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“You MUST Love your Neighbor”

FR. BOSCO PADAMATTUMMAL

The Gospel passage we just heard is a continuation the revenge taken should not exceed the magnitude of the
from last Sunday. The Church invites us to reflect on a offence received.
particular aspect of the law of love established by Jesus:
About five hundred years later when Moses, by order
Love your enemies. Most of the tribes living in the desert of God, laid down the rules by which the people of Israel
at the time of Moses practiced a rule which they should be governed, and took this rule of Hammurabi
considered sacred: when a member of a family was among others to serve as a guide for his people in the
unjustly killed, the nearest male relative in his clan had matter of revenge. Thus we read in Deuteronomy 19, “life
the duty to avenge the dead person by killing the for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot
murderer at the first opportunity. Moses laid out this law
for foot,” that is, in taking
as he did so many others
revenge, do not go beyond the
prevailing in the region at
damage the offender has
the time and gave it to the
caused. As we are used to the
people of Israel in
law of Christ, this too seems to
Numbers 35, ‘the avenger
us a cruel law but it was
of blood must put the
already a great improvement
murderer to death when he
over laws prevailing elsewhere
meets him; he must put
which put no limits on
him to death.’ The avenger
revenge. And this rule, too,
of the blood is the relative
gradually lapsed in Israel, a
of the dead, it was his duty
compensation being demanded
to kill the murderer. We
instead for the damage caused.
feel surprised, even
After listening to what we
shocked, that such a rule
have just said, it is a pleasant
The Knights of Columbus celebrated the 60th Anniversary of their
would be contained in
Council. Fr. Bosco joined the Knights and Ladies for dinner at the
surprise to listen to the
Parish Center following Mass on Saturday February 11th.
Holy Scripture but we
command of Moses found in
must remember that life in those days was extremely today’s first reading from Leviticus, “you must not bear
rough and the individual family had to be defended by hatred for your brother; you must not exact vengeance;
any possible means. In fact, this rule of family retaliation you must love your neighbor as yourself.” We should
stopped being enforced in Israel after some time. Instead remember however, that in this case Moses was speaking
of killing the murderer, other punishments were imposed about members belonging to the people of Israel
and a compensation demanded from either the guilty including the non-Jews who had settled among them and
person or from his family. The worst aspect in the law of had accepted the religion and customs of Israel, because
family revenge and other similar laws was that, at times, we continue to read in Leviticus, “if a stranger lives with
not just the murderer but his whole family was wiped out, you in the land do not molest him. You must count him as
men women and children alike if the avenger had the one of your countrymen and love him as yourself.” No
power to. Hence a wise and powerful king of the region, such kindness was recommended for outsiders, no mercy
Hammurabi by name who lived some 100 years after for aliens. They were not to be considered neighbors.
Abraham, established the so-called “law of
talion” (retaliation authorized by law), according to which
Continued on page 2
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PARISH CALENDAR
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., FEB. 18

Ordinary Weekday/BVM
Heb 11:1-7/Ps 145: 2-3. 3:30-4:30 pm Confession
4-5. 10-11/ Mk 9: 2-13 5:00 pm Vigil Mass:  Lillian VanRiper, Aunt of
Alice Kidd
[Alice Kidd]
SUN., FEB. 19
SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Lv 19: 1-2. 17-18/ Ps 8:00-8:15 am Confession
103: 1-2. 3-4. 8. 10.
8:30 am Mass: Douglas Muldoon, Father of
12-13 (8a)/ 1 Cor 3:
16-23/ Mt 5: 38-48

Tina Doyle

[Patrick and Barbara Doyle]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: For the People
MON., FEB. 20 Ordinary Weekday
Sir 1: 1-10/ Ps 93: 1ab. 12:10 pm Mass:  Evelyn Dethloff
[St. Mary’s Altar Society]
1cd-2. 5/ Mk 9: 14-29
TUES., FEB. 21

Ordinary Weekday/St. Peter Damian (opt. mem.)
8:30
am Mass:  Larry Becktel
Sir 2: 1-11/ Ps 37: 3-4.
[Russ and Bernita Aiuto]
18-19. 27-28. 39-40/
Mk 9: 30-37
7:00 pm Oremus Catholic Prayer Group—FFH
WED., FEB. 22
1 Pt 5: 1-4/Ps 23:13a. 4.5.6/Mt 16:13-19

Chair of St. Peter (feast)
8:30 am Mass:  James Curley
[Victoria Curley]

