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EPIPHANY OF THE LORD • JANUARY 8, 2017

From the Sabbath to the Lord’s Day
BY DEACON DENNIS WALTERS
Orthodox Jews take the Sabbath very seriously. Viva
The meaning is nearly identical to how Catholics view
Hammer, a widow and recent empty-nester, reflected in Sunday, the Lord’s Day: “Because it is the ‘first day,’ the
the November issue of First Things on her first Sabbath day of Christ’s Resurrection recalls the first creation.
Because it is the ‘eighth day’ following the Sabbath, it
alone, and what the day means to her as a Jewish woman.
“So many things are forbidden on the Sabbath that the symbolizes the new creation ushered in by Christ’s
hours prior are a turmoil of activity. I fill the urn from Resurrection. For Christians [Sunday] has become the first
which I will make tomorrow’s tea, broil fish, and peel of all days, the first of all feasts, the Lord’s Day” (CCC
vegetables. I switch on the lights that will stay lit twenty- 2174). Sunday is the preeminent “Holy Day of
five hours, and turn all others off…. Then I put all devices Obligation.” Even when other Holy Days of Obligation
fall on a Sunday, the celebration of the Lord’s Day takes
away, shower, and dress in fresh clothes.”
Reading her reflections, I began to consider what precedence. (Easter may be an exception, but then it falls
Sunday means (or should mean) to Catholics, and I notice on a Sunday so it’s a moot point.)
Of course, the Sabbath is a day of rest for Jews. “We
some remarkable parallels between the Jewish reverence
for the Sabbath and the Christian devotion to the Lord’s may not work for pay or pay others to work for us. Our
businesses shut.” How many times do we hear Christians
Day. For example, there is how Jews see the Sabbath:
“The Sabbath is a memorial to God’s creating the lament that some of us must work for pay on Sundays, and
world, in which six days were spent on the work of that stores stay open on Sundays. We do bemoan it — but
creation and the seventh on rest…. The Sabbath is we shop on Sundays too.
The Jewish Sabbath is time for personal rest, but not
inviolable. …Even Yom Kippur, the holiest day in the
“for
a day off, not for a vacation, but for the Sabbath. With
Jewish calendar, does not override the Sabbath: When
they fall on the same day, they form a joint Sabbath of its enforced quiet and song and contemplation and
afternoon nap.” Despite the individual rest, the Sabbath is
Sabbaths.”
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PARISH CALENDAR
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., JAN. 7

Christmas Weekday /St. Raymond Penyafort (opt. mem.)

1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps
149:1-2, 3-4, 5-6a,
9b/Jn 2:1-11

8:30 am First Saturday Mass:  James J.
O’Sullivan [Ellen O’Sullivan]
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: INT: Happy Birthday to

Bob Van Beylen

[Bill and Sandi Kwolek]]
SUN., JAN. 8

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 78, 10-11, 12-13/Eph
3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: For the People
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: Christine Marie Hessling
[The Hessling Family]
11:30 am Family Faith Day—FFH
12:30 pm Youth Group—PC
The Baptism of the Lord (feast)
No Mass Today in Manchester
7:00 pm Evangelization Team Meeting—FFH
7:00 pm KofC Meeting—PC

MON., JAN. 9
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts
10:34-38/Ps 29:1-2, 34, 3, 9-10/Mt 3:13-17

TUES., JAN. 10
Heb 2:5-12/Ps 8:2AB,
5, 6-7, 8-9/Mk 1:21-28

WED., JAN. 11
Heb 2:14-18/Ps
105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 89/Mk 1:29-39

THUR., JAN. 12
Heb 3:7-14/Ps 95:67C, 8-9, 10-11/Mk
1:40-45

FRI., JAN. 13
Heb 4:1-5, 11/Ps 78:3,
4BC,6C-7, 8/Mk 2:1-12

SAT., JAN. 14
Heb 4:12-16/Ps 19:8, 9,
10, 15Mk 2:13-17

Ordinary Weekday
No Mass Today in Manchester
Ordinary Weekday
8:30 am Mass:  Betty Ward
[Pat and Joe Fitzgerald]
Ordinary Weekday
8:30 am Mass:  Ed Haller
[Patricia R. Shafer]
Ordinary Weekda/y/St. Hilary (opt. mem.)
8:30 am Mass:  Ed Haller
[John and Tina Doyle and Family]
Ordinary Weekday/BVM
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: INT: Fr. John Lehner for a

Healthy New Year
[Donna Hnizdor]

