Reverend Fr. Bosco Padamattummal, Administrator
Deacon Dennis Walters

210 West Main Street, Manchester, MI 48158
Phone: (734) 428-8811
Email: stmarymanchester@gmail.com
Website: stmarymanchester.org
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 5:00 pm, Sunday 8:30 am and 10:30 am

Sancta Maria,
Ora Pro Nobis

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY• DECEMBER 31, 2017

“Three Lessons from the Holy Family” DEACON DENNIS WALTERS

A

question occurred to me from these readings: What
Christian families today are called to center themselves on
can we learn about marriage from the Holy Family God, but often don’t. Commitments other than God usually
that will help our marriages? A 10-minute homily doesn’t leave occupy the center, ranging from the serious (jobs, health), to the
time to say much, but I’d like to isolate three lessons from them urgent (kids’ sports), to the trivial (entertainments, purchases).
Sadly, many Catholics don’t regard prayer as important,
that apply to our marriages.
First, a disclaimer. Comparing the Holy Family with ours including attending Sunday Mass. Still, each family is a cell in
may look like comparing apples with oranges. Joseph, Mary, the Body of Christ; and if the cell isn’t spiritually healthy, the
and Jesus lived relatively primitive lives in a Middle Eastern Body won’t be either. For families to achieve spiritual health,
Jewish culture two thousand years ago; we live relatively two goals are vital: first, that each member of the family learn to
comfortable lives in a liberal, technological, post-Christian pray privately and do it regularly; and second, that the family
develop some pattern of prayer together. Without those two,
Western culture. They belonged
centering the family on God isn’t possible.
to extended families; ours are
typically nuclear. Jesus’ divinity,
Second lesson: In the Holy Family,
Mary’s sinlessness, and Joseph’s
Joseph is the head. Our first two readings
heroic virtue elevate them above
emphasize the importance of the father,
anything our families can match;
and allude to the need for headship and
whatever level of holiness we
subordination in marriage. Joseph was
responsible for Mary’s care, and Mary
attain can’t compare with theirs.
would have been subordinate in both
That said, here’s what I think
attitude and behavior to Joseph. As head
the Holy Family can teach us.
of the Holy Family, Joseph would have
First lesson: The Holy
been in charge of Jesus’ education. Not
Family is holy because it is
only would he teach Jesus his own trade,
centered on God, not on
but he would also make sure the boy was
themselves. Luke’s Gospel
able to read and understand Scripture well
combines two events: Mary’s
enough to explain passages in the
ritual purification forty days after
synagogue (something Luke says Jesus
ch i l dbi rt h , and J e sus ’
was very good at even at age twelve).
“redemption” as the first-born
In our culture, the husband’s headship
son, both required by the Mosaic
over the family is either rejected on
Law. We know from the Gospels
Holy Family, Joseph Paelnick, John Paul Getty Museum.
ideological grounds, is misapplied, or
that the extended family made
pilgrimages from Nazareth to Jerusalem for Passover each year, simply ignored. In Scripture, headship is service. It means the
and that Jesus kept up this practice as an adult. That everyone in opposite of domination over the wife; it means that the husband
the family prayed was a given. At a minimum, a pious Jew serves his wife as Jesus serves the Church, by giving himself up
would stop whatever he was doing seven times a day to pray, for her. In practice, headship means that the husband and the
especially the Shema Ysrael, which calls him to love God with wife work together to decide what the family needs are, and
all his heart, soul, and strength. But the three members of this then the husband makes sure those needs are met — even if he
household would have gone beyond the minimum. Not only must surrender his own preferences. Study after study in the
would they have engaged privately in personal conversation social sciences show that where the husband surrenders or
with God, they would have prayed together regularly and often
Continued on page 2
as a family.
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PARISH CALENDAR
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., DEC 30
1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:78a.8b-9.10/ Lk 2:36-40

SUN., DEC 31
Gn 15: 1-6; 21: 1-3 or
Sir 3: 2-6. 12-14/ Ps
105: 1-2. 3-4. 5-6. 8-9
(7a. 8a)/ Heb 11: 8. 1112. 17-19 or Col 3: 1221/ Lk 2: 22-40

MON., JAN. 1
Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:47/Lk 2:16-21 (18)

TUES., JAN. 2
1 Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:1928

WED., JAN. 3
1 Jn 2:29—3:6/Jn
1:29-34 (206)

THUR., JAN. 4
1 Jn 3:7-10/Jn 1:35-42
(207)

