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“Transfigure your Faith”

A

round the turn of the century, a little boy lived far
out in the country. He was 12 years old and had
never in all his life seen a circus. Therefore, you can
imagine his excitement when one day a poster went up on
his street announcing that the next Saturday a traveling
circus was coming to town. He ran home with the glad
news and then came the question, “Dad Can I go?” The
family was poor but the father sensed how important this
was to the boy so he said, “I will see to it that you have
the money to go.” Saturday morning his father pulled out
a dollar bill, the most money the boy had ever had at one
time in all his life. The boy was so excited; his feet hardly
seemed to touch the ground all the way to town. When he
got to town he noticed people were lining the streets and
he worked his way through the crowd till he could see
what was coming and there in the distance approached the
spectacle of the circus parade. It was the grandest thing
the boy had ever seen. There were tigers and apes in cages
and a beautiful marching band; everything that goes to
make up a circus parade. After everything had passed by
where he was standing the traditional circus clown with
floppy shoes and baggy pants and brightly painted face
came. As the clown passed where he was standing, the
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boy reached into his pocket and got out that precious
dollar bill. Handing the money to the clown, the boy went
back to his house. The boy thought he had seen the circus,
but all he had seen was a preview, a glimpse of the
wonderful performance that was to come.
In today’s Gospel we heard Peter’s words, “Rabbi it
is good that we are here. Let us make three tents: one for
you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” He hardly knew
what to say. He was very much excited like the little boy
of this story. But the Transfiguration of Jesus was only the
preview or the glimpse of what was to come in the future.
Why did Peter, James and John receive this special sign
of Jesus’ glory? One reason may have been what
happened a few days earlier when Jesus told His disciples
He was going to suffer and die in Jerusalem. Peter said,
‘God forbid it Lord that must never happen to you.” Jesus
said, “Get away from Me, Satan! You are an obstacle in
my way!” Jesus had said that, if anyone wanted to be His
follower, then they would have to be prepared to walk the
same road of rejection, oppression – and even death.
Peter, James and John probably needed a spiritual shot in
Continued on page 2

Those preparing to receive the Sacraments at the Easter Vigil gathered for a special blessing at St. Andrew’s in Saline on Sunday March 4th. The Youth
Group led the Stations of the Cross on Friday, March 3rd. We will be hosting the Manchester Community on Friday, March 17th. Join us each Friday during
Lent for this holy devotion. Confessions will also be heard following Stations.
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 Second Sunday of Lent 

PARISH CALENDAR
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., MAR. 11

Lenten Weekday/BVM
Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1- 3:30-4:30 pm Confession
2. 4-5. 7-8/ Mt 5:43-48 5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Larry Becktel
[Tom and Ruth Burch]
SUN., MAR. 12
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
Gn 12:1-4a/Ps 33:4-5. 8:00-8:15 am Confession
18-19.20. 22/2 Tm 1: 8:30 am Mass: For the People
8b-10/ Mt 17:1-9
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass:  Emily Cummings
[Jim and Ella Landini]
11:30 am Youth Group—PC
MON., MAR. 13 Lenten Weekday
Dn 9:4b-10/Ps 79:8. 9. 12:10 pm Mass: Ed Haller
[Jim and Ella Landini]
11 and 13/Lk 6:36-38
Amazing Greys Luncheon to Follow Mass
3:30 pm Religious Education Grades 1-8—PC
7:00 pm Evangelization Team Meeting—FFH
7:00 pm Knights of Columbus Meeting—PC
TUES., MAR. 14
Is 1: 10. 16-20/ Ps 50:
8-9. 16bc-17. 21 and
23/ Mt 23: 1-12

WED., MAR. 15
Jer 18: 18-20/ Ps 31:
5-6. 14. 15-16/ Mt
20: 17-28

Lenten Weekday
8:30 am Mass:  Larry Becktel
[Tom and Ruth Burch]
7:00 pm Oremus Catholic Prayer Group—FFH
Lenten Weekday
8:30 am Mass: Michael Helton
[Russ and Bernita Aiuto]

THUR., MAR.16 Lenten Weekday/St. Frances of Rome (opt. mem.)
8:00 am Mass: Ed Haller
Jer 17:5-10/Ps 1:1-2.
[Dick and Judy Fahey]
3. 4 and 6/Lk 16:19-31
FRI., MAR. 17

