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In

“Grace isn’t Fair” FR. B OSCO PADAMATTUMMAL

the parable of the workers in the vineyard
it is easy to feel for the workers who had
been there all day and think, yeah they should feel
ripped off when the workers who came the last hour
got equal pay with them who worked hard in the heat
of the sun. So it is not about fairness in business, but
this parable has a deep spiritual meaning on grace.
Since this is a parable about the “Kingdom of
God,” the landowner is God, the vineyard is the
Church, the workers are the people of God, and
payment is grace or in spiritual terms, our “pay” or
reward for working for God is - salvation now and
heaven later. It has nothing to do with fair pay or
business. And that’s the whole point of the parable
because Grace isn't fair. It’s not about counting up
what we have done. Grace is about what God has done
for us. Jesus demonstrated that Himself on the cross
when He said to the thief next to Him, “Today you will
be with Me in Paradise”. What about all those poor
people who had given years of service to God?
Shouldn’t they be entitled to more, a few more crowns
in heaven maybe? Like in Philippians 3:4-9 Paul
described the loss of his family, his social class, his
wealth, and his entire former existence, so that he

might gain Christ, again in the Parable of the Sower
(Mt. 13:5-6, 21), Jesus described the heat of the Sun on
the plants being “trouble or persecution.”So grace and
salvation are not just for those who have gone through
persecutions. But that’s not the way that grace works
apparently. Grace is not fair. It can never be, for that is
its very essence. Grace is something that I can be
grateful for, because I’m one of those who turns up late
in the day and still receives the best that God has. The
whole Gospel is not primarily about social justice. It’s
about a God of grace who gives us what we don't
deserve and who wants us to be a part of the bringing
in of his kingdom and to live with him in it, despite the
fact that we have done nothing to deserve it..
What these passages also show is not just that Jesus
accepted sinners, but that He was the promised
Messiah. Jesus’ whole interpretation of who He was,
was based on the Bible that He read, our Old
Testament. It is particularly based on Isaiah where the
prophet talks about the coming of the kingdom when
the lion will lie down with the lamb and all will eat
together. When Jesus ate and drank with tax collectors
and sinners, He was living out the words of Isaiah. And
everyone there knew it, because the Pharisees who
were watching Him knew
their Bibles backwards, and
they all knew exactly what
Isaiah said. And here was
Jesus actually living this
out and showing up the
Pharisees and others for
their legalism and rulekeeping, which is what
they thought that pleasing
God was all about.
The Pharisees were all
about keeping rules, and
Alpha started on September 12th. There has been two meetings so far, but it is still not too late to join. Call the
by doing that they were
parish office if you’d like to join the food, fellowship and fun.
Continued on page 2
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PARISH CALENDAR
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., SEPT 23

ST. PADRE PIO
1 Tm 6: 13-16/ Ps 100: 3:30-4:30 pm Confession
1b-2. 3. 4. 5/ Lk 8:4-15 5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Nicholas Hnizdor, 21st

Anniversary

[Donna Hnizdor, His Daughter]

SUN., SEPT 24
Is 55: 6-9/ Ps 145: 2-3.
8-9. 17-18 (18a)/ Phil
1: 20c-24. 27a/ Mt 20:
1-16a

MON., SEPT 25
Ezr 1: 1-6/ Ps 126: 1b2ab. 2cd-3. 4-5. 6/ Lk
8: 16-18

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME
8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: Armond Dresch Anniversary
[The Dresch Family]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: For the People
12:00 pm Confirmation Orientation—PC
5:00 pm Youth Group—PC
ORDINARY WEEKDAY
11:00 am Mass: Funeral Mass for Frank Tomko
3:30 pm Religious Education Classes—PC
7:00 pm Evangelization Team Meeting—FFH

TUES., SEPT 26 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/Sts. Cosmas and Damien
8:30 am Mass: Henrriette Van Riper, Mother of
Alice Kidd
[Alice Kidd]
6:00 pm Alpha Course Talk 3—FFH

Ezr 6: 7-8. 12b. 14-20/
Ps 122: 1-2. 3-4ab.
4cd-5/ Lk 8: 19-21

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
8:30
am Mass: INT: Oscar Henry Kwolek, 2nd
Ezr 9:5-9/Tb 13:2.34a.
Birthday
4befghn.7-8/Lk 9:1-6
[Bill and Sandi Kwolek]
5:00 pm KofC Spaghetti Fundraiser—PC
THUR., SEPT 28 ORDINARY WEEKDAY/Sts. Wencelaus & Lawerence
Hg 1:1-8/Ps 149:1b-2.3- 8:30 am Mass: Michael Scully
[Marge Scully]
4.5-6a and 9b/Lk 9:7-9
FRI., SEPT 29
Dn 7:9-10.13-14 or Rv
12:7-12a/Ps 138:1-2ab.
2cde-3. 4-5/Jn 1: 47-51

