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“Preparing for Spiritual Warfare”

In

1946, right after World War II, the United
States Government established the National
War College. According to its founder, one of the
College’s main goals is to educate its students on the
fundamentals of strategic thinking.
One of these fundamentals is the basic distinction
between strategy and tactics (it’s easy to get the two
mixed up). In general, strategy is a high-level plan for
reaching a goal; for example, what has to happen to
neutralize an enemy force. Tactics are the specific means
to get that to happen; they’re the maneuvers an army
makes as it engages the enemy.
Why bring all this up? Because you and I are engaged
in spiritual warfare and Lent is a time when that warfare
can get intense. Our Gospel today illustrates a little of the
devil’s strategy against Jesus and some of his tactics to
bring Jesus into submission. It also reveals the same about
Jesus’ counter-strategy and His tactics — important for
us, because we face the same enemy. And we need to be
clear not only about what the devil has in mind for us, but
also about our strategy for resisting him.
So what is the devil’s strategy in relation to Jesus?
His overall goal for Jesus is the same as it is for all of us;
namely, to separate the man from his God and so gain
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control over the man. Since the devil is an expert in
human psychology, his strategy is to undermine Jesus’
sense of His own identity by calling it into question.
Tactically, He appeals to basic human desires for personal
survival, personal safety, and fame and power.
In answer, Jesus’ strategy is to rebuff the devil without
engaging him in argument or debate. Tactically, he does that
simply by appealing to Scriptures that every Jew knew. First,
man lives on what comes from God; second, one never tests
God by demanding that He prove Himself; and third, God is
the only One Who deserves adoration. The devil knows
Scripture, too: he gets the point.
The Catechism is very clear that the devil is one of
three enemies Christians face, the other two being the
world (the culture we live in) and the flesh (our tendency
to get along on our own strength without God’s grace).
The Catechism is also clear that, while the devil is a
malicious personal agent who hungers for our destruction,
he has no power over us unless we give it to him. His
strategy then is to get us to want to give him that power.
How? Through tactics of suggestion, usually by getting us
to believe that we’re either weaker or stronger than we
really are. As he did with Jesus, he plays on our fears of
being abandoned without resources like food, clothing,
Continued on page 2

On Sunday, February 12th, the Parish hosted a forum at the Parish Center entitled, “Life is Changed, Not Ended.” Presenters offered information on
planning funerals for oneself and loved ones. Sunday, February 26th was Family Faith Day in the Fr. Fisher Hall. The theme was Lent and activities included a
walk through Stations of the Cross, cookie decorating, story and, of course, writing prayer cards for the needy in Flint.
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PARISH CALENDAR
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., MAR. 4

FIRST SATURDAY/St. Casmir
Is 58: 9b-14/ Ps 86: 1-2. 8:30 am Mass:  Del Maloney
3-4. 5-6/ Lk 5: 27-32
[Ed Sterling]
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Dorothy VanBeylen
[Inge and Peter Roncoli]
SUN., MAR. 5
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
8:00-8:15 am Confession
Gn 2:7-9; 3: 1-7/Ps
51:3-4. 5-6. 12-13. 17/ 8:30 am Mass:  Christine Marie Hessling
[The Hessling Family]
Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12.
10:00-10:15 am Confession
17-19/Mt 4:1-11
10:30 am Mass: For the People
12:00 pm First Reconciliation and First
Communion Class—FFH
MON., MAR. 6
Lenten Weekday
12:10 pm Mass: Dorothy VanBeylen
Lv 19:1-2.11-18/Ps
[Betty Cummings]
19:8.9.10.15/Mt 25:
31-46
3:30 pm Religious Education Grades 1-8—PC
TUES., MAR. 7
Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5.
6-7. 16-17. 18-19/Mt
6:7-15

WED., MAR. 8
Jon 3: 1-10/ Ps 51: 34. 12-13. 18-19/ Lk
11: 29-32

THUR., MAR. 9
Est C:12.14-16.23-25/
Ps 138:1-2ab.2cde-3.
7c-8/ Mt 7:7-12

Lenten Weekday/Sts. Perpetua and Felicity (opt. mem.)
8:30 am Mass:  Linda Young
[Betty Cummings]
7:00 pm Oremus Catholic Prayer Group—FFH
Lenten Weekday/St. John of God (opt. mem.)
8:30 am Mass: Larry Becktel
[Dick and Judy Fahey]
4:00 pm Staff Meeting—FFH
7:00 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting—FFH
Lenten Weekday/St. Frances of Rome (opt. mem.)
8:00 am Mass: INT: Noreen Burnett
[Noreen Burnett]

