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“Raising Dead People”

oday I’d like to try a thought experiment. The
miracle of the raising of Lazarus four days after
he died was astounding enough to the people who saw it
(especially his sisters), but what must it have been like for
Lazarus himself? Let’s try to imagine it for a moment.
You are Lazarus. You don’t know when you finally
lost consciousness. You don’t know that you’ve just died.
All you know is that you’re now in a very dark place, and
it feels like you’ve been
there a long time. Then
you see a small circle of
light and hear from a great
distance a familiar voice
calling your name, calling
you to come out. The light
quickly gets larger, like an
opening, and the voice
more insistent. Suddenly,
you’re aware that your
body is cold, and you’re
covered in cloth with your
hands and feet tied with
cloth bands. You try to sit
up; you can stand, but
can’t walk. Suddenly
several men rush excitedly
toward you and begin to tear the cloths away. You’re
blinded by the light and confused as to what is going on,
as the men push and pull you out of a cave into your
sisters’ arms. Everyone is giddy with delight. You were
dead but now are alive!
Some years ago, a movie called The Sixth Sense told
the story of a boy who sees dead people. They look to
him for help, but these sights frighten him. When a
therapist asks him to explain, the boy tells him, “Dead
people don’t know they’re dead.”
Dead people don’t know they’re dead. There’s more
than one way to be dead. Physically, of course, which is
what the movie is about. But there’s also moral and
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spiritual death. Moral death happens when a person no
longer recognizes the difference between right and wrong,
good and evil. He has killed his conscience which, if it
were alive, should warn him of the difference. Spiritual
death occurs when the Holy Spirit, which was living in a
person’s soul, departs because the person has chosen to
live in mortal sin. It’s called mortal sin because it kills.
Let’s remember a couple of things. First, venial sin is
rather like slipping and
falling, but even if
you’re cut or bruised
you can get up again.
Venial sin is something
bad that you do; but
either it’s not serious —
or it is serious but you
didn’t know it or didn’t
intend to do it. Mortal
sin is different. It’s
serious, and you know
it, but you choose to do
it anyway. The choice
to do it may come after
some thought—should
I or shouldn’t I?—or it
m a y
j u m p
spontaneously into action. In terms of a fall, it’s rather
like falling on your sword. It’s spiritual suicide.
Second, even though mortal sin means that the soul is
spiritually dead, the person may not realize that. In some
ways, he’s still functioning. He still believes in the doctrines
of the faith (sort of). He can still go to church and may still
receive Communion (which only piles one sin on another).
To use the language of St. Paul in our second reading, a
person in mortal sin is operating “in the flesh,” and someone
in the flesh cannot please God. The Spirit of Christ has left
him. He’s one of the living dead, the spiritually dead people
who don’t know they’re dead.
Continued on page 2
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PARISH CALENDAR
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., APRIL 1
Jer 11:18-20/ Ps 7:2-3.
9bc-10.11-12/Jn 7:4053

FIRST SATURDAY/Lenten Weekday
8:30 am Mass:  Thomas and Shirley Sweeney
[Betty Cummings]
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Terezia Shaw
[Gerald and Mary Shaw]

SUN., APRIL 2

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT/THIRD SCRUTINY

8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass:  Christine Marie Hessling
[The Hessling Family]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: For the People
MON., APRIL 3 Lenten Weekday
Dn 13: 1-9. 15-17. 19- 12:10 pm Mass: INT Laura Schwab
30. 33-62 or Dn 13:
[Dianne Schwab]
41c-62/ Ps 23: 1-3a.
7:00 pm Evangelization Team Meeting-FFH
Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:
1-2.3-4. 5-6. 7-8/ Rom
8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45

3b-4. 5. 6/ Jn 8: 1-11

TUES., APRIL 4 Lenten Weekday/St. Isidore of Seville
8:30 am Mass: Mary Zavicar
[Ellen O’Sullivan]
7:00 pm Oremus Catholic Prayer Group—FFH

Nm 21: 4-9/ Ps 102: 23. 16-18. 19-21/ Jn 8:
21-30

WED., APRIL 5

Lenten Weekday/ St. Vincent Ferrer
8:30 am Mass: William Tice
[Ellen O’Sullivan and Family]
4:00 pm Staff Meeting—FFH
7:00 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting—FFH
THUR., APRIL 6 Lenten Weekday
Gn 17: 3-9/ Ps 105: 4- 8:30 am Mass: Larry Becktel
[Shirley Krzyzaniak]
5. 6-7. 8-9/ Jn 8: 51-59
Dn 3: 14-20. 91-92.
95/ Dn 3: 52. 53. 54.
55. 56/ Jn 8: 31-42