THUR., FEB. 23 St. Polycarp (memorial)
8:30 am Mass: INT: Dick and Shirley

Sir 5: 1-8/ Ps 1: 1-2. 3.
4 and 6/ Mk 9: 41-50

Krzyzaniak on their 57th Wedding
Anniversary, February 27th
[Their Family]

FRI., FEB. 24
Sir 6: 5-17/ Ps 119: 12.
16. 18. 27. 34. 35/ Mk
10: 1-12

SAT., FEB. 25
Sir 17:1-15/Ps 103:1314. 15-16. 17-18/Mk
10:13-16

Ordinary Weekday
8:30 am Mass:  Larry Becktel
[Tom and Ruth Burch]
Ordinary Weekday/BVM
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass:  Jeanie Davis
[Alice Kidd]

SUN., FEB. 26

EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Is 49:14-15/Ps 62:2-3.
6-7. 8-9 (6a)/1 Cor 4:
1-5/ Mt 6: 24-34

8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: For the People
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass:  Patricia LaBeau
[Janet and Bill Shurtliff]
11:30 am Youth Group—PC
11:30 am Family Faith Day—FFH

NEED HELP? “AA” group
meets Friday & Sunday nights
at 7:00 pm in the Emanuel
church kitchen.

ALTERNATIVES TO
ABORTION:

Right-to-Life MI Hotline
1-800-57WOMAN
Or visit www.optionline.org

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI

Fr. Bosco’s article continued from page 1

A rabbi living at the time of Jesus left a note with the
following words, “this commandment as the one mentioned above
concerns only your own people you must hate and take revenge
on all others.” Now we understand the surprise of Jesus’ audience
when hearing Him proclaim His own law regarding all enemies
without distinction, “love your enemies; pray for those who
persecute you; do good to those who hate you.” He made this
clear on another occasion through the parable of the good
Samaritan. This command to love our enemies is not an option but
an order. It is not only an ethical ideal but immensely medicinal.
Let us look at some examples from the Bible; in the Old
Testament we read the patriarch Jacob had stolen his brother
Esau’s birthright by deceiving his father. After many years when
he returned, he was scared to meet his elder brother Esau. In
Genesis we read that when Jacob met his brother; seeing the love,
grace and godly look on the forgiving face of his brother, he said,
“for truly to see your face is like seeing the face of God.” In the
Acts of the Apostles, we read Stephen, the deacon, was falsely
accused and stoned, he cried out and said, “Lord Jesus receive my
spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord
do not hold this sin against them.” When he said this he died.
When he was prosecuted all who sat on the council looked
intently at him and they saw that his face was like the face of an
angel. Dear friends, deep seated hatred and resentment always
show their ugly scars on our faces. The dirt within is always
reflected on our faces. But when we love and forgive our enemies
there is a loveliness which is reflected on our face. It is hard to
practice this command but let us try it with the grace of God . 
A R E A
N E W S
Women’s Retreat at St. Martha’s Saturday, February 25th.
"Your Unique Purpose-Becoming who God made you to be." The
featured speaker is Jen Brown, Coordinator of Evangelization &
Discipleship at IHM, Lansing. Continental breakfast and lunch
included. $25 (free for women religious). If you have questions or
would like to register, please call 517-648-5355.
Pro-Life Banquet - Come hear Jason Jones’ moving testimonyand the journey that led him to become the film producer of prolife films such as Bella and Voiceless- at the Family Life Services
Winter Gala on Thursday, March 2nd, at the KofC Hall in
Dexter. For more information please visit www.flsbanquet.com or
call 734-434-3088.
Mid-life Singles (mid-30s to 50s): Register today for a lifechanging REFLECT weekend retreat at the St. Francis Retreat
Center, DeWitt, MI March 17-19, 2017. Cost is $175. Call (586)
770-1772 or visit www.ReflectRetreat.com for details.
Rose Mass - The Lansing Guild of the Catholic Medical
Association invites you to renew your vocation as a Catholic
healthcare professional! The event will be held on Sunday, March
26th at the 12:00 noon Mass at St. Mary Student Parish, Ann
Arbor. For more info or to RSVP visit: cma-lansing.org/events
NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL
(post-abortion reconciliation and
healing) Call the confidential phone line:
517-993-0291 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic
(endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support
group for those struggling with same sex
attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a separate
support group for families and friends. Call
517-342-2596

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI
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Family Faith Day and Faith in Flint
The next Family Faith Day: Lent, will be taking place on Sunday, February 26th. We will
have wonderful support from Amazing Greys, Evangelization Team, and Knights of
Columbus. This month for Faith in Flint, the Warming Center has made a special request
for toiletry items. They are in need of shampoo, conditioner, bars of soap, razors, shaving
cream, toothbrushes, toothpaste, dental floss, deodorant, baby wipes and anything else you
can think of. The Warming Center for the homeless closes in April and they want to make
sure everyone has the supplies they need! Please place your donations in the labeled box in
the vestibule by Sunday, February 26th!

