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Sancta Maria,
Ora Pro Nobis

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT • DECEMBER 17, 2017

“Miracle Babies of the Bible” FR. BOSCO PADAMATTUMMAL

Gospel is also about the mission of John the
T oday’s
Baptist because it has great theological importance.

does tell us that, “Manoah, from the tribe of Dan, was married to a
wife who could bear him no children (Judges 13:2).” A Messenger
When we look into the stories of the women in the Bible who of the Lord came to Manoah’s wife, and told her that though she is
struggled with infertility we see there are 7 miracle babies in the barren, that is about to change. He told her that she will give birth to
Bible, the 7th one is John the Baptist. Let us go through it in a son. He told her never to use a razor on his head, because she will
chronological order: All these miracle babies are sons and they are raise the boy as a Nazirite, dedicated to the True God, and he will be
the one to begin delivering Israel from the Philistines. She gave
each a type of Jesus Christ.
birth to a son, he is Samson. He is a
1. Sarah and Abraham: “When
type of Christ because he is betrayed
Abram was 99 years old, the Eternal
by his own people. They tied and
One appeared to him again, assuring
handed over him to the Philistines as
him of the promise of a child yet to
Jesus was tied and handed over by
come. (Genesis 17:1).”She was already
His people to the Romans, Samson
90 years old when God made this
broke the chains and Jesus broke the
promise to Abraham! And of course,
bonds of the tomb and came alive.
God kept His promise to Abraham and
Sarah, and Sarah gave birth to Isaac
5. Hannah and Elkanah: Hannah
(Genesis 21:1). As a type of Christ
prayed year after year for children.
Isaac was taken to the mountain to be
The Bible tells us that Hannah was
heartbroken, and she began to pray to
sacrificed by his father.
the Eternal One, weeping
2. Isaac and Rebekah: ”The
uncontrollably as she did (1 Samuel
Lord granted Isaac’s prayer, but only
Thanks to the Youth Group, Coffee Hour on
1:9-10). When Eli saw Hannah
after TWENTY YEARS of infertility.
December 10th was a festive occasion. Santa and
praying he rebuked her for being
Rebekah conceived and gave birth to
Mrs. Claus made an appearance to delight the
drunk. Hannah had to explain to him
children and Lee Wallison’s birthday was
TWINS (Jacob and Esau) after twenty
celebrated.
that she was not drunk, but that she
years of pleading with God.” Jacob
was a woman who has been pouring
becomes the father of the 12 Patriarchs
out
the
pain
in
her
soul
before
the Eternal One (1 Samuel 1:15).
like Jesus has 12 apostles.
3. Rachel and Jacob, Isaac and Rebekah’s younger son God remembered Hannah’s petition, and she became pregnant with
married sisters Leah and Rachel. Leah had six sons and one Samuel. He is a type of Christ because he is a priest, prophet
daughter, while Rachel had no children. Jacob and Rachel even Samuel eventually became the last and greatest judge of Israel.
6. The Shunammite Woman: The Bible does not even tell us
argued about this. The Bible tells us that Jacob became angry with
Rachel, saying, “Am I God? He’s the One responsible for you not this woman’s name. We only know that she was kind and
getting pregnant, not me.” Finally, Scripture tells us that “God hospitable to the prophet Elisha. She was barren, but Elisha
remembered Rachel. He heard her prayer. She conceived and gave promised her that, in exchange for her good service to him, she
birth to her first son. (Genesis 30:22)” She named him Joseph. would conceive a son (2 Kings 4:16-17). He is a type of Christ, we
Joseph is a type of Jesus. He was sold by his own brothers for the don’t have his name in the Bible but he died while he was working
price of a slave and left him to die but came out alive as Jesus did. in the field but rose again to life.
Joseph forgave all his brothers as Jesus forgave all, Joseph fed the
7. Elizabeth and Zechariah: We learn in Luke 1:6 that
whole world with bread when there was a famine and Jesus is the Elizabeth and Zechariah were good and just people in God’s
bread of life
Continued on page 2
4. Manoah’s wife: Though Scripture does not name her, it
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PARISH CALENDAR
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., DEC 16
Sir 48:1-4. 9-11/ Ps 80:
2ac and 3b. 15-16. 1819/ Mt 17: 9a. 10-13

