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“Are you in the Company of Jesus?” FR. B OSCO PADAMATTUMMAL

T

oday's Gospel text is the first of three eschatological
parables of the Kingdom of Heaven, which we will
hear on these final three Sundays of this Liturgical Year. They
are situated in the context of St. Matthew’s discourse on the end
times and the second coming of Christ in Chapter 25. They are
each famous for their ways of focusing our attention on how to
live life in this world while preparing for life in the next world,
in God’s kingdom. In fact, they are not about giving up earthly
life, but rather, about how to engage this life ever more fully,
responsibly, and thoughtfully!
'The parable of the ten virgins' at a wedding which we hear
in the Gospel reading of today is a homely tale climaxing in the
line, “Therefore, stay awake, because you do not know either
the day or the hour.” Again, today's parable is found only in the
Gospel of Matthew and it is partially an allegory told in the
context of the culture and custom of a Jewish wedding of the
time, which is different from ours. In this parable, Matthew is
telling the Christian community that the return of the Lord may
be delayed beyond their expectation and that they should,
therefore, prepare for the long wait by providing enough oil for
their lamps. Many details of the parable make good sense when
seen against the framework of this principal theme. The
bridegroom is Christ, the Lord. The bride is the Church. The ten
virgins represent the totality of the members of the Church, as
they await the Lord's coming. On the basis of what happens
later on, five are described as wise or sensible and five as
foolish. Their wisdom here consists in their taking prudent steps
OnThe
Friday,
3rd,
PrayerNovember
by James Seward
Fr. Bosco visited our oldest
parishioner Rita Townsend
at Cambrian Assisted
Living in Tecumseh. She
will celebrate her 99th
birthday March 3, 2018.
That evening, the Youth
Group ventured out to
Blast Corn Maze in Dexter
and did just that: had a
blast!!! They stopped at
A&W afterward to enjoy a
bite to eat.

to do what they need to do in order to come face to face with
their Lord. The lamps, which all the virgins had, could represent
faith which all Christians have. The oil, which some of them
had and others did not, would then represent good works. A
lamp without oil is like faith without good works - dead and
useless.
Now, as we approach the end of the Liturgical Year, the
Church, through the Gospel, invites us to contemplate the end –
the end of our lives and the end of the world. The conclusion to
be drawn from today's Gospel parable is this: the time of the
arrival of our Lord as Judge of the Universe, the day on which
the eternal wedding feast of Christ with His elect will begin, is
as uncertain as the arrival of the bridegroom. A follower of
Christ cannot afford to be casual and unprepared for that
moment. The situation can be compared to a student who
studies his lessons regularly. When a surprise test is given, he is
ready and passes it. He is like the wise virgins. On the other
hand, the student who studies only when there is an announced
test is like the foolish virgins. When a surprise test is given, he is
not prepared and thus fails. Finally, when the final examination
comes and having no regular study habits, he crams and, more
often than not, fails the course. We are asked therefore to be like
the wise virgins: to be always vigilant, to be always
prepared. “Therefore, stay awake, because you do not know
either the day or the hour. Again, the way to prepare for the end
is neither to live in fear and anxiety, or to go after prophets and
Continued on page 2
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PARISH CALENDAR
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., NOV 11
Rom 16: 3-9. 16. 2227/ Ps 145: 2-3. 4-5.
10-11/ Lk 16: 9-15

SUN., NOV 12
Wis 6: 12-16/ Ps 63: 2.
3-4. 5-6. 7-8 (2b)/ 1
Thes 4: 13-18/ Mt 25:
1-13

MON., NOV 13
Wis 1: 1-7/ Ps 139: 1b3. 4-6. 7-8. 9-10/ Lk
17: 1-6

TUES., NOV 14
Wis 2: 23 – 3: 9/ Ps
34: 2-3. 16-17. 18-19/
Lk 17: 7-10

WED., NOV 15
Wis 6: 1-11/ Ps 82: 34. 6-7/ Lk 17: 11-19

THUR., NOV 16
Wis 7: 22b – 8: 1/ Ps
119: 89. 90. 91. 130.
135. 175/ Lk 17: 20-25

FRI., NOV 17
Wis 13: 1-9/ Ps 19: 23. 4-5ab/ Lk 17: 26-37

SAT., NOV 18
Wis 18: 14-16; 19: 69/ Ps 105: 2-3. 36-37.
42-43/ Lk 18: 1-8.
Proper readings
forPeter & Paul: Acts
28: 11-16. 30-31/ Ps
98: 1. 2-3ab. 3cd-4. 56/ Mt 14: 22-33