FRI., APRIL 7

FIRST FRIDAY/Lenten Weekday/St. John
Baptiste de la Salle
Jer 20: 10-13/ Ps 18: 2- A Day of Abstinence
3a. 3bc-4. 5-6. 7/ Jn 10: 8:30 am Mass: Ed Haller
31-42
[Tom and Ruth Burch]
9:00 am—10:00 pm Exposition and Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament
7:00 pm Stations of the Cross followed by
Confession
10:00 pm Benediction
SAT., APRIL 8
Lenten Weekday
Ez 37: 21-28/ Jer 31:
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
10. 11-12abcd. 13/ Jn
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Del Maloney, First
11: 45-56
Anniversary
[The Maloney Family]
SUN., APRIL 9
PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION
Procession: Mt 21: 1- 8:00-8:15 am Confession
11. Mass: Is 50: 4-7/
8:30 am Mass:  Larry Becktel
Ps 22: 8-9. 17-18. 19[Gene De Rossett]
20. 23-24/ Phil 2:6-11/ 10:00-10:15 am Confession
Mt 26: 14 – 27: 66
10:30 am Mass: For the People
11:30 am Youth Group—PC
12:00 pm First Holy Communion Class—PC

Please Pray for:
Family friend of
Ginny Johnson
Carol Moretto
Hugh Patterson
Steven Trinkle, Rita
Messman’s father
ALTERNATIVES TO
ABORTION:

Right-to-Life MI Hotline
1-800-57WOMAN
Or visit www.optionline.org

Parish Family Birthdays
April 2.......... Marybeth Redmon
April 4.......... Abigail Burch
April 4.......... John Ulicne
April 5.......... Justin Walz
April 5.......... Patrick Walz
April 6.......... Julie DeLucia
April 7 .......... Kayla Engel
April 7 .......... Peter Katke
NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic
(endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support group
for those struggling with same sex attraction.
“ENCOURAGE” is a separate support group
for families and friends. Call 517-342-2596

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI
Deacon Dennis’ article continued from page 1

If this sounds grim, it is. Just as Lazarus was really dead
(whether he knew it or not) and couldn’t revive himself, so a
person in mortal sin can’t come back to spiritual life by himself.
As it took the voice of Jesus calling Lazarus out of the tomb, so it
takes that same voice calling the sinner out of his spiritual tomb
through the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
There is another group of people who may be experiencing a
kind of death. These are folks who one could say are in the state
of grace: they’ve never done anything truly bad, they attend
church regularly and have done so for years, but nothing much
seems to have changed for them spiritually in ages. Their religion
is a matter of routine; they don’t truly pray even in church, have
no private devotions, never attend growth opportunities like
retreats, never read Scripture on their own. They’re not growing,
and may not even be aware of it. If they’re not dead spiritually,
they’re headed that way. For them, too, the voice of Jesus is
calling them out.
Jesus doesn’t want to wait until someone is spiritually dead
before bringing him back to life. If you’re one of those who are
spiritually dead through mortal sin, or whose religious life is
stagnant or moribund, Jesus’ voice is calling you out of the tomb.
He wants you to be unbound and let go through the sacrament of
Reconciliation. He wants you to be nourished on the Bread of Life
in the Eucharist. If you hear that voice, pay attention. Stir up a
desire to hear it. The last thing you want to hear is the voice of
Jesus saying (as he did to the Church at Sardis) “you have the
appearance of being alive, but are dead. Wake up, and strengthen
what is on the point of death.”
Jesus is resurrection and life: The tomb is open. His command
is gentle, but insistent: “Christian, come out!” 
AREA NEWS
Old St. Patrick’s Parish Choir with soloists from UofM and greater Detroit
will perform Arvo Pärt’s “Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St.
John.” We encourage everyone to come and be immersed in this brilliant
and sacred music that will help you delve deeper into the mystery of
Christ’s passion as we approach Holy Week. Please join us on Friday,
April 7th at 7:30pm. A free will donation is appreciated.
New Life Center Benefit Dinner – An Evening with Dr. Alveda King and
Pastor Walter Hoye Friday, April 21st 6:00–8:30pm at Eagle Eye Banquet
Center, 1501 Chandler Road, Bath, MI 48808
Register for this free event at: newlifecenterlansing.org This is the first of
what will be an annual fundraiser for post-abortion recovery and crisis
pregnancy programs by NLC.
Mom-2-Mom Sale St. Elizabeth Rosary Altar Society in Tecumseh is
sponsoring their 11th Annual Mom2Mom Sale Saturday, April 22rd, in
their Parish Center from 9:00am to 1:00pm. For more information or table
rental, please call Nance Schlanderer 517-423-6003 or cell 517-281-1051
she can also be reached by email: sade541@comcast.net
For more news and events in area parishes, please visit our
website: stmarymanchester.org
NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL (postabortion reconciliation and healing) Call the
confidential phone line:
517-993-0291 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