FRI., MAR. 10

Lenten Weekday
A Day of Abstinence
8:30 am Mass:  Irving Michalak
[John and Tina Doyle Family]
7:00 pm Stations of the Cross led by Religious Ed
SAT., MAR. 11
Lenten Weekday/BVM
Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1- 3:30-4:30 pm Confession
2. 4-5. 7-8/ Mt 5:43-48 5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Larry Becktel
[Tom and Ruth Burch]
SUN., MAR. 12
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
Gn 12:1-4a/Ps 33:4-5. 8:00-8:15 am Confession
18-19.20. 22/2 Tm 1: 8:30 am Mass: For the People
8b-10/ Mt 17:1-9
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass:  Emily Cummings
[Jim and Ella Landini]
11:30 am Youth Group—PC
Ez 18: 21-28/ Ps 130:
1-2. 3-4. 5-7a. 7bc-8/
Mt 5: 20-26

NEED HELP? “AA” group
meets Friday & Sunday nights
at 7:00 pm in the Emanuel
church kitchen.
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shelter, or human love. He questions our trust in God’s provision,
His protection, or His help in temptation or crisis. And the devil
presents images of what we most want, our lust for money, sex, or
power. He wants us to believe that we can’t refuse.
Our strategy of resistance should be that of Jesus: rebuff the devil
without engaging him in any way. We already know what the devil’s
strategy is and what his tactics are likely to be. We know he’ll hit us
where we’re weakest in our relationship with the world, with
ourselves, or with God — often by questioning what we’ve been
taught, as he did with Adam and Eve. He’ll challenge our moral
choices. “Is using other people or enjoying a good high or getting rich
all that bad? Everybody does it. Why not you?” He’ll work on what
we’re most afraid of or, by contrast, where we think we’re strong.
“Your marriage is boring; you should get out of it. You need money;
why not hit the casinos? You can handle that addiction; all it takes is a
little will power.” As for our relationship with God, the field is wide
open. “You’re never going to be a saint, so why bother? Sacraments
are just Church magic; they don’t accomplish anything. When is the
last time you heard God speak to you? That was your imagination; He
won’t answer you.”
I don’t mean to suggest that our main enemy is always the
devil. Frankly, he often doesn’t need to do much. We cause
ourselves enough trouble.
So what’s our strategy of resistance? Again, like Jesus, we
rebuff these temptations by not engaging the enemy directly.
Instead, we fall back on the Truth — on God and His promises.
We use the same tactics Jesus did. Since we live on what comes
from God, we feed on His Word and on His Sacraments,
especially Confession and Eucharist. Rather than trusting our own
spiritual judgment, we place our trust in God’s mercy through acts
of self-denial, fasting, and almsgiving. Instead of looking at what
gives us pleasure, we turn to what pleases God through prayers of
adoration and thanksgiving, both public and private.
St. James says, “Resist the devil and he will flee from you.”
St. Paul reminds us that the battle we’re waging is with
“principalities, powers, and world rulers … with the evil spirits in
the heavens.” So, whether the devil comes at us like a roaring lion
seeking whom he may devour or cunningly disguises himself as
an angel of light, we stand firm against his maneuvers. We don’t
need a War College to teach us these things. We already know
them. Lent is the time to put what we know into practice . 

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic
(endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support
group for those struggling with same sex
attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a separate
support group for families and friends. Call
517-342-2596

NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL (postabortion reconciliation and healing) Call the
confidential phone line:
517-993-0291 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

ALTERNATIVES TO
ABORTION:

Right-to-Life MI Hotline
1-800-57WOMAN
Or visit www.optionline.org
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Stations of the Cross
Each Friday during Lent Stations of the
Cross will be prayed in Church at 7:00
pm followed by Confession until all have
been heard. This week the devotion will
be led by Religious Education.
Change in Mass Time
Note on Thursday, March 9th Mass will
be at 8:00 am instead of 8:30 am. This
will be for that day only.
Let’s Stock the CRC
During Lent we are all asked to make
personal sacrifices. We are also asked to
participate in the three pillars of Lent:
prayer, fasting and almsgiving. To assist
our local brothers and sisters in need and
to allow us to participate in giving during
this penitential season, we ask you to
consider taking an empty grocery bag
next weekend, March 11th-12th, to fill
with groceries for the Community
Resource Center. We ask that you return
the filled bag the Third Sunday of Lent,
March 18th-19th. Please call the Parish
Office if you have any questions 734428-8811.
Praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet
Each weekend during Lent and
continuing until Divine Mercy Sunday,
April 23rd, with the exception of
A R E A
N E W S
"Draw near to God & He will draw near to You" is
a one-day Lenten retreat at St. Francis Retreat
Center in DeWitt on March 15th offered by Tony
Sperendi. The cost is $30 and includes lunch and
Mass. Register: 517-669-8321 or www.stfrancis.ws.
Prayer and Pizza Vocation Retreat for ages 10-18.
Saturday, March 11th. Boys: 8am-12pm at St.
Louis Center, girls: 8:30am-12:30pm at the Pious
Union. Mass, Adoration, Confession, food and fun.
Call Fr. Satheesh 517-522-8017 or email Sr. Brenda
srbrendam@gmail.com
St. Patrick's Dinner at Zion Lutheran Church,
Chelsea, on Saturday, March 18th, 4:30 - 8:30
pm. Proceeds fund the church's mission trip to
Puerto Rico. To purchase tickets Contact Neil at
(734-320-5004) or nhorn719@yahoo.com. $12 for
adults, $5 for children 5-10; 4 and under eat for free.
Aquinas College Fine Arts Visit Day for high