ADVENT WEEKDAY/BVM
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Rose Lombard, a Birthday

Remembrance

[Donna Hnizdor and Samuel Lombard]

SUN., DEC 17
Is 61: 1-2a. 10-11/ Lk
1: 46-48. 49-50. 53-54/
1 Thes 5: 16-24/ Jn 1:
6-8. 19-28

MON., DEC 18
Jer 23: 5-8/ Ps 72: 1-2.
12-13. 18-19/ Mt 1:
18-25

TUES., DEC 19
Jgs 13: 2-7. 24-25a/ Ps
71: 3-4a. 5-6ab. 16-17/
Lk 1: 5-25

WED., DEC 20
Is 7: 10-14/ Ps 24: 1-2.
3-4ab. 5-6/ Lk 1: 26-38

THUR., DEC 21
Sg 2: 8-14 or Zep 3:
14-18a/ Ps 33: 2-3. 1112. 20-21/ Lk 1: 39-45

FRI., DEC 22
1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1.
4-5.6-7.8abcd/Lk 1:46-56

SAT., DEC 23
Mal 3: 1-4. 23-24/ Ps
25: 4-5ab. 8-9. 10 and
14/ Lk 1: 57-66

SUN., DEC 24
2 Sm 7: 1-5. 8b-12.
14a. 16/ Ps 89: 2-3. 45. 27. 29 (2a)/ Rom 16:
25-27/ Lk 1: 26-38

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (O Sapientia)
8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: Thomas Burnett
[Noreen Burnett]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: For the People
4:00 pm Choir Rehearsal—Choir Loft
7:00 pm Solemn Advent Vespers
ADVENT WEEKDAY (O Adonai)
12:10 pm Mass: Nicholas Hnizdor, a Birthday

Remembrance

[Donna Hnizdor ]
3:30 pm Religious Education Classes—PC
ADVENT WEEKDAY (O Radix Jesse)
8:30 am Mass: Richard Krzyzaniak
[Tom and Ruth Burch]
ADVENT WEEKDAY (O Clavis David)
8:30 am Mass: Chuck Cornell
[Kathy Cornell]
5:45 pm Children’s Choir Rehearsal—Choir Loft
7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal—Choir Loft
7:00 pm Fish Fry Planning—FFH
ADVENT WEEKDAY (O Oriens)/St. Peter Canisius
8:30 am Mass: Catherine Broderson
[Noreen Burnett]
ADVENT WEEKDAY (O Rex Gentium)
8:30 am Mass: Joseph and Helen Germek
[Martin and Kathy Brogley]
ADVENT WEEKDAY (O Emmanuel)/St. John Kanty
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass:INT: Leah McGlinn, birthday
[Her Family]
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: For the People
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass:INT: Erin Hawley, health of her twins
[Noreen Burnett]
5:00 pm Mass: William Boyd a Christmas
Remembrance
[The Boyd Family]
10:30 pm Choir Rehearsal—Choir Loft
Midnight Mass: Josephine Watne
[Jim and Ella Landini]

For more news and events in the area, please visit our
website: stmarymanchester.org
NEED HELP? “AA” group meets
Friday & Sunday nights at 7:00
pm in the Emanuel
church kitchen.

ALTERNATIVES TO
ABORTION:

Right-to-Life MI Hotline
1-800-57WOMAN
Or visit www.optionline.org

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic
(endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support
group for those struggling with same sex
attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a separate
support group for families and friends. Call
517-342-2596

NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL
(post-abortion reconciliation and healing)
Call the confidential phone line:
517-993-0291 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI
Fr. Bosco’s article continued from page 1

sight, walking with integrity in the Lord’s ways. But they had the
sadness that, due to Elizabeth’s infertility, they were childless.
Additionally, they were both well past childbearing years. There
are just so many cool things about this story. A Messenger of the
Lord came to Zechariah and explained to him that his wife would
have a son, whom they were to call John. He would be filled with
the Holy Spirit, even in Elizabeth’s womb, and he would be born
with the mission to turn many of the people of Israel around to
follow the path of the Lord their God (Luke 1:14-16). Elizabeth’s
son John the Baptist was being born to fulfill a prophesy. He is a
type of Jesus as he is bold and courageous before the kings and
preached the baptism of repentance to welcome the Messiah. He
was being born as the Lord’s forerunner, the one who would
prepare the people and make them ready for God (Luke 1:17). Just
one year of active ministry, he quickly disappears. Just one main
prophecy: Prepare your hearts to welcome the Messiah.
In today’s Gospel we see people coming to ask John, “Are you
Elijah?” It is because of two reasons. First of all, at the time of
Jesus, some of them believed in reincarnation due to the Greek
influence. They believed before the Messiah comes Elijah would
come to prepare them. Even when Jesus asks His disciples, “Who
do you say that I am?” They said, “Some think that you are Elijah.”
That is another proof for their belief in the reincarnation. We see
that John the Baptist was in the spirit and the power of Elijah but
not actually Elijah reincarnated. Living an austere life in the
wilderness as Elijah did, living a simple lifestyle with simple food
and clothing it is said, "He wore a rough garment, either made of
camel's hair or of a skin like Elijah.” Again preaching like Elijah on
repentance, then bold and courageous before kings John said to the
king “It is not right to keep your brothers wife”. In both cases
people came to them to listen to them to receive the baptism of
repentance, they did not go to the people because they were far
from the city and the people. Dear brothers and sister like John the
Baptist we are to show Jesus to others as He is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sins of the world, that was another radical
change that occurred in Jesus as John tells, till that time for the
4000 years they sacrificed lambs for the atonement of their sins.
John showed Jesus to the people and said He is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sins of the
world, there will no longer be a Parish Family Birthdays
need for animal sacrifices as He
Dec 16 ...... Ann Dunn
Dec 16 ...... Mary Frances Fielder
will die for our salvation. That is
Dec 16 ...... Christine Kanta
the Good News we have to preach,
Dec 16 ...... Thadd Szufnar
Dec 17 ...... Nancy Cocco
that in Jesus’ blood we are
Dec 20..... Natalie Bargardi
redeemed.
Dec 21 ...... Mikayla Ball
Dec 21 ...... Mario Miller
Dec 24 ..... Randy Belue
Dec 24 ..... Leocadia Wallison

Please Pray for:

Alfie Evans
June Faubion
Sue and Ed Gardner
Alexa Gordon
Fr. Charlie Irvin

Betsy Kripas
Nick Krzyzaniak
Darryle Levandowski
Heidi O’Neal
Cindy Marie Remski
Ron Sangster