Sanctuary
Lamps

Diocesan Men’s Retreat

2)  William Schwab
(His Family)

The Man Event, will be held at Our Lady of Fatima in Michigan Center on Saturday,
February 25th 10 am-5 pm. Cost is $40 for adults and $30 for students and includes a
pig roast lunch. You may register online at themanevent.org or call 517-342-2440 for
more information. Equip and empower yourself to go out into the world and engage it
as a strong Christian man. Confession will be available throughout the day.
Gertrude Hawk Chocolates
The Youth Group Easter candy fundraiser is underway. All proceeds will go to make
blankets for children undergoing cancer treatment. Order forms are available in the
entryway of the Church. Please place your order by March 3rd.
Attention—Servers for Easter Time
Lectors, Altar Servers, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion & Ushers: if there
are any times in April or May that you cannot serve or you have a preference for Holy
Week, please call Marja Warner no later than Sunday, Feb. 26th. Remember that extra
servers and lectors are needed for Palm Sunday weekend, April 8/9; Holy Thursday,
April 13; Good Friday, April 14; and Easter Vigil, April 15. Also on Holy
Thursday, 12 extra men and 14 women will be needed, as well as more-than-thenormal altar servers. Please let Marja know which of the Masses you will be attending,
so there are no scheduling conflicts. Call Marja at 428-9506
or email
marjadiann@gmail.com
Blessed Palms Needed
This year Ash Wednesday falls on March 1st. We will begin collecting your blessed
palms in order to make the ashes for distribution on that day. A box will be available in
the entryway of the Church for you to put them in. If you have any questions please
call the Parish office 734-428-8811.
Praying the Chaplet of Divine Mercy
Starting the 1st weekend of Lent, March 4-5th and continuing until Divine
Mercy Sunday, April 23rd, with the exception of Easter Sunday weekend, the Chaplet
of Divine Mercy will be prayed 20 minutes before each of the weekend Masses. I am
looking for people to lead this devotion. If you would like to do this or want more
information on it, you can call me, Marja Warner at 428-9506 or email me
at marjadiann@gmail.com
Funeral Visitation Group
Men and women are needed to be part of a team of people who will assist the parish as
it now offers funeral visitation space and time. This role provides practical help –
setting up the visitation space, providing refreshments, organizing the space, greeting
people, etc. The details will be worked out as a group develops – there is a great need
that you can fill as your time permits. To help, please contact the Parish Office (734For more news and events in area parishes, please visit our website: stmarymanchester.org

are burning this week for:
1)  William Schwab
(His Family)

Altar Flowers

for the week of
SUNDAY, FEB 19TH
are sponsored by
June Faubion
In Memory of

 Mr. Thomas and  Mrs.
Shirley Sweeney

Parish Family Birthdays
Feb 21........... Tyler Ball
Feb 21........... Claudia Damian
Feb 21........... Elizabeth Daubner
Feb 22.......... Daniel Davila
Feb 22.......... Elizabeth Kripas
Feb 22.......... Loretta Widmayer
Feb 23.......... Anthony Bargardi
Feb 23.......... Ann Becktel
Feb 23.......... Cody Engel
Feb 23.......... Astrida Punches
Feb 23.......... Mary Roosen
Feb 24.......... Anna Cocco
Feb 24.......... Francis Cousino
Feb 24.......... Ellen O’Sullivan
Feb 25.......... Ethan Villarreal

St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY COLLECTION
Sunday, February 5, 2017
Sunday Envelopes........... $5,489.00
Loose Cash & Checks........ $383.00
Welcome Envelopes........... $111.00
eGiving .............................. $665.90
Fuel ..................................... $20.00
Weekly toward budget .... $6,668.90
Weekly goal .................... $5,300.00
Amt. ABOVE goal........... $1,368.90
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Building and Maintenance. $270.00
Worldwide Evangelization... $70.00
Poor Box ............................... $5.50
Votive Candle Receipts........ $57.00