SUN., JAN. 15
Is 49:3, 5-6/Ps 40:2, 4,
7-8, 8-9, 10/1 Cor 1:13/Jn 1:29-34

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: For the People
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: Lewis William Shurtliff
[Janet and Bill Shurtliff]
12:00 pm First Communion Class—PC

This Week We’re Praying for:
Andrew Bonkowski
Jim Glavin

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic
(endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support
group for those struggling with same sex
attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a separate
support group for families and friends.
Call 517-342-2596

NEED HELP?
ALTERNATIVES TO
ABORTION:

Right-to-Life MI Hotline
1-800-57WOMAN
Or visit www.optionline.org

NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL

(post-abortion reconciliation and
healing) Call the confidential
phone line:
517-993-0231 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

NEED HELP? “AA” group
meets Friday & Sunday nights
at 7:00 pm in the Emanuel
church kitchen.

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI

DEACON DENNIS’ ARTICLE FROM PAGE 1, continued:

a day for community: “Sabbath requires sitting face-to-face with
your community, your family, and yourself.” It’s a day for
families: “When I talk to Jewish women about their image of
family,” Mrs. Hammer writes, “they describe a quorum of
children around the Sabbath table. The triumph of the family is
around the Sabbath table, and the focus of the Sabbath is the
family.”
For Christians, Sunday fulfills the Sabbath. It is the
gathering of the Catholic family around the Lord’s table. Sunday
“is the pre-eminent day for the liturgical assembly, when the
faithful gather ‘to listen to the word of God and take part in the
Eucharist, thus calling to mind the Passion, Resurrection, and
glory of the Lord Jesus, and giving thanks to God who “has
begotten them again, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead” unto a living hope’” (CCC 1167). The passage in the
Letter to the Hebrews urging Christians “not to neglect to meet
together, as is the habit of some” (Hb 10:25) refers to the “habit
of some” to skip Sunday Mass for private recreation.
Many Christians claim Sunday as “their time.” They resent
the Church for obliging them to keep the Lord’s Day holy,
separate, reserved for the Lord Himself. Frankly though, Sunday
is not and never was intended as one’s own day off, a vacation.
Claiming Sunday for oneself is a kind of theft. Yes, it is a day of
rest — but rest that includes time for spiritual health in worship
and reflection as well as recreation.
The experience many parents face about children’s drifting
away from faith is familiar to our Jewish widow: “For half a
decade now, I have been single, but the children remained with
me. They stopped observing the Sabbath as they floated away
into a culture in which one day is the same ceaseless round as the
next. I am sad for them in their Sabbath-less world.” What
Christian parent cannot empathize with her grief, when the
children they’ve trained to worship on Sunday and have
sacrificed to provide with a Catholic education, float away into a
Sunday-less world?
Obviously, those who drift away from the faith, or who
explicitly reject it, are responsible for their own actions. But
those of us who remain are responsible, too. Just as Mrs.
Hammer remains faithful to the Sabbath, whether alone or in
community, we remain steadfast in our celebration of Sunday,
the Lord’s Day. If some drift away because Sunday is just
another day of the week, we need to insist on the day’s true
meaning, and observe it accordingly. Sunday isn’t a day off, a
vacation. It is a time to obey the commandment to “keep holy the
Lord’s Day. We make it special in our homes and in our
churches through “quiet and song and contemplation” and
participation at Mass.
Christians live under Jesus’ New Commandment, but it
doesn’t abrogate the Old. The least we as orthodox Catholics can
do is take the Lord’s Day as seriously as Orthodox Jews take the
Sabbath. 
For more news and events in area parishes, please visit our
website: stmarymanchester.org

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI

P A R I S H

Family Faith Day
The next Family Faith Day is Sunday,
January 8th following 10:30 Mass in
the Father Fisher Hall. The theme is
Epiphany. Amazing Greys will have a
cookie decorating table. The Knights of
Columbus will have a Wiseman Obstacle
Course. Religious Education will
p res ent The Ot her Wi s e man .
Evangelization will host a table for
making prayer cards for gloves and socks
for parolees and the homeless for the
Faith in Flint initiative. There will also
be a box in the vestibule for donations of
new socks and gloves of any size that
will be sent to Flint. This event is open to
ALL parishioners. Please join us!!
Mass Schedule Change
Please note that while Fr. Bosco is in
India, Masses will not be held on
Mondays and Tuesdays. The regular
schedule will resume on Monday,
January 30th.
Men’s Retreat
Men of St. Mary's, you are invited to a
men's retreat at the St. Francis Retreat
Center in DeWitt February 24th-
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26th. The theme of the retreat is "Mass
Matters:We Are Called to Glory."
Suggested offering for the retreat is $175
for the three days. You can register by
calling 866-8 321 or o nline
at www.stfrancis.ws.
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The Altar Flowers
for the week of
SUNDAY, JAN 8TH
are sponsored by
Mary Ann Fielder
In Honor of