FRI., JAN. 5
1 Jn 3:11-21/Jn 1:43-51
(208)

SAT., JAN. 6
1 Jn 5:5-13/Mk 1:7-11
or Lk 3:23-38 or 3:23,
31-34, 36, 38 (209)

SUN., JAN. 7
Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a,
5-6/Mt 2:1-12 (20) Pss
Prop

CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Rodney Alan Hnizdor
[Donna Hnizddor]
HOLY FAMILY
8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: For the People
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: Thomas Burnett
[Noreen Burnett]
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
8:00-8:30 am Adoration
8:30 am Mass: Bernita Aiuto
[Shirley Krzyzaniak]
STS. BASIL THE GREAT AND GREGORY
NAZIENZEN
8:30 am Mass: Dr. George Schwab
[Noreen Burnett]
CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY/Most Holy Name of Jesus
8:30 am Mass: Joseph Fitzgerald
[Alice Kidd]
4:00 pm Staff Meeting—FFH
7:00 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meting—FFH
7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal—Choir Loft
ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON
8:30 am Mass: INT Donald Trump
[Lisa Chisnell]
ST. JOHN NEUMANN/FIRST FRIDAY
8:30 am Mass: Richard Krzyzaniak
[Wilma Lentz]
9:15 am Exposition and Adoration of the Blesses
Sacrament
8:00 pm Confession
10:00 pm Benediction and Closing of Adoration
CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY/FIRST SATURDAY/St.
Andre Bessette
8:30 am First Saturday Mass: Catherine Broderson
[Noreen Burnett]
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the People

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI
Deacon Dennis’ article continued from page 1

abandons his leadership of the family, the family suffers.
Third lesson: Within the Holy Family, relationships are
characterized by “heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness, and patience.” Among these virtues, one stands out as
cardinal in the Holy Family — humility. Whether Jesus was aware
of His own divinity as He matured, and whether Mary was aware
of her own sinlessness, it wouldn’t have changed how they related
to each other. Personal holiness never became a sword over
Joseph’s head. Jesus called Himself “meek and humble of heart,”
but He also called Himself a servant. Mary called herself the Lord’s
handmaid. Patience, the ability to handle suffering, is another virtue
that stands out in the Holy Family. They would need it, since
Simeon warned that suffering would be the family destiny.
To some degree, modern families recognize the importance of
compassion, gentleness, and kindness in family relationships.
Humility and the willingness to accept suffering are more difficult.
Divorces happen when pride, a false sense of independence, and a
refusal to accept even minor inconveniences color the relations
between spouses and between them and their children. When
husbands and wives dishonor each other in speech or behavior,
they teach their children how marriages fail. The antidote is
“heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience,”
and above all, profound love and respect for each other as persons.
To relatives and friends, the Holy Family didn’t appear
unusual. It appeared normal. That word normal is important — it
means the Holy Family followed a norm: the Law of Moses, the
pattern of faith everyone shared. Modern families are often
described as dysfunctional in one way or another. But they can be
normal. The Holy Family provides a practical model. Although the
Holy Family lived in a Middle Eastern culture two thousand years
ago, its internal pattern of life teaches our technologically
comfortable families how to function, if we pay attention to what
they have to teach. 

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: James O’Sullivan
[Ellen O’Sullivan]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: INT of Jeffery Sangster
[Stephen and Kelly Pellican, his Godparents]

Please Pray for:

Sue and Ed Gardner
Alexa Gordon
Fr. Charlie Irvin
Betsy Kripas
Darryle Levandowski
Heidi O’Neal
Cindy Marie Remski
Ron Sangster
Bob Wachtel
Eddie Walz
ALTERNATIVES TO
ABORTION:

Right-to-Life MI Hotline
1-800-57WOMAN
Or visit www.optionline.org

Parish Family Birthdays
Dec 30 .....Maryjean Schmitt
Dec 30 .....Joyce Stein
Dec 31.......Marguerite Dahl
Dec 31.......Mary Shaw
Jan 1 ..........David Zeilinski
Jan 2 .........Linda McGee
Jan 3 .........Gina Jennings
Jan 5 .........Constance Stancato
Jan 6.........Mark Kurasz
Jan 7 .........Doug Rickert

NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL
(post-abortion reconciliation and healing)
Call the confidential phone line:
517-993-0291 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

Date: February 24, 2018—10 am – 5 pm
Location: Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Church—Michigan Center
Cost: $35 adult & $25 student thru Jan 13
www.themanevent.org
NEED HELP? “AA” group meets
Friday & Sunday nights at 7:00
pm in the Emanuel
church kitchen.