SAT., SEPT 30
Zec 2:5-9.14-15a/Jer
31:10.11-12ab.13/Lk
9:43b-45

SUN., OCT 1
Ez 18: 25-28/ Ps 25: 45. 6-7. 8-9 (6a)/ Phil 2:
1-11/ Mt 21: 28-32

STS. MICHAEL, GABRIEL, RAPHAEL
8:30 am Mass: Dorothy and Charles Van Beylen
[Mary DiSante]
ST. JEROME
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the People
TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME
8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: Christina Marie Hessling
[The Hessling Family]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: Clarence and Margaret Fielder,

automatically excluding anyone who didn’t keep the
rules, anyone who wasn’t like them. Whenever we start
substituting love for rules, we start to become people of
ungrace and we can’t help but create an ‘us and them’
culture. And anyone who is not like us is not really
accepted, and we judge them in just the same way as the
Pharisees judged people in their day.
Jesus as usual, never defines what grace is, just like
He never defines the kingdom of God. He just tells stories
about it and models it in His own life. Ernest Hemingway
tells the story of a Spanish father who wants to reconcile
with his son who has run away to Madrid. Now
remorseful, the father takes out this ad in the El Liberal
newspaper: “Paco meet me at Hotel Montana noon
Tuesday. All is forgiven. Papa”. Paco is a common name
in Spain, and when the father goes to the square he finds
800 young men named Paco waiting for their fathers.
Dear brothers and sisters, this parable is a story of a God
of grace who forgives. This is a God who doesn’t know
when to stop loving. Nothing you or I have done –
nothing! – can separate us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus. Jesus who promised paradise to the good
thief from the cross is inviting each one of us to receive
His grace, mercy which never stops. Amen! 

Hurricane Help

WED., SEPT 27

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI

Thanks to the generous
support of our small Parish
Family we collected $3,052 to
assist the victims of the recent
hurricanes. You are amazing.
Thank you for your continued
support of our brothers and
sisters in need.

In Memory of their Wedding Anniversary

[The Lynn Niehaus Family]
12:00 pm First Communion Class—PC

Please Pray for:
Vincent Ganzhorn
Elie Ghaleb
Jody Hagerman
Betsy Kripas
Barbara Patrick
Cindy Marie Remski
Bob Wachtel
Loretta Widmayer
Eddie Walz
Reposed of the Soul:
Frank Tomko
ALTERNATIVES TO
ABORTION:

Right-to-Life MI Hotline
1-800-57WOMAN
Or visit www.optionline.org

Sanctuary
Lamps
are burning this week for:
1) For the Repose of the Soul
of Margaret DeShano
( Knights of Columbus #4354)
2) For the Repose of the Soul
of Bernita Aiuto
( St. Mary Altar Society)

NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL
(post-abortion reconciliation and healing)
Call the confidential phone line:
517-993-0291 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

NEED HELP? “AA” group
meets Friday & Sunday nights
at 7:00 pm in the Emanuel
church kitchen.

St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY COLLECTION
Sunday, September 10, 2017
Sunday Envelopes ...........$3,810.60
Loose Cash & Checks ........$523.00
Welcome Envelopes..............$13.00
Coffee Hour..........................$77.00
Weekly toward budget .....$4,346.60
Weekly goal.....................$5,300.00
Amt. BELOW goal.............$953.40
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Building and Maintenance .$110.00
Poor Box ..............................$10.78
Votive Candle Receipts ........$63.00

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by
Diocese) spiritual support group for those struggling with same
sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a separate support group for
families and friends. Call 517-342-2596

