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TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD • AUGUST 6, 2017

I

“Listen to Him” DEACON DENNIS WALTERS

magine that you are Peter, one of Jesus’ core
disciples. Jesus has just asked you, James, and John to
hike with Him to the top of Tabor, a large hill where all of
you can get away from the crowds following you. It’s only a
mile up some switchback trails, hot but not difficult. You’re
already familiar with Jesus’ habit of getting off alone from
time to time, to pray.
You wonder what Jesus has in mind this time. He’s
been unpredictable lately. A few days ago at Caesarea
Philippi, He asked you who you thought He was, and you
blurted out that He was the Messiah, the Son of the living
God. Where did that thought come from? Yet it seemed
right, and Jesus praised you for it, even called you Rock.
But then He started talking about suffering and being
killed and something about rising again. When you tried
to tell Him how scary that sounded, He scolded you in
front of the others, even calling you Satan, the Accuser,
saying you’re not seeing things the way God does. Now
you don’t know where you stand with Him. Still, He did
ask you to come away with Him and the others.
Just as you reach the top, Jesus turns to face you — only

you can hardly look at Him. His face and body seem to be
aflame from inside, painfully bright as if you were looking
into the sun. Then two other figures approach from nowhere;
intuitively you know who they are and what they stand for,
Moses and Elijah, Law and Prophecy.
What do you do? You try to respond somehow —
when an overwhelming Presence surrounds you like an
electrical force, and you collapse into a ball. Then you
hear, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased. Listen to Him!”
Next thing you know, someone touches you on the
shoulder. It’s Jesus. The light has gone, He looks normal, and
He’s alone. He advises you not to tell anyone about this
“until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” You
think, not to worry. Who’d believe this, anyway?
Years later, long after the Son of Man was raised and
you’re explaining it to your churches, you remind them that
you didn’t make all this up. “We did not follow cleverly
devised myths when we made known to you the power and
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been
Continued on page 2

125th
Ice Cream
Social

The 125th Annual St. Mary’s Ice Cream Social was a huge success. The weather was
perfect, the volunteers worked hard, the food was delicious, the games were fun and the
ice cream was cold. Thank you to everyone who pitched in for another successful event.
Thank you especially to Pat Gibbons for all that she did as leader of this parish tradition.
This was truly an event to be proud of.
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PARISH CALENDAR
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., AUG 5
Ex 24: 3-8/ Ps 50: 1b2. 5-6. 14-15/ Jn 11:
19-27 or Lk 10: 38-42

SUN., AUG 6
Dn 7: 9-10. 13-14/ Ps
97: 1-2. 5-6. 9/ 2 Pt 1:
16-19/ Mt 17: 1-9

MON., AUG 7
Nm 11: 4b-15/ Ps 81:
12-13. 14-15. 16-17/
Mt 14: 13-21

TUES., AUG 8
Nm 12:1-13/Ps 51:3-4.
5-6ab. 6cd-7.12-13/ Mt
14: 22-36 or Mt 15: 12. 10-14

ORDINARY WEEKDAY/BVM/Dedication of the
Basilica of St. Mary Major/First Saturday
8:30 am Mass: Rita O’Dowd
[Noreen Burnett]
9:00am-5:00pm Rummage Sale Drop-Off—PC
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: JamesVan Riper, Father of
Alice Kidd
[Alice Kidd]
TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD
8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: Christine Marie Hessling
[The Hessling Family]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: For the People
12:00pm-4:00pm Rummage Sale Drop-Off—PC
ORDINARY WEEKDAY/Sts. Sixtus II & Cajetan
No Mass today in Manchester
7:00 pm Knights of Columbus Meeting—FFH
ST. DOMINIC
8:30 am Mass: Rita O’Dowd
[Noreen Burnett]
7:00 pm Knights of Columbus District Meeting—FFH

WED., AUG 9

ORDINARY WEEKDAY/St. Teresa Benedicta of
the Cross
8:30 am Mass: Richard Krzyzaniak
Nm 13: 1-2. 25 – 14:
1. 26a-29a. 34-35/ Ps
[The Krzyzaniak Family]
106: 6-7ab. 13-14. 21- 7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal—Choir Loft
22. 23/ Mt 15:21-28