Lenten Weekday/St. Patrick (opt. mem.)
A
Day of Abstinence
Gn 37: 3-4. 12-13a.
17b-28a/ Ps 105: 16-17. 8:30 am Mass:  Emily Cummings
[Betty Cummings]
18-19. 20-21/ Mt 21:
33-43. 45-46
7:00 pm Stations of the Cross followed by
Confession
SAT., MAR. 18
Lenten Weekday/St. Cyril of Jerusalem (opt. mem.)
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
Mi 7: 14-15. 18-20/ Ps
103: 1-2. 3-4. 9-10. 11- 5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Rodney Alan Hnizdor for
his Birthday
12/ Lk 15: 1-3. 11-32
[Donna Hnizdor]
SUN., MAR. 19
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT/FIRST SCRUTINY
Ex 17: 3-7/ Ps 95: 1-2. 8:00-8:15 am Confession
6-7. 8-9/ Rom 5: 1-2. 8:30 am Mass:  Joseph Piatkoski, anniversary
[Geraldine Bonkowski]
5-8/ Jn 4: 5-42
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: For the People

ALTERNATIVES TO
ABORTION:

Right-to-Life MI Hotline
1-800-57WOMAN
Or visit www.optionline.org

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic
(endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support group
for those struggling with same sex attraction.
“ENCOURAGE” is a separate support group
for families and friends. Call 517-342-2596

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI
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the arm after that shocking experience. To give a boost to their
morale, to help them see that the way of Jesus would lead to
victory and triumph, Jesus takes Peter, James and John to a high
mountain. They are the inner circle of the Twelve and are found
with Jesus at other times of crucial importance: for example, at the
raising of Jairus’ daughter and the agony in the garden. Moses and
Elijah are seen talking with Jesus. Their presence is very
significant. They represent the two great traditions of the Old
Testament: Moses personified the Law of God’s people, and
Elijah the traditions of the great prophets. Their presence and their
talking with Jesus indicate their total endorsement of all that Jesus
is doing and also of all that He will experience in the days to
come. Jesus is the natural continuation of their Jewish tradition
and is fully part of it. Therefore, the disciples need have no
misgivings about anything they have heard from Jesus about His
coming destiny.
Dear friends, our faith has ups and downs; it has mountains
and valleys. There are times our faith burns bright and there are
times it flickers and nearly goes out. In today’s Gospel, the faith
of Peter, James and John is bright and strong. But in a few months
their faith will flicker and almost fail, it will happen on another
mountain, the Mount of Olives. When the large crowd armed with
swords and clubs came looking for Jesus, the three disciples
panicked and ran for their lives. Worse yet, Peter even denied he
knew Jesus. In the same way, during the high points, we feel so
close to Jesus that we can touch Him. During the low points we
feel far from God. During the high points, life is beautiful: we
love everyone, we hug our friends, we forgive enemies. But
during low points nothing goes right. We feel oppressed and
sinned against, misjudged, out of place, lost. We find fault with
everything. So, in the faith life, there is ecstasy and agony, light
and darkness. When the moments of darkness come let us think of
Abraham in today’s first reading. God promised him that he
would have descendants as numerous as the stars. Since he was
advanced in age and was childless God’s promise blessed him
beyond his wildest dreams. 
AREA NEWS
"Draw near to God & He will draw near to You" is a one-day Lenten
retreat at St. Francis Retreat Center in DeWitt on March 15th offered by
Tony Sperendi. The cost is $30 and includes lunch and Mass. Register:
517-669-8321 or www.stfrancis.ws.
Consistent Life Ethic on March 16th at St. Francis of Assisi, Ann Arbor at
7pm. Join us as Aimee Christine Murphy, of Life Matters Journal
strengthens our Catholic advocacy efforts on pro-life issues at every stage
of human life.
Catholic Men’s Night - Deacon Dan Foley will be the speaker on
Thursday, March 16th. Mass will begin at 7:30 pm at in Christ the King
Catholic Church, 4000 Ave Maria Dr. Ann Arbor 48105. Following will
refreshments, fellowship and the talk, "The World, The Flesh and the
Devil". Call 734-930-4524 for additional information.
NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL (postabortion reconciliation and healing) Call the
confidential phone line:
517-993-0291 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

NEED HELP? “AA” group
meets Friday & Sunday nights
at 7:00 pm in the Emanuel
church kitchen.
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Stations of the Cross
Each Friday during Lent Stations of the
Cross will be prayed in Church at 7:00
pm followed by Confession until all have
been heard.

There will be a benefit for Susie Bachert
of the Flower Garden on Wednesday,
March 22nd at Emanuel United Church
of Christ. Volunteers from St. Mary are
needed to help prepare, serve, and cleanup after the Roast Beef dinner. If you can
help or bake a cake please call Anne
Marie at 428-8212. If you are unable to
help, please consider attending the event.

