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On Setting an Example DEACON DENNIS WALTERS

Our

readings today indict professional religious
people for failing to practice what they preach.
Actually, that same indictment can apply to just about all of us
at one time or another. Either way, the harm that religious
hypocrisy causes can have lasting consequences.
My family used to know a young man named Scott. The
whole neighborhood knew him, especially the kids. He was the
sort of fellow that could turn an ordinary school field event into
a carnival by creating devices like an air cannon made of PVC
tubing and powered by a vacuum cleaner that could shoot
potatoes at a target fifty feet away. Because Sue provided
daycare for his daughter, our families became fairly close. He
knew we were churchgoers; he himself had no particular faith.
Occasionally, we would invite Scott to a prayer meeting,
but he would always decline. Once, when I invited him to an
event I thought he’d enjoy, he explained his reason for saying
no. During his childhood, his
family attended a local Protestant
church. At one point when Scott
was older, his father made it
known that he (the father) didn’t
really believe anything the church
taught. The only reason for
attending church was to network
with “people who counted”. And
in fact, the father could identify
several other men in that
congregation who attended
services for similar reasons.
The Prayer by James Seward
That revelation torpedoed
Scott’s faith. It taught him that what he heard from the pulpit
meant nothing, and religious observance was for hypocrites. His
attitude began slowly to improve after his efforts to rebuild a
failed marriage succeeded. But tragically, just as it looked as if
he might be coming open to faith, he and his daughter were
killed in a car crash.
The prophet Malachi ministered during a period when
Israel, having returned from exile, was rebuilding. He saw three
problems that needed urgent reform: Levitical priests gave
watered-down or misleading catechesis, Israelite men were

divorcing their Jewish wives and marrying Gentile women, and
worshipers would present for sacrifice animals they merely
wanted to get rid of rather than offering God the best of their
flocks. In short, the practice of Israelite faith was becoming a
façade.
In the Gospel, Jesus takes aim at the behavioral example set
by the scribes and Pharisees. First, a couple of definitions:
phylacteries are small leather cases tied by cords to the left
forearm and to the forehead during prayer; the phylacteries
would contain Scripture verses as reminders of faith. Also,
tassels were sewn to the four corners of a man’s prayer shawl,
again as a reminder of devotion to the Law. As a devout Jew,
Jesus would have worn both. What He objects to is the
showiness involved in making phylacteries bigger or tassels
longer than most people’s. He gives other examples of showing
off one’s religious importance: taking the best seats in church,
being greeted by “the right people,”
sporting honorary titles.
Of course, it’s easy to make fun of titles
used for Church personages. Titles like
Your Excellency for a bishop, Your
Eminence for a cardinal, or Your
Holiness for a pope are holdovers from
times when royal titles were important,
and they’re still used for formal
occasions. But it’s one thing for the
Church to set rules of protocol for
addressing certain categories of
ministers out of respect for the office;
it’s another thing for the minister to
arrogate that title to himself — which is what the scribes and
Pharisees were doing.
Some Jews still wear phylacteries and prayer shawls with
tassels as reminders. We Catholics have similar ways of
reminding ourselves of our faith by the blessed objects (called
sacramentals) that we carry around — our crosses, medals,
rosaries, and bibles. Where we earn Jesus’ criticism is when we
use these things to show off: when our pectoral cross (worn
outside our clothes) is bigger than the bishop’s, when we
Continued on page 2
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PARISH CALENDAR
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., NOV 4

FIRST SATURDAY/BVM/St. Charles Borromeo
8:30
am Mass: Richard Krzyzaniak
Rom 11: 1-2a. 11-12.
[The Krzyzaniak Family]
25-29/ Ps 94: 12-13a.
14-15. 17-18/ Lk 14: 1. 3:30-4:30 pm Confession
7-11
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Nicolette Hnizdor Smith, a

Birthday Remembrance
[Donna Hnizdor, Her Sister]