THUR., AUG 10

ST. LAWRENCE
8:30 am Mass: Richard Krzyzaniak
[John and Tina Doyle and Family]
9:00am-6:00 pm Rummage Sale—PC
6:30-8:00pm Alpha Come and See—FFH
FRI., AUG 11
ST. CLARE
Dt 4: 32-40/ Ps 77: 12- 10:30 am Mass: Memorial /Funeral Mass for
13. 14-15. 16 and 21/
 Bernita Aiuto
Mt 16: 24-28
9:00am-6:00 pm Rummage Sale—PC
SAT., AUG 12
ORDINARY WEEKDAY/BVM/St. Jane Frances de
Chantal
9:00am-4:00pm
Rummage
Sale—PC
Dt 6: 4-13/ Ps 18: 23a. 3c-4. 47 and 51/ Mt 11:00 am Internment of Jim Curley’s Ashes
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
17: 14-20
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: INT: Happy Birthday to Aaron
Kwolek
[Bill and Sandi Kwolek]
SUN., AUG 13
NINETEENTH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME
8:00-8:15 am Confession
1 Kgs 19: 9a. 11-13a/
8:30 am Mass: For the People
Ps 85: 9. 10. 11-12.
13-14/ Rom 9: 1-5/ Mt 10:00-10:15 am Confession
14: 22-33
10:30 am Mass: Joseph and Helen Germek
[Martin and Kathy Brogley]
2 Cor 9: 6-10/ Ps 112:
1-2. 5-6. 7-8. 9/ Jn 12:
24-26

Heartfelt thanks goes to the entire Parish
Family on behalf of the Sangster and
Flaherty families. The showering of prayers
and support is quite overwhelming not to
mention all who have brought dinners and
snacks to keep everyone nourished. This community is truly
a blessing in time of need.
ALTERNATIVES TO
ABORTION:

Right-to-Life MI Hotline
1-800-57WOMAN
Or visit www.optionline.org

NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL
(post-abortion reconciliation and healing)
Call the confidential phone line:
517-993-0291 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI

eyewitnesses of His majesty.” We saw it, and we heard that
Voice telling us to listen. As a result, “we possess the prophetic
message that is altogether reliable. You will do well to be
attentive to it,” because the message for you is the same: Listen
to Him.
Sometimes it’s hard to know what to make of the
Transfiguration, for it has many “meanings”. As an event, it
marks a turning point in the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ ministry,
from His preaching and healing in Galilee to His journey to the
cross in Jerusalem. As a mystical experience, it’s a preview of
Jesus’ risen glory, possibly intended to comfort the disciples
who would fear His crucifixion ended everything. On a
theological level, it reveals Jesus as the risen Lord, the Son of
the Living God that Peter had earlier confessed. But the
Transfiguration’s most immediate meaning — signified by the
presence of Moses and Elijah — is certainly that Jesus is the
prophet like Moses that God promised. He’d told Moses, “I will
raise up a prophet like you from among [your] brethren; and I
will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all
that I command Him. And whoever will not give heed to My
words which He shall speak in My name, I Myself will require
it of Him” (Dt 18:18-19).
Listening is both an art and a skill. You have to have
some idea what to listen for, and block out everything that
isn’t it. Like Elijah on Mount Horeb, who ignored the wind
and fire and earthquake to hear that still, small voice, we
have to sift through the din of voices clamoring to be heard:
the screens, the speakers, the racket, the urgent messages,
even the sound of our own ego telling us what we think of
ourselves. Listening for the voice of Jesus is a bit like
listening for the chirp of that one cricket in the yard that’s
different from all the others. You strain to hear it, to locate
it, to measure its rhythm, to enjoy its quiet voice.
Listening is also a choice. It’s intentional. You have to
decide that you’re going to do it, and then position yourself
where you can hear. Jesus’ voice is not just one among many,
nor is His message. His voice is normally not loud, which is
why listening needs to be deliberate. It can be insistent, like the
chirp of that cricket; but, like that cricket, it can stop if it’s clear
that there’s no ear to hear. As to message, He will tell you how
He loves you, forgives you, desires you, accepts you as you are,
directs you to something better. Listening also means
responding by doing what He says, trusting that, as the way the
truth and the life, what He says is “altogether reliable”.
You are Peter. You hear, “This is My beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased. Listen to Him!” And when you look
up, you see Jesus alone. 

NEED HELP? “AA” group
meets Friday & Sunday nights
at 7:00 pm in the Emanuel
church kitchen.