SUN., NOV 19
Prv 31: 10-13. 19-20.
30-31/ Ps 128: 1-2. 3.
4-5/ 1 Thes 5: 1-6/ Mt
25: 14-30

visionaries that claim to have access to God’s secret calendar of
how and when the world will end, nor it is a question of taking a
gamble on making a last-minute confession on our deathbed. A
surprising number of people do not die in their beds. It is a question
rather of what I plan to do this very day and every day. There is
absolutely no better way to prepare for the final call than, first, to
put it completely out of one's head, and, second, to learn to spend
each and every day in the company of Jesus.”
Finally, in an emergency there are some things we can borrow
from others at short notice. But we can also say in the context of
today's parable that the 'oil' of loving service is not strictly speaking
transferable to others. Our preparedness to meet the Lord is
something that is ultimately only our responsibility. No one can
say 'Yes' to Christ on my behalf. So, while the foolish virgins went
off to make up for lost and wasted time, those who were ready
went into the wedding hall. Then the door was locked. All are
invited, but not all get inside. All are called but few are among the
chosen ones. This is not due to any partiality on the bridegroom's
part but because of the tardiness of some in responding to the
invitation. The locked door means that access to Jesus is not
automatic or to be altogether taken for granted. And that is
precisely the warning in today's parable - “Therefore, stay awake,
because you do not know either the day or the hour.” And this is
the Good News of today. 

ST. MARTIN OF TOURS
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: MJ Kidd
[Alice Kidd]
THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME
8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: For the People
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: Joseph Germek
[Martin and Kathy Brogley]
Coffee Hour after Each Sunday
Mass—Religious Education
ST. FRANCES XAVIER CABRINI
12:10 pm Mass: MJ Kidd, 16th Anniversary
[Michelle Hagopian, his daughter]
1:00 pm Amazing Greys—FFH
3:30 pm Religious Education Classes—PC
7:00 pm Knights of Columbus Meeting—PC
7:00 pm Evangelization Team Meeting—FFH
ORDINARY WEEKDAY
8:30 am Mass: Richard Krzyzaniak
[The Krzyzaniak Family]
6:00 pm Alpha Course Talk 10—FFH
ORDINARY WEEKDAY/St. Albert the Great
8:30 am Mass: Esther Pelliccia
[John and Tina Doyle and Family]
7:00 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting—FFH
ORDINARY WEEKDAY/Sts. Margaret of Scotland &
Gertrude the Great
8:30 am Mass: Thomas Burnett
[Noreen Burnett]

Small Cross . . . Powerful Message

The Knights of Columbus strive to spread the fellowship of Christianity by helping
homeowners in the Manchester and Saline areas place simple white crosses in their
yards. The Knights make these simple visible signs of Jesus. They can be picked up at
the Flower Garden store in Manchester for a donation of $5.00. Thank you for making
your faith visible in this simple way and for your support!

ST. ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY
8:30 am Mass: Merle and Emily Cummings
[Betty Cummings]
ORDINARY WEEKDAY/BVM/Dedication of the
Basilica of Sts. Peter & Paul/ St. Rose Philippine Duchesne
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Charles and Dorothy Van

Beylen

[Jo and Jeff Wells]
5:00 pm Youth Group Retreat and Lock-In-PC

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME
8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: Rose Skynar, a Birthday

Remembrance from your Niece

[Donna Hnizdor]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: For the People

Please Pray for:

John Curley
June Faubion
Sue and Ed Gardner
Fr. Charlie Irvin
Betsy Kripas

Heidi O’Neal
Cindy Marie Remski
Ron Sangster
Bob Wachtel
Eddie Walz
Jim Warner
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Kalamazoo Ringers and Detroit Handbell Ensemble will perform
November 12th at 4pm at Chelsea First United Methodist Church,
128 Park Street. All concerts are free and open to the public.
Ave Fall Fest 2017, will be held Thursday, November 16th for high
school seniors and juniors. Learn about Ave Maria University (AMU)
Michigan Scholarships. Tom Monaghan, founder of AMU and AMSL,
is hosting the event at Domino’s Farms in Ann Arbor. This EVENT IS
FREE but registration is necessary. Contact Mary Karen
at mcclellan@avemariafoundation.org or 734-930-9441.
St. Joseph Holiday Festival Saturday, November 18th 10am-4pm
at 9425 Whittaker Rd., Ypsilanti. Crafter tables still available contact
Pat at 734-461-6969.
“Entering the Heart of God” silent retreat November, 17-19. The
retreat is based on Fr. Charlie Irvin’s book by the same title, taking
the Our Father and breaking it open to expose the richness that lies
within the prayer our Lord gave us. The weekend offers ample time
for individual reflection, and spiritual direction. To register visit
www.stfrancis.ws or 517-669-8321.
For more news and events in the area, please visit our website: stmarymanchester.org

ALTERNATIVES TO
ABORTION:

Right-to-Life MI Hotline
1-800-57WOMAN
Or visit www.optionline.org

NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL
(post-abortion reconciliation and healing)
Call the confidential phone line:
517-993-0291 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

NEED HELP? “AA” group
meets Friday & Sunday nights
at 7:00 pm in the Emanuel
church kitchen.

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by
Diocese) spiritual support group for those struggling with same
sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a separate support group for
families and friends. Call 517-342-2596
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Remembering our Loved Ones

Attention Ladies of St. Mary's

The month of November is when we
remember and honor the faithful departed.
To give honor to our deceased relatives,
the ‘Book of Eternal Life’ will be placed at
the front of the Church for each parishioner
to inscribe the names of their loved ones on
its pages.