SUN., NOV 5
Mal 1: 14b – 2: 2b. 810/ Ps 131: 1. 2. 3/ 1
Thes 2: 7b-9. 13/ Mt
23: 1-12

MON., NOV 6
Rom 11: 29-36/ Ps 69:
30-31. 33-34. 36/ Lk
14: 12-14

TUES., NOV 7
Rom 12: 5-16ab/ Ps
131: 1bcde. 2. 3/ Lk
14: 15-24

WED., NOV 8
Rom 13: 8-10/ Ps 112:
1b-2. 4-5. 9/ Lk 14:
25-33

THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME
8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: Christine Marie Hessling
[The Hessling Family]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: For the People
12:00 pm Baptism—Caitriona Bella McClorey
12:00 pm First Communion Class—PC
ORDINARY WEEKDAY
No 12:10 pm Mass in Manchester Today
3:30 pm Religious Education Classes—PC
ORDINARY WEEKDAY
8:30 am Mass: INT: Aidan Doyle’s 18th Birthday
[John and Tina Doyle and Family]
6:00 pm Alpha Course Talk 9—FFH
ORDINARY WEEKDAY
8:30 am Mass: Richard Krzyzaniak
[Jeff and Pam Wallace]
4:00 pm Staff Meeting—FFH
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal—Choir Loft

THUR., NOV 9

DEDICATION OF LATERAN BASILICA IN ROME
Ez 47: 1-2. 8-9. 12/ Ps 8:30 am Mass: John (John’s 50th Anniversary) and
46: 2-3. 5-6. 8-9/ 1 Cor
Agnes Greiner
3: 9c-11. 16-17/ Jn 2:
[Jim and DeeDee Sahakian]
13-22

FRI., NOV 10

Rom 15: 14-21/ Ps 98:
1. 2-3ab. 3cd-4/ Lk 16:
1-8

SAT., NOV 11
Rom 16: 3-9. 16. 2227/ Ps 145: 2-3. 4-5.
10-11/ Lk 16: 9-15

ST. LEO THE GREAT
8:30 am Mass: Richard Krzyzaniak
[Mary Krzyzaniak]
ST. MARTIN OF TOURS
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: MJ Kidd
[Alice Kidd]

SUN., NOV 12

THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME
Wis 6: 12-16/ Ps 63: 2. 8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: For the People
3-4. 5-6. 7-8 (2b)/ 1
10:00-10:15 am Confession
Thes 4: 13-18/ Mt 25:
1-13
10:30 am Mass: Joseph Germek
[Martin and Kathy Brogley]
Coffee Hour after Each Sunday
Mass—Religious Education

Please Pray for:

Kathy and Megan Cornell
Sue and Ed Gardner
Fr. Charlie Irvin
Betsy Kripas
Joachim Ramde
Cindy Marie Remski
Bob Wachtel
ALTERNATIVES TO
ABORTION:

Right-to-Life MI Hotline
1-800-57WOMAN
Or visit www.optionline.org

Loretta Widmayer
Eddie Walz

Repose of the Soul:
Chuck Cornell

NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL
(post-abortion reconciliation and healing)
Call the confidential phone line:
517-993-0291 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org
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display rosaries or medals as jewelry, when we ostentatiously read
our bibles in public. Perhaps such displays of devotion are genuine;
but even children can tell the difference between real devotion and
mere show.
Jesus calls for humility in the practice of our faith. Humility
means that our practice is sincere, not for show. Humility does not
mean that we keep our faith hidden; we can and should be open in
what we say about it and how we live it. Parents have the solemn
duty to teach their children the faith, not just by telling (“Do as I
say!”) but also by showing (“Do as I do”). The best way to teach
children to love the faith is to let them see how Mom and Dad love
it in practice. In particular, research shows that the example of the
father is even more important for children than that of the mother
— which ought to make us fathers sit up and take notice.
That’s what’s so pernicious about what my friend Scott
learned from his father. In an effort to exalt himself in the eyes of
his fellows, Scott’s father was humbled — brought low — in the
eyes of his son, and ruined his son’s faith. The parents, particularly
the fathers, who sincerely attend church, teach and pray for their
children, and become active in the parish community are true
servants to their families. They will be exalted not only in their
children’s eyes but in God’s. 
Members of St. Louis Center
Aktion Club will be selling
Christmas cards
after each
weekend Mass
November 11th
and 12th. Cost is
10/$10.