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic (endorsed by
Diocese) spiritual support group for those struggling with same
sex attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a separate support group for
families and friends. Call 517-342-2596

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI

Altar Flowers

for the week of
SUNDAY, AUGUST 6TH
are sponsored by
Ron and Susan Fielder

In Celebration of Our 50th
Wedding Anniversary

Parish Family Birthdays
Aug 5 .......Marisa Sangster
Aug 6 .......Alice Kidd
Aug 9 .......Sheri Marotz
Aug 11 .......Aimee Simpson
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Choir Rehearsal
Attention St. Mary choir members (past,
present & future)! We will be rehearsing
music on August 9th in the choir loft
at 7pm for our parish feast day of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, August 15th. Hope to see you there.
Catechist Needed

Sanctuary
Lamps

The St. Mary Religious Education Program
is searching for a Grade 1 and 2 teacher.
Materials and curriculum are supplied and
your support will make the difference in the
lives of our young students. Classes are on
Mondays from 4:00-5:00 pm.
Please
contact
Karin
Villarreal
at
stmarymanchester.dre@gmail.com or call
the Parish Center office at 734-428-7211
with questions or interest.

are burning this week for:

Altar Society Dinner

1) Joseph Fitzgerald

Attention Ladies of St. Mary's Did you
know that you are ALL "members" of St.
Mary's Altar Society? Please plan on joining
us at our annual Summer Potluck Dinner on

(Shirley Krzyzaniak)

2) Repose of the Soul of
Bernita Aiuto
(Jim and Marja Warner)

St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY COLLECTION
Sunday, July 23, 2017
Sunday Envelopes ...........$3,617.60
Loose Cash & Checks ........$555.00
Welcome Envelopes............$129.00
Kids Envelopes.......................$2.00
Weekly toward budget .....$4,303.60
Weekly goal.....................$5,300.00
Amt. BELOW goal.............$996.40
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Building and Maintenance ...$45.00
Poor Box ................................$4.30
Votive Candle Receipts.........$32.00

Please Pray for:
Linda Dyer
Sullivan Flaherty
Mary Koch
Betsy Kripas
Jesse Sangster
Eddie Walz

A R E A
Receive God's Mercy and Healing,
available to women and men who have
lost a child through abortion, by attending
the upcoming Rachel's Vineyard
Weekend August 11-13, 2017 in
Lansing. For those interested in
registering, visit our website at
newlifecenterlansing.org. Financial aid is
available. Help is just a phone call away
888-456-HOPE (4673).
Family Vocation Night at the Lugnuts! At
this event you will encounter many Catholics
young & old, priests, Religious, families,
friends ~ come join us! Friday, August 11th
at 7pm. Contact your local Knights of
Columbus for tickets!
Austria Choir Tour Walk in the footsteps
of
Mozart, one of history’s greatest
composers, experience the "Sound of Music," and
work with Austrian director Janos Czifra and highly
regarded American choral conductor, Eph Ehly.
Join St. Robert Choir, for an Informational Meeting
on Thursday, Aug. 17th 7pm in Angel Hall, St.
Robert Bellarmine Parish 310 N. Cherry St.,
Flushing. For more info contact: Faith Yassick,
Music
Director
810-8690767 gyassick@comcast.net
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Thursday, Aug. 17th in the Father Fisher
Hall at 5:30pm, dinner will begin at 6pm.
Please bring a dish to pass and your own
place setting. See you there.
Bishop's BBQ for Priestly
Discernment
If you are a young man who would like to
ask more questions about the priesthood to
Bishop & Fr. John Linden, join them on
Sunday, Aug 20, 2017, 3:00-6:00 pm at St.
Francis Retreat Center in DeWitt. This is an
informal way for discerning a call to the
priesthood. Please RSVP to Fr. Linden by
calling 517-342-2504. Please also let Fr.
Bosco know if you are planning to attend by
calling the parish office 428-8811.
A Word of Gratitude
Fr. Bosco would like to acknowledge the
many hands that were busy making the Ice
Cream Social a successful event. So many
people gave so much of their time to create a
memorable day for the 125th Annual Parish
event. Thank you to everyone for all of your
hard work. May you be blessed abundantly.
N E W S
A new retreat is being offered at St. Francis
Retreat Center August 21st-22nd entitled,
"Going Deeper into the Life and Message of
St. Therese the Little Flower." Her message is
transformative! Popes and lay people have
called Therese the greatest saint of modern
times. Contact the retreat center for more info
at: stfrancis.ws or 517-669-8321.
The 40 Days For Life Ann Arbor Fall
Campaign will kick off on Sunday, Sept 24th
with our very popular Jericho March and
Kickoff Rally beginning at 2pm. The Fall
Campaign runs from Wed. Sept 27th through
Sunday, Nov. 5th with the Prayer Vigil taking
place daily from 7am until 7pm outside of
Planned Parenthood, 3100 Professional
Dr. To sign up for an hour or more at our
prayer
vigil,
please
go
to:
www.40daysforlife.com/annarbor. Please plan
to join us for one or more laps of our Seven
Sunday Interfaith Jericho March, which will
take place every Sunday afternoon during the
campaign. Life Chain will take place on
Sunday, Oct 1st. Additional details to
follow. For additional information please
contact Sandie at 734-657-1936 or
plan2pray@gmail.com.

For more news and events in the area, please visit our website: stmarymanchester.org