Shortly you will be receiving the annual
Holiday Letter with tickets for the Holiday
Drawing. There are 4 prizes to choose from if
you are lucky enough to have one of your
tickets drawn. As you know, there is also the
Annual Bake Sale which takes place at
Manchester United Methodist Church on Dec.
2nd. We are in NEED of one or two of you to
be the chairperson(s) and people who will help
her/them. Please step forward for this. The Altar
Society only has 3 fundraisers a year: the
Wreath Sale, this bake sale and the Holiday
Drawing. Please help us by working, baking,
canning, etc. Thank You ~ without you, we
could not do what we do for St. Mary's.

Altar Society Wreath Sale
The Altar Society is selling decorated
wreaths, centerpieces with a candle, grave
blankets, and grave pillows. They are made
in Michigan and seem to stay fresh for
months. Orders are due with payment
today Sunday, November 12th. Items will
be distributed the first weekend in
December after all weekend Masses. Any
questions, please call Sandi Kwolek
at 734-428-7674.
Amazing Greys
Members of the Amazing Greys will gather
tomorrow, Monday, November 13th
following the 12:10 pm Mass for a potluck
luncheon and a time of fellowship. Please
also save the date for our upcoming
Advent Dinner December 3rd at 5:00 pm.
Early Bulletin Deadline
In order for the staff of the printing
company to enjoy the Thanksgiving
holiday, there will be an early publication
deadline for the November 26th bulletin.
Please submit any items to be included for
that weekend’s publication no later than
November 14th.
Upcoming Choir Rehearsals
Advent Vespers and the Christmas season
will include many performances of the
Parish Choir. The Adult Choir rehearsals
will be Wednesday evenings at 7 pm in the
choir loft Nov. 29th, Dec. 6th, 13th, 20th
and Jan. 3rd. Additional rehearsals will be
Sun. Dec 17th at 4 pm and Dec. 24th at
10:30pm. Adult Choir performances are
scheduled for Dec. 17th at 7 pm, Dec. 24th
and Jan. 7th. The Children’s Choir will
perform on Dec. 25th at 10 am Mass.
Rehearsals will be at 5:45 pm in the choir
loft Dec. 6th, 13th and 20th.

Turkey Basket Appeal
Daily Apostle has been the safety valve for
hundreds of desperate families that cannot
get on organization lists. Building the
Kingdom of God on Earth as it is in
Heaven is a year-round Labor of Love.
New donors, more volunteers, especially
great bakers are crucial for us to succeed in
reaching our goal of 1,200 complete
Baskets to needy families. Stand with us in
glory as we attempt to reach it. Whatever
you give is appreciated.
The food baskets will be assembled and
delivered November 20th-22nd. If you
have any questions or would like to
participate in assembly or delivery please
contact Brent Heyer of Daily Apostle at
517-894-4334, trinity@dailyapostle.org or
visit
the
website
http://
www.dailyapostle.org click on
Thanksgiving 2017 for more information
or to learn other ways to help. St. Mary
Youth
Group
Amazing
members made
Greys
meet each second
baked goods for
Monday of the month
after 12:10 pm Mass.
the
baskets
The next meeting will
d ur i n g
t he i r
be on
Monday, Nov.
retreat
this
13th
weekend.
Send Tidings of Good Cheer
Members of St. Louis Center
Aktion Club will be selling
Christmas cards after each
Mass this weekend November
11th - 12th. Cost is 10/$10.
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COFFEE HOUR
after Masses TODAY
November 12th sponsored
by Religious
Education.
To be a sponsor,
contact Fr.
Bosco.

Parish Family Birthdays
Nov 11.......Donna Hnizdor
Nov 11.......Suzanne Schoendorf
Nov 13......Ingeborg Roncoli
Nov 14......Michael Sandoval
Nov 14......Dawn Stancato
Nov 15......Therese Bossory
Nov 15......Kathleen Hagerman
Nov 16......Breeda Miller
Nov 17 ......Jonathan Gregory
Nov 18......Jacob Fielder
Nov 18......Julia Nashif
Nov 19......Mary Herschelman

Sanctuary
Lamps
are burning this week for:
1) Richard Widmayer
(Loretta Widmayer and Family)

2) The Health and Protection
of the Strong & Ramde
Families
(Scott & Sylvie Strong)
St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY COLLECTION
Sunday, October 29, 2017

Sunday Envelopes ........... $3,533.60
Loose Cash & Checks ........$190.00
Welcome Envelopes ............. $43.00
All Saint’s Day.....................$25.00
All Souls’ Day....................$120.00
Weekly toward budget..... $3,911.60
Weekly goal..................... $5,300.00
Amt. BELOW goal.......... $1,388.40
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Poor Box..............................$15.55
Votive Candle Receipts ........$59.00

Altar Flowers
for the week of
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12TH
are sponsored by
Pat Fitzgerald

INT: Health of the Fitzgerald Family