March 5, 2017

p. 3

N E W S

Easter Sunday weekend, the Chaplet of
Divine Mercy will be prayed 20 minutes
before each of the weekend Masses. I am
looking for people to lead this devotion.
If you would like to do this or want more
information on it, you can call me, Marja
Warner, at 428-9506 or email me
at marjadiann@gmail.com
Lenten Vespers
This Lent at St. Mary we will have a
Potluck meal at 5:30 p.m. in the Fr. Fisher
Hall followed by Solemn Vespers in the
church at 7 pm on Sunday, March 26th.
Please mark your calendars and join us
for this evening of fellowship and prayer,
and of course, beautiful music provided
by the St. Mary adult choir.
Funeral Visitation Group
Men and women are needed to be part of
a team of people who will assist the
parish as it now offers space and time for
funeral visitation. This role provides
practical help – setting up the visitation
space, providing refreshments, organizing
the space, greeting people, etc. The
details will be worked out as a group
develops – there is a great need that you
can fill as your time permits. To help,
please contact the Parish Office (734-4288811). Be part of this tender Work of
Mercy.

school students interested in Theatre, Music, Art
and Creative Writing. Please visit aquinas.edu/fad
for more details or to register for the Friday, March
17th event.
Mid-life Singles (mid-30s to 50s): Register today
for a life-changing REFLECT weekend retreat at the
St. Francis Retreat Center, DeWitt, MI March 17-19,
2017. Cost is $175. Call (586)770-1772 .
Rose Mass The Lansing Guild of the Catholic
Medical Association invites you to renew your
vocation as a Catholic healthcare professional! The
event will be on Sunday, March 26th at the 10:00
am Mass at St. Mary Star of the Sea, Jackson. For
more info visit: cma-lansing.org/events
Families of Miscarriage and Child Loss are
welcome to attend Mass celebrated by Bishop
Boyea followed by a simple punch reception at St.
Patrick's Church, 711 Rickett Road, Brighton, MI
48116 on March 26th at 2:00 p.m.

For more news and events in area parishes, please visit our website: stmarymanchester.org

Sanctuary
Lamps
are burning this week for:
1)  Liesel Lamparter
(Jim and Marja Warner)
2)  Thomas and  Shirley
Sweeney
(Jim and Marja Warner)

Parish Family Birthdays
March 4 ....... James Miller
March 4 ....... Cathleen Tistle
March 5 ....... Terri Jobkar
March 5 ....... John Johnson
March 5 ....... Wilma Lentz
March 5 ....... Katherine Remski
March 6 ....... Veronica Kastl
March 6 ....... Rita Messman
March 7........Michael DeLucia
March 7........Patricia Fitzgerald
March 7........Joe Jobkar
March 7........Sean Sangster
March 7........Spencer Wallace
March 8 ....... Gayle Antonelli
March 10 ..... Eoin Flaherty
March 11....... Rosalie Boyd
March 11....... Craig Coltre
March 12...... Celeste Sangster

St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY COLLECTION
Sunday, February 19, 2017
Sunday Envelopes........... $3,353.60
Loose Cash & Checks........ $342.00
Welcome Envelopes ............. $85.00
eGiving .............................. $260.00
Kids Envelopes ...................... $2.00
Weekly toward budget .... $4,042.60
Weekly goal .................... $5,300.00
Amt. BELOW goal .......... $1,257.40
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Building and Maintenance... $55.00
Poor Box.............................. $30.36
Votive Candle Receipts........ $85.00

This Week We’re
Praying for:
A struggling teenager
Mary Jane Miller
Larry Rhodes, brother-inlaw of MaryBeth Redmon

