nd Anniversary
St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY COLLECTION
Sunday, December 24, 2017
Sunday Envelopes ........... $5,112.00
Loose Cash & Checks ........$348.00
Welcome Envelopes ............. $75.00
Christmas Offering ..............$10.00
Solemnity of Mary................ $25.00
Christmas........................ $4,057.00
Weekly toward budget..... $5,570.00
Weekly goal..................... $5,300.00
Amt. ABOVE goal ............. $270.00
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Building and Maintenance ...$45.00
Retired Religious ...............$230.00
Evangelization ................... $100.00
Poor Box..............................$63.00
Votive Candle Receipts ........$56.00