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by
Diocese) spiritual support group for those struggling with
same sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a separate
support group for families and friends. Call 517-342-2596

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI
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Calendar Correction
January first is not a Holy Day of Obligation this year, therefore, there is no Vigil Mass
on Sunday, December 31st at 5:00 pm. Please note that there will be Adoration Monday,
January 1, 2018, from 8:00 am to 8:30 am followed by Holy Mass at 8:30 am.
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FIRST FRIDAY

ADORATION
of the Most
BLESSED
SACRAMENT

New Information for Serving
Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, Altar Servers & Ushers: If there
are any times in February that you cannot serve, please call me no later than today,
Sunday, December 31, 2017, to let me know. REMEMBER, Lent begins on Ash
Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2018, with an 8:30 am Mass and a 7:00 pm Mass. Thank You for
ALL that you do ~ call Astrida Punches, your NEW scheduler, at 734-476-9764 or email
me at astridapunches@gmail.com.
First Friday Adoration
This Friday is First Friday and our monthly opportunity to spend time before our Lord
exposed on the Altar for Adoration. Exposition follows 8:30 am Mass on Friday,
January 5th. Adoration will be available until Benediction at 10:00 pm. Please come and
spend some quiet time with the Lord. First Saturday will begin with Mass at 8:30 am. If
you have any questions or would like to volunteer as a committed adorer or a substitute
adorer call Pete Nashif 734-428-1836.

JANUARY 5TH
9:00 am until
Benediction
at 10:00 pm
(Confessions heard 8-9 pm)

** FIRST SATURDAY
MASS at 8:30 am **

Upcoming Choir Rehearsals
The Adult Choir will rehearse for Mass at 7pm on Wednesday, January 3rd in the choir
loft for the performance on the feast of Epiphany, January 7th.
The Fish Fry Needs Your Help
St. Mary's Fish Fry is back - for sure! The workers who remember the old days testify that
volunteering for the Fish Fry was fun. The 2006-2008 dinners earned $10,000/yr for the
parish. There are sign-up sheets in the vestibule to volunteer, so please decide to add your
name. Workers are needed for all 6 Thursdays & Fridays, plus Saturday, March 24th for the
final clean-up. Your participation will be a BIG help.
Altar Flower Cost Increase
Starting January 2018, the price for Altar flowers will be $40.00 due to an increase in
cost of goods. Sign up sheets will be in the vestibule until the start of Lent.

Sanctuary
Lamps
are burning this week for:
1) Chuck Cornell
(Jim and Marja Warner)
2) Dan Suemnick
(David Roberts)

Fr. Charlie Update
Fr. Charlie Irvin has moved to Fairview Adult Foster Care (11656 N. Hartel Rd, Grand
Ledge MI 48837). Please keep father Charlie in your prayers.
A R E A

N E W S

Spiritual Health for the New Year Retreat—January 20th at St. Francis Retreat Center,
DeWitt, MI. Learn about the cornerstones of our spiritual health - participate in a variety of
prayer experiences designed to refresh your spirit and provide tools to enrich your spiritual
journey. Mass, Eucharistic Adoration and/or Sacrament of Reconciliation will be offered. Cost is
$55. Phone 866-669-8321 to register.
HUSH Documentary Coming to St. Martha, Okemos “Women Deserve to Know" At 6:30
pm on Monday, January 8th, the St. Martha Council of Catholic Women (CCW) will be
showing the award-winning documentary HUSH (http://hushfilm.com). Indo-Canadian
Director, Punam Kumar Gill, felt that questioning anything around abortion was a treason to
her feminist identity. But she decided to take an honest and comprehensive look at this
controversial subject. This compelling documentary is open for all in the community (women
and men) to attend- come watch it with us! Childcare will be provided.

For more news and events in the area, please visit our website: stmarymanchester.org

St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY COLLECTION
Sunday, December 17, 2017
Sunday Envelopes ........... $3,860.00
Loose Cash & Checks ........$404.00
Welcome Envelopes ............. $44.00
Immaculate Conception ....... $85.00
Solemnity of Mary................ $40.00
Christmas.............................$30.00
Christmas Decorations ..........$5.00
Weekly toward budget..... $4,468.00
Weekly goal..................... $5,300.00
Amt. BELOW goal.............$832.00
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Building and Maintenance .$110.00
Retired Religious .................$35.00
Evangelization ................... $506.00
Poor Box................................$7.08
Votive Candle Receipts ........$40.00