During Lent we are all asked to make
personal sacrifices. We are also asked to
participate in the three pillars of Lent:
prayer, fasting and almsgiving. To assist
our local brothers and sisters in need and
to allow us to participate in giving during
this penitential season, we ask you to
consider taking an empty grocery bag this
weekend, March 11th-12th, to fill with
groceries for the Community Resource
Center. We ask that you return the filled
bag the Third Sunday of Lent, March
18th-19th. Please call the Parish Office if
you have any questions 734-428-8811.
Praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet
Each weekend during Lent and
continuing until Divine Mercy Sunday,
April 23rd, with the exception of
Easter Sunday weekend, the Chaplet of
Divine Mercy will be prayed 20 minutes
before each of the weekend Masses. If
you would like to lead the devotion, call
Marja Warner, at 428-9506 or email me
at marjadiann@gmail.com
MORE AREA NEWS
St. Patrick's Dinner at Zion Lutheran Church,
Chelsea, on Saturday, March 18th, 4:30 - 8:30
pm. Proceeds fund the church's mission trip to
Puerto Rico. Corned beef, potatoes, cabbage,
carrots, soda bread, and homemade pies are on the
menu, take-out dinners available. Contact Neil for
tickets at 734-320-5004. $12 for adults, $5 for
children 5-10; 4 and under eat for free.
Aquinas College Fine Arts Visit Day for high
school students interested in Theatre, Music, Art and
Creative Writing. Visit aquinas.edu/fad to register
for the Friday, March 17th event.
St. John’s 4th Annual Draw-Down Dinner – The
dinner to benefit St. John’s School will be held at the
Commonwealth Center on Saturday, March 25th,
at 6:00 pm. Cost is $85 a ticket with the chance to
win $2000. Each ticket admits 2 people over the age
of 21, and includes dinner, DJ, and dancing. Cash
bar available. Call 784-1714 for information.

p. 3

N E W S

Flower Garden Benefit Dinner

Let’s Stock the CRC
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Lenten Vespers
This Lent at St. Mary we will have a
Potluck meal at 5:30 p.m. in the Fr. Fisher
Hall followed by Solemn Vespers in the
church at 7 pm on Sunday, March 26th.
Please mark your calendars and join us
for this evening of fellowship and prayer
and, of course, beautiful music provided
by the St. Mary Adult Choir.
Funeral Visitation Group
Parishioners are needed to form a team of
people to assist the parish for funeral
visitation. This role provides practical
help – setting up the visitation space,
providing refreshments, organizing the
space, greeting people, etc. The details
will be worked out as a group develops –
there is a great need that you can fill as
your time permits. To help, please contact
the Parish Office (734-428-8811). Be part
of this tender Work of Mercy.
Rose Mass The Lansing Guild of the Catholic
Medical Association invites you to renew your
vocation as a Catholic healthcare professional! The
event will be on Sunday, March 26th at the 10:00
am Mass at St. Mary Star of the Sea, Jackson. For
more info visit: cma-lansing.org/events
Families of Miscarriage and Child Loss are
welcome to attend Mass celebrated by Bishop
Boyea followed by a simple punch reception at St.
Patrick's Church, 711 Rickett Road, Brighton, MI
48116 on March 26th at 2:00 pm.
Marian Retreat In commemoration of the 100th
Anniversary of Our Lady’s Apparitions in Fatima, the
Fatima Center will be offering a retreat in Stella
Niagara NY March 31st-April 2nd. For more
information call 800-263-8160.
Michigan Catholic Choir is accepting new
members. For more information contact Dan
Schmier at 810‐516‐5505 or
Dan@TheMichiganCatholicChoir.org

For more news and events in area parishes, please visit our website: stmarymanchester.org

Sanctuary
Lamps
are burning this week for:
1)  William Boyd
(The Boyd Family)
2) Best Wishes on the
Wedding Anniversary of
Richard and Shirley
Krzyzaniak
(Russ and Bernita Aiuto)

Parish Family Birthdays
March 11....... Rosalie Boyd
March 11....... Craig Coltre
March 12...... Celeste Sangster
March 13...... Alyssa Ulicne
March 14...... Kevin Kapa
March 15...... Robert Krall
March 16...... Kevin Dobis
March 17 ...... Susan Fielder
March 17 ...... Michael Gibbons
March 17 ...... Ann Pat Wolf
March 18 ...... Andre Dahl
March 18 ...... Christian Marotz
March 19...... Michelle Gregory
March 19...... Joan Hazelton

St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY COLLECTION
Sunday, February 26, 2017
Sunday Envelopes ........... $2,784.60
Loose Cash & Checks........ $161.25
Welcome Envelopes ............. $10.00
eGiving .............................. $200.00
Kids Envelopes ...................... $1.75
Easter Decorations .............. $40.00
Weekly toward budget..... $3,197.60
Weekly goal .................... $5,300.00
Amt. BELOW goal .......... $2,102.40
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Building and Maintenance... $50.00
Poor Box................................ $8.23
Votive Candle Receipts ........ $60.50

This Week We’re
Praying for:
Jay
Jen, an expectant mother
with breast cancer
Steve Milkey
Josephine Watne

For the Repose of the Soul:
Rosealee Hoelzer