A R E A

Small Cross . . . Powerful Message

The Knights of Columbus strive to
spread the fellowship of Christianity by
helping homeowners in the Manchester
and Saline areas place simple white
crosses in their yards. The Knights make
these simple visible signs of Jesus. They
can be picked up at the Flower Garden
store in Manchester for a donation of
$5.00. Thank you for your support!

N E W S

FINAL JERICHO MARCH TODAY! Sunday, Nov. 5th at the
Planned Parenthood abortion facility in Ann Arbor beginning
at 8am with the final lap at 2 pm. Biblical & Prayerful - appropriate for
the whole family! Chilly Chili Closing Celebration to follow at 3pm.
Ave Fall Fest 2017, will be held Thursday, November 16th for high
school seniors and juniors. Learn about Ave Maria University (AMU)
Michigan Scholarships. Tom Monaghan, founder of AMU and AMSL,
is hosting the event at Domino’s Farms in Ann Arbor. This EVENT IS
FREE but registration is necessary. Contact Mary Karen
at mcclellan@avemariafoundation.org or 734-930-9441.
St. Joseph Holiday Festival Saturday, November 18th 10am-4pm
at 9425 Whittaker Rd., Ypsilanti. Crafter tables still available contact
Pat at 734-461-6969.
Single Women, Abundant Life Retreat November 11th at St.
Paul of the Cross Retreat Center, 23333 Schoolcraft, Detroit, MI
48223. Whether single for life or a season, God has a unique love
and purpose for single women. Cost is $45. Phone 313-5359563 or www.stpaulretreat.org to register.
For more news and events in the area, please visit our website: stmarymanchester.org
NEED HELP? “AA” group
meets Friday & Sunday nights
at 7:00 pm in the Emanuel
church kitchen.

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by
Diocese) spiritual support group for those struggling with same
sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a separate support group for
families and friends. Call 517-342-2596
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Youth Group Retreat

The month of November is when we
remember and honor the faithful departed.
To give honor to our deceased relatives,
the ‘Book of Eternal Life’ will be placed at
the front of the Church for each parishioner
to inscribe the names of their loved ones on
its pages.

Attention teens! Save the date for the
retreat November 18th-19th. The retreat
begins on a spiritual note at the Pious
Union of St. Joseph in Grass Lake
followed by an overnight at the Parish
Center. Please contact Monica Kominars
517-240-4092 for additional information or
the permission forms.

The Altar Society will be selling decorated
wreaths, centerpieces with a candle, grave
blankets, and grave pillows again this year.
They are made in Michigan and seem to
stay fresh for months. Ask anyone who had
them in past years. Orders must be
submitted with payment by Sunday,
November 12th. The wreaths will be
distributed the first weekend in December
after all weekend Masses. Any questions,
please call Sandi Kwolek at 734-428-7674.
Upcoming Choir Rehearsals
Advent Vespers and the Christmas season
will include many performances of the
Parish Choir. The Adult Choir rehearsals
will be Wednesday evenings in the choir
loft Nov. 29th, Dec. 6th, 13th, 20th and
Jan. 3rd. Additional rehearsals will be Sun.
Dec 17th at 4 pm and Dec. 24th at
10:30pm. Adult Choir performances are
scheduled for Dec. 17th at 7 pm, Dec. 24th
and Jan. 7th. The Children’s Choir will
perform on Dec. 25th at 10 am Mass.
Rehearsals will be at 5:45 pm in the choir
loft Dec. 6th, 13th and 20th.
Attention Ladies of St. Mary's
Shortly you will be receiving the annual
Holiday Letter with tickets for the Holiday
Drawing. There are 4 prizes to choose from
if you are lucky enough to have one of
your tickets drawn. As you know, there is
also the Annual Bake Sale which takes
place at Manchester United Methodist
Church on Dec. 2nd. We are in NEED of
one or two to be the chairperson(s) and
people who will help her/them. Please step
forward for this. The Altar Society only
has 3 fundraisers a year: the Wreath Sale,
this bake sale and the Holiday Drawing.
Please help us by working, baking,
canning, etc. Thank You ~ without you, we
could not do what we do for St. Mary's.
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Remembering our Loved Ones