Dick Fielder on his Birthday

Friendly Reminder
First Holy Communion class will meet
next Sunday, January 15th in the Parish
Center at 12:00 pm. The class that was
missed due to the weather will be
rescheduled.
Altar Flowers
A reminder that we have the opportunity
each weekend to sponsor the flowers on
the Altar. There is a minimum donation
of $30 and the flowers can be in memory
of a loved one, for the intentions of or to
honor someone, or for a special occasion.
There is a sign-up sheet in the main
vestibule. Or contact the parish office.
Donate Online
You may now make your weekly
stewardship donation online via “my
Eoffering.” Look for the green ‘Donate
Now’ button to create an account. Call
the Office for assistance 734-428-8811.

A R E A
N E W S
40 Days For Life Ann Arbor will hold a planning meeting on Thursday, January 12th, at
7:00 PM at Denny’s, 3310 Washtenaw, Ann Arbor. We invite people of all faith traditions,
living in and beyond Washtenaw County to join our planning team. The 2017 Spring Campaign
will begin on Ash Wednesday, March 1st and conclude on Palm Sunday, April 9th. Many
volunteers are needed. For more information, contact the Ann Arbor campaign director, Sandie
Weathers at 734-657-1936 or 40daysforlifeannarbor@gmail.com. Visit their website for more
information: 40daysforlife.com/annarbor.
St. Francis of Assisi will be hosting a bereavement workshop, entitled "Grieving with Great
Hope" January 13-14th. For more information, contact Kelly Hernandez at (734)821-2122.
Cry to the Lord with one Voice annual concert for Unity and Prayer for Life is Wednesday,
January 18th at 7:30 pm. St. Thomas the Apostle Church, 530 Elizabeth St, Ann Arbor.
Take Some Time for Your Marriage -You are invited to a new marriage retreat at St. Francis
Retreat Center on January 20th from 5:15-9:15pm entitled: "Learning to Love Each Other in
the Little Things." Daily life can strengthen or weaken your marriage depending on your shared
focus. Learn ways to deepen your love and commitment you promised each other on your
wedding day. Enjoy an evening together. $60 per couple and includes dinner and handouts.
Info and registration at www.stfrancis.ws/ or 517-669-8321. Directed by Tony Sperendi.
The Called and Gifted Workshop will teach participants about the charisms given to you by
the Holy Spirit at Baptism and start you on a process of lifelong discernment. The workshop is
offered at the following locations:
January 27-28 – Immaculate Heart of Mary, Lansing
February 3-4 - St. John the Evangelist, Jackson
February 10-11 - St. Thomas the Apostle, Ann Arbor
See http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/evangelization-lay-formation for specific details and for
more information.

Sanctuary
Lamps
are burning this week for:
1)  Florence Hnizdor, 13th
Anniversary
(Donna Hnizdor, Her
Daughter)
2)  Brian & Bradley
Walz
(Mom and Dad)

Parish Family Birthdays
Jan 7..............Doug Rickert
Jan 8..............Richard Fielder
Jan 8..............Cynthia Remski
Jan 9..............Katelyn Simpson
Jan 10............Duane Beuerle
Jan 12 ............Geneva Walkowe
Jan 13.............Jeffery Sangster
Jan 14 ............Matthew Radze
Jan 15 ............Robert Scharpenberg

“We saw His star at its
rising and have come to
do Him homage.”
St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY COLLECTION
Sunday, December 25, 2016
Sunday Envelopes ...........$3,161.00
Loose Cash & Checks ........$492.00
Welcome Envelopes.........$1,031.00
eGiving...............................$353.58
Immaculate Conception .......$10.00
Solemnity of Mary ................$55.00
Christmas Decorations...........$5.00
Christmas........................$2,644.60
Weekly toward budget .....$7,752.18
Weekly goal.....................$5,300.00
Amt. ABOVE goal ...........$2,452.18
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Building and Maintenance .$130.00
Poor Box ..............................$11.91
Votive Candle Receipts ........$51.00