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI
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Catechist Needed
The St. Mary Religious Education Program is searching
for a Grade 1 and 2 teacher. Materials and curriculum are
supplied and your support will make the difference in the
lives of our young students. Classes are on Mondays from
3:30-5:00pm. Please contact Karin Villarreal at
stmarymanchester.dre@gmail.com or call the Parish
Center office at 734-428-7211 with questions or interest.
Calling all Confirmation Candidates
Confirmation Orientation will be Sunday, September
24th from 12:00-1:00 pm at the Parish Center. Students
must be at least in 8th grade to participate. Please bring a
copy of your child's Baptismal and First Communion
certificates, as well as the Confirmation Registration
form. Classes will take place on line every two weeks to
accommodate everyone's diverse and busy schedules. The
in-person retreats are mandatory for completion of the
program. We will continue to use Matthew Kelly's
Decision Point program.
Youth Group Tonight!!!
Please remember that the Youth Group will have a
meeting tonight, Sunday, September 24th at 5:00 pm at
the Parish Center.
Help Hurricane Victims
On September 27th, 5:00-8:00pm the Knights of Columbus
are preparing a spaghetti dinner at St. Mary's Parish Center to
raise funds for victims of Hurricanes Harvey and Irma. The
KofC is donating all proceeds to the victims. A free will
offering for the meal is appreciated.
Convocation for Lay Leaders
You are invited to attend the Lay Convocation for Lay
Ministry Leaders October 10-11th. We have a two-day
event planned for you at Faholo Retreat Center in Grass
Lake. Registration deadline is September 12th.
dioceseoflansing.org/events
Organized Volunteers Needed
I am looking for someone who will take on the task of
scheduling the Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Altar
Servers and Ushers. After 25+ years of doing this, it is
time for me to step down. Although the idea of doing all 4
groups may seem daunting, it is necessary because of
coordinating family members and those who participate in
2 ministries to be able to serve at the same time. I will
provide to you all the tools I use in the schedule form
which is done in Excel, the bulletin announcements that
need tweaking for each time it is posted, names, phone
numbers and email addresses of each person or family
that servers. If you are willing to take on this task, which
is done at home, please either call the church office or call
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me at 428-9506 and I will be happy to talk with
you. Thanks to all for considering this task.
There is also a need for a Thursday Volunteer in the
Parish Office. The commitment is once per week from
9:00 am-12:00pm. We would like to extend our gratitude
to Sandi Kwolek for her service for the past three years in
the office. Please contact Fr. Bosco if you are interested.

Altar Flowers

Parish Family Birthdays

for the week of
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH
are sponsored by
Marge Scully & Family

Sept 26 ....Mike Bossory
Sept 27.....Laurie Sanders
Sept 28.....David Bonkowski
Sept 29 ....Lucia Wilson

A R E A

In Loving Memory of
Michael Scully

N E W S

Join 40 Days for Life today, Sept. 24th at 2:00 pm for Lap 1
of the Seven Sunday Interfaith Jericho March outside Planned
Parenthood, 3100 Professional Drive Ann Arbor. Kickoff Rally
will immediately follow from 3:00 to 4:00 pm with a Great
Lineup of Pro-life speakers.
The Catholic Foundation for the Diocese of Lansing is
seeking job applicants to serve as the Vice President of
Development. For more details and how to apply, please go
to: https://www.dioceseoflansing.org/employment
Events at Weber Retreat and Conference Center in Adrian
- Baldemar Velasquez, President and founder of the Farm
Labor Organizing Committee (FLOC), will present,
“Celebrating 50 Years of Struggle: The Story of the Farm
Labor Organizing Committee,” on Thursday, September
28th at 7:00pm. The event is free. Dr. John F. Haught, a
Professor at Georgetown University, will explore how our
changing understanding of the cosmos influences our
understanding of God, our religion, and our religious traditions.
Dr. Haught’s talk, “Faith and Theology for an Unfinished
Universe,” Saturday, September 30th 9:30am - 3:30pm . The
$45 fee includes lunch. To register, call 517-266-4000
Chelsea First United Methodist Church, will be kicking off
the 2017 – 2018 Concert Series at the church on October 7,
2017 at 7:00pm. concerts are free and open to the public.
Mark your calendar! Sunday, October 8, from 4:00-7:00 PM,
CSSW will host the 3rd annual Cooking for a Cause fundraiser
at The Valley of Frutig Farms in Ann Arbor. Enjoy mouthwatering food, drinks, live auction, and raffle – all for a great
cause. For more information, or to purchase tickets ($150/
person), contact development@csswashtenaw.org.
Students for Life of Michigan's 12th Annual Ignite & Equip
Conference will be held in Lansing, MI, Saturday, October
14th. Hear national pro-life leaders on topics like apologetics,
engaging in activism, helping pregnant friends, replacing
Planned Parenthood, etc. Open to all ages. Student tickets for
$15 if purchased before Oct. 1st. Price includes Chick-Fil-A
lunch and lots of free goodies from our vendors! Learn more
and register at www.sflmichigan.org/conference.

For more news and events in the area, please visit our website: stmarymanchester.org