Bob Wachtel
Eddie Walz

Repose of the Soul:
Martin Densereau
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Solemn Vespers
Let your heart be filled with sounds of the season
TONIGHT at 7pm by attending Solemn Vespers in the
Church. The choir has prepared a feast for your ears and
your soul. This sacred music and spiritual readings are the
perfect start for the Third week of Advent.
Upcoming Choir Rehearsals
The Adult Choir rehearsals will be Wednesday evenings at
7pm in the choir loft Dec. 20th and Jan. 3rd. Additional
rehearsals will be Sun. Dec 17th at 4pm and Dec. 24th at
10:30pm. Adult Choir performances are scheduled for
Dec. 17th at 7pm, Dec. 24th and Jan. 7th. The Children’s
Choir will perform on Dec. 25th at 10am Mass. The final
rehearsal will be at 5:45pm in the choir loft Dec. 20th.
Preparing the Church for Christmas
The annual church cleaning for Christmas will be held
on Saturday, December 23rd at 10:00am. Please come
with a clean rag & bucket to help prepare our church for
Christmas! Many hands make light work! We will also
need your help to decorate the church on December 22nd
and 23rd Sign up sheets will be in the vestibule.
The Fish Fry Needs Your Help
St. Mary's Fish Fry is back - for sure! It has been a decade
since our parish hosted this event in Manchester. The first
committee meeting was Nov 29th. So far, 20 parishioners
have signed-up to work and lead the 6 dinners scheduled for
Fridays beginning Feb 16th, ending March 23rd.The workers
who remember the old days testify that volunteering for the
Fish Fry was fun. The 2006-2008 dinners earned $10,000/yr
for the parish. But 20 is less than half the number of needed
volunteers. There will be sign-up sheets in the vestibule at
this Mass and for several weeks, so please decide to add your
name. Workers are needed for all 6 Thursdays & Fridays,
plus Saturday, March 24th for the final clean-up. Your
participation will be a BIG help. The next meeting will be
on Wednesday, Dec 20th at 7pm in Fr. Fisher Hall.
End of Year Giving
Please also consider St. Mary’s when making your end of the
year gifts. Your checks must be received by December 31st.
Support Retired Clergy and Religious
An envelope for ‘Retired Religious’ was included with
your weekly envelopes and there are extras available in
each pew for your use. The priests and sisters who have
given their lives in service of the church rely on you to
assist with their retirement expenses so please be as
generous as possible.
Altar Flower Cost Increase
Starting January 2018, the price for Altar flowers will be
$40.00 due to an increase in cost of goods. Sign up sheets
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will be in the vestibule until the start of Lent.
A St. Mary’s Fundraiser
Don’t forget the UofM fans on your Christmas shopping
list! Consider giving them a beautiful 2018 UofM/Ann
Arbor calendar that features lovely watercolor drawings by
Bill Shurtliff. Copies are in the vestibule of the Church.
100% of the proceeds go to St. Mary’s! The suggested
minimum donation is $5 – don’t hesitate to be more
generous! Please put your donation in a plain envelope and
mark it “Calendar Fundraiser.” you may put it in the
collection basket or mail to parish office.
Gifts for SLC Residents
Our parish is still giving art and craft supplies to St. Louis
Center. You will find a box in the vestibule to place your
contributions in. Please drop them off by December 22nd
to insure delivery for Christmas.
Calendar Correction
January first is not a Holy day of obligation this year,
therefore, there is no Vigil Mass on Sunday, December
31st at 5:00 pm. Please note that there will be Adoration
on Monday, January 1, 2018, from 8:00 am to 8:30
am followed by Holy Mass at 8:30 am.
New Information for Serving
Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion,
Altar Servers & Ushers: If there are any times in February
that you cannot serve, please call me no later than Sunday,
December 31, 2017, to let me know. REMEMBER, Lent
begins on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2018, with an 8:30 am
Mass and a 7:00 pm Mass. Thank You for ALL that you
do ~ call Astrida Punches, your NEW scheduler, at 734476-9764 or email me at astridapunches@gmail.com.
Fr. Charlie Update
Fr. Charlie Irvin has moved to Fairview Adult Foster Care
(11656 N. Hartel Rd, Grand Ledge MI 48837). Please
keep father Charlie in your
St. Mary Roman
prayers.
Catholic Church
Stewardship

Sanctuary
Lamps
are burning this week for:
1) INT: Fr. Bosco, For Good
Health & Strength
(Inge and Peter Roncoli)
2) INT: Deacon Dennis
Walters, For Good Health &
Strength
(Inge and Peter Roncoli)

WEEKLY COLLECTION
Sunday, December 3, 2017
Sunday Envelopes ........... $6,285.00
Loose Cash & Checks .......... $74.77
Welcome Envelopes ............. $13.01
Immaculate Conception ....... $10.00
Solemnity of Mary................ $10.00
Christmas Offering ..............$20.00
Christmas Decorations ........$30.00
Weekly toward budget..... $6,442.78
Weekly goal..................... $5,300.00
Amt. ABOVE goal .......... $1,142.78
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Retired Religious .................$90.00
Building and Maintenance .$412.00
Raffle Tickets .......................$10.00
Poor Box..............................$17.55
Votive Candle Receipts ........$54.00