NEED HELP? “AA” group
meets Friday & Sunday nights
at 7:00 pm in the Emanuel
church kitchen.
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Children’s Choir
The Children's Choir will sing for the
Easter Sunday 10:30am Mass.
Children in 3rd-8th grades are
welcome to participate. Rehearsals
will be at 5:45pm April 5th & 12th
in the choir loft.
Holy Communion Classes
First Communion is coming FAST!!
Here's a friendly reminder of the
schedule for these last weeks:
Sunday, April 9th: First
Communion Class held at the Parish
Center from 12-1.
*Saturday, April 22nd: First
Communion Retreat held in the
Church from 10am-12 noon.
Wednesday, April 26th: First
Communion Rehearsal in the Church
from 6-7pm.
Su nda y, Apr i l 3 0th : Fi r s t
C o m m u n i o n
d u r i n g
the 10:30am Mass.
Mass Time Correction
The time for Holy Thursday Mass
was published incorrectly on the
Parish calendar. Holy Thursday
Mass is at 7:30 pm not 7:00 pm.
Lilies for Easter Sunday
Easter lilies will be available to
purchase through the Flower Garden
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for $15 each. Order forms are
available in the entryway. You must
place your order by April 10th.

If you would like to lead the
devotion, call or email Marja Warner,
428-9506 marjadiann@gmail.com

Please Donate Your Time

Family Faith Day

Additional cleaners are needed to
help clean our church and hall. Each
person is asked to make a
commitment of about 2 hours, once
per month. Scheduling is fairly
flexible. Helping to clean our parish
is a wonderful way to serve Our Lord
and to help our parish stay within
budget. If you would like to volunteer
or for more information, please
contact Tina at (734)904-2841.

Our final Family Faith Day will be
on Sunday, April 24th. The
Amazing Greys will share their
ama zing cookies. Religious
Education will be sharing the
story The Jesus Garden. The Knights
of Columbus will be running our
Stations of Mercy. And
Evangelization will be hosting our
final Faith in Flint collection and
prayer card writing for the year. Flint
has made a special request for filling
their summer closet. Please consider
donating these new items: Children's
Socks, Children's Underwear, Adult
Socks, Adult Underwear, and Body
Wash. A collection box will be in the
vestibule for your donations. Many
thanks for
y o u r
generosity
this
year
toward our
brothers
and sisters
in Flint!
are burning this week for:

Candle Bearers Needed
14 ladies will lead the procession of
the Holy Eucharist to the altar of
repose on the evening of
Holy Thursday, April 13th.
Volunteers will be taken on 1st come
basis for the positions. If you are 14
years of age or older and want to
volunteer or for more information,
call Marja Warner at 428-9506. The
deadline to volunteer is Sunday,
April 9th.
Praying the Divine Mercy
Chaplet
The Chaplet of Divine Mercy will be
prayed 20 minutes before each of the
weekend Masses until Divine
Mercy Sunday, April 23rd, with the
exception of Easter Sunday weekend.

Holy Week Schedule
April 9

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s
Passion

Vigil Mass 5:00 pm (April 8)
8:30 am and 10:30 am Masses

April 10

Monday of Holy Week

12:10 pm Mass

April 11

Tuesday of Holy Week

8:30 am Mass
7:00-8:00 pm Confession

April 12

Wednesday of Holy Week

8:30 am Mass
7:00-8:00 pm Confession

April 13

Holy Thursday

10:30 am Mass of Holy Chrism at the Cathedral
7:30 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper followed by Adoration
11:00 pm Adoration Closes with Night Prayer (Compline)

April 14

Good Friday

Noon Stations of the Cross
3:00 pm Celebration of the Passion of the Lord

April 15

Holy Saturday

1:00 pm Blessing of the Baskets
9:00 pm Easter Vigil Mass

April 16

Easter Sunday

8:30 am and 10:30am Masses

Sanctuary
Lamps
1)  Daniel Knisely
(His sister, Patrice
Sommers)

St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY COLLECTION
Sunday, March 19, 2017
Sunday Envelopes........... $4,335.20
Loose Cash & Checks.......... $96.43
Welcome Envelopes............. $69.00
eGiving.............................. $200.00
Kids Envelopes ...................... $1.00
Easter Decorations............ $205.00
Weekly toward budget .... $4,906.63
Weekly goal .................... $5,300.00
Amt. BELOW goal ............. $393.37
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Building and Maintenance $105.00
Black and Indian Missions .. $15.00
Worldwide Evangelization... $10.00
Poor Box ............................. $27.53
Votive Candle Receipts........ $73.00