Altar Society Wreath Sale
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Turkey Basket Appeal
Daily Apostle has been the safety valve for
hundreds of desperate families that cannot
get on organization lists. Building the
Kingdom of God on earth as it is in
Heaven is a year-round Labor of Love.
New donors, more volunteers, especially
great bakers are crucial for us to succeed in
reaching our goal of 1,200 complete
Baskets to needy families. Stand with us in
glory as we attempt to reach it. Whatever
you give is appreciated. During the past
eighteen years Daily Apostle has supplied
thousands of Turkey Baskets & spiritual
nourishment to families served by area
crisis pregnancy centers: CCSEM, Baldwin
Clothing Closet, St. Damien of Molokai,
STVCC Refugee Services, Pregnancy
Services, CRCC, Guadalupe Workers,
Shared Pregnancy, Image of God, Project
Hope, Birth Choice, MAUBC.
St. Mary Youth Group members are taking
up a collection of baking supplies to help
make pies and breads for the food baskets.
Please consider donating ready made pie
crusts in disposable pans, flour, sugar,
shortening, eggs and pie filling.
The Youth Group will be baking during
their upcoming lock-in at the Parish Center
November 18th-19th. Anything you can
contribute is appreciated and can be left in
the box in the vestibule of the Church by
November 18th. Contact Kathy Sangster at
248-207-8226 for questions about the
baking project.
The food baskets will be assembled and
delivered November 20th-22nd. If you
have any questions or would like to
participate in assembly or delivery please
contact Brent Heyer of Daily Apostle at
517-894-4334, trinity@dailyapostle.org or
visit http://www.dailyapostle.org click on
Thanksgiving 2017 for more information
or to learn other ways to help.

Sanctuary
Lamps
are burning this week for:
1) Jim Warner, for his complete
recovery
(His loving wife, Marja)
2) Vincent Ganzhorn
(KofC Council #4354)

COFFEE HOUR
after Masses Sunday,
November 12th
November is sponsored by
Religious
Education.
To be a sponsor,
contact Fr.
Bosco.

Parish Family Birthdays
Nov 5....... Bruce Sommers
Nov 6....... Susan Tervo
Nov 7 ....... Aidan Doyle
Nov 7 ....... Denise Nesteruk
Nov 9....... Dianna Roberts
Nov 10 ..... Matthew Burch
Nov 11....... Donna Hnizdor
Nov 11....... Suzanne Schoendorff

Altar Flowers
for the week of
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH
are sponsored by
Mary Frances Fielder

In Memory of
Margaret and Clarence Fielder
St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY COLLECTION
Sunday, October 23, 2017
Sunday Envelopes........... $3,083.60
Loose Cash & Checks........ $357.07
Welcome Envelopes ............... $7.00
All Saint’s Day..................... $10.00
All Souls’ Day...................... $10.00
World Mission ................... $490.00
Weekly toward budget...... $3,95767
Weekly goal .................... $5,300.00
Amt. BELOW goal ......... $1,342.33
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Building and Maintenance... $40.00
Poor Box.............................. $10.50
Votive Candle Receipts ........ $63.00

