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THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD • DECEMBER 25, 2016

Give the Gift of Jesus

BY FR. BOSCO PADAMATTUMMAL
wish a Merry Christmas to all of you. I have a but the priest couldn’t help himself and he cried out, “Please
story to tell you. Scott Hahn is a great Scripture pray for my friend.” Not only this, the priest told the entire
scholar in the United States. He was Presbyterian minister story. The Holy Father, looked concerned, and he assured
who became Catholic. He has a priest friend– and one day the priest that he would pray for his friend. As he moved on,
that priest went to visit Rome. Among other activities, the he whispered something to his secretary.
priest was scheduled to have a private audience with John
Later that day, the priest was contacted by staff from the
Paul II. On the appointed day, the
Vatican. They told the priest that he
priest had many hours free. And like
and the beggar – the former priest were
a tourist, the priest decided to visit a
invited to see the Pope for dinner.
basilica. On the steps of the church
Excited and curious, he rushed back to
were a number of beggars,
the basilica where he last saw his
something fairly common in Rome.
classmate. He approached the man and
On those steps, the priest thought that
said, “I have been to see the Pope, and
he recognized one of the beggars.
he said he would pray for you. And
After entering the sanctuary he knelt
there’s more. He has invited us to his
down to pray, and then it hit him. He
private residence for dinner.”
remembered how he knew that man.
“Impossible,” said the man, “Look at
The priest rushed out and
me. I am a mess. I haven’t showered in
approached the beggar. “I know you.
a long time… and my clothes …”.
Didn’t we go to seminary together?”
Sensing the gravity of the situation, the
The man gave a nod of
priest said, “I have a hotel room where
affirmation. “So you are a priest
you can shower and shave, and I have
then?” he said to the beggar. The
clothes that will fit you.” Again, by
man replied, “Not anymore. I fell off
God’s grace, the beggar priest agreed.
the deep end. Please leave me
Later, they were off to have dinner
alone.” The priest was mindful of his
with the Pope.
approaching appointment with the
At the close of dinner, just before
Holy Father. “I’ve got to go — I’ll
dessert, the Holy Father asked the
pray for you.” The beggar with the familiar face replied, “A priest and his secretary to leave, at which point the priest
lot of good that will do.” With that, the priest left the beggar and the secretary left the Holy Father alone with the beggar.
on the steps and departed for his meeting. These private After quite some time, the beggar emerged from the room in
meetings with the Pope are typically very formal. There are tears. “What happened in there?” asked the priest. The most
a number of people who have been granted a private remarkable and unexpected reply came. “The Pope asked
audience at the same time, and when the Holy Father makes me to hear his confession,” choked the beggar, the man
his way toward you, his secretary hands him a blessed continued, “I told him, ‘Your Holiness, look at me. I am a
rosary, and the Pope in turn hands it to you. At this point, beggar. I am not a priest.’ The Pope looked at me and said,
one would probably kiss the Pope’s ring and say something ‘My son, once a priest always a priest, and who among us is
heartfelt for a second when Pope John Paul II approached, not a beggar. I too come before the Lord as a beggar asking
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PARISH CALENDAR
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., DEC 24

VIGIL OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
10:45 pm Adult Choir Practice—Church
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

Vigil: Is 62: 1-5/ Ps
89: 4-5. 16-17. 27. 29
(2a)/ Acts 13:16-17.
22-25/ Mt 1:1-25.
Midnight: Is 9:1-6/ Ps
96: 1-2. 2-3. 11-12.
13/ Ti 2:11-14/ Lk 2:
1-14. Dawn: Is 62: 1112/ Ps97: 1. 6. 11-12/
Ti 3: 4-7/ Lk 2: 15-20.
Day: Is 52: 7-10/ Ps
98:1.2-3. 3-4. 5-6 (3c)/
Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18

Christmas Eve: Saturday, December 24
5:00 pm Vigil Mass :  Nicholas and 
Florence Hnidzor
[Donna Hnizdor]
Midnight Mass: INT: Fr. Bosco
[St. Mary’s Altar Society]

Christmas Morning, Sunday, December 25
10:00 am Mass: For the People

MON., DEC. 26

St. Stephen (feast)
No
Mass Today in Manchester
Acts 6:8-10; 7:5459/Ps 31:3cd-4.6, 8ab. Parish Office will be Closed
16bc, 17 /Mt 10:17-22 7:00 pm Evangelization Team Meeting—FFH
TUES., DEC. 27 St. John (feast)
1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2.5- 8:30 am Mass:  Larry Becktel
6.11-12/Jn 20:1a, 2-8
[Gina Lentz]
WED., DEC. 28
1Jn 1:5-2:2/ Ps 124:23.4-5.7b-8/ Mt 2:3-18

Holy Innocents (feast)
8:30 am Mass:  Ed Haller
[Pete and Inge Roncoli]

THUR., DEC. 29 Christmas Weekday/ St. Thomas Becket (opt. mem.)
8:30 am Mass:  Larry Becktel
[Daniel and Debbie Burch]

1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:12a.2b-3.5b-6/Lk
2:22-35

FRI., DEC. 30
Sir 3:2-6.1-14 or Col
3:12-21/Ps 128:1-2.3.45/Mt 2:13-15.19-23

Holy Family (feast)
8:30 am Mass: INT: Mary McKenzie
[Noreen Burnett]

SAT., DEC. 31

Christmas Weekday /Sylvester I (opt. mem.)

1Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:12.11-12.13/Jn 1:1-18

3:30-4:00 pm Confession
4:00-5:00 pm Adoration
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Rodney Alan Hnidzor
[Donna Hnizdor]

SUN., JAN. 1

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD

Nm 6: 22-27/ Ps 67: 2- 8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: For the People
3. 5. 6. 8 (2a)/ Gal 4:
10:00-10:15 am Confession
4-7/ Lk 2:16-21
10:30 am Mass: Rita O’Dowd
[Noreen Burnett]
I would like to thank the Prayer Tree
and the entire church family for all the
prayers while my husband, Jim, was
recovering from his accident. He is on
the road to recovery.
Many thanks, Ella Landini

This Week We’re Praying for:
Andrew Bonkowski
Pat Holly
For the repose of the soul of:
Linda Roehm Young

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI

FR. BOSCO’S ARTICLE FROM PAGE 1, continued:

for forgiveness of my sins.’ I told him I was not in good standing
with the Church, and he assured me that as the Bishop of Rome
he could reinstate me right then and there.”
The man said that it had been so long since he had heard a
confession that the Pope helped him through the words of
absolution. “But after I heard his confession, I asked him to hear
mine.” The final words spoken by Pope John Paul II to this
prodigal son came in the form of a commission. The Holy Father
gave the newly-reconciled priest his first assignment: to go and
minister to the homeless and the beggars on the steps of the very
church from where he just came. And so, my dear friends my
Christmas message for you at this Mass is to share with you this
one gift that we Catholics have… the gift of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. Remember what John Paul II said to the beggar
priest, “I too come before the Lord as a beggar asking for
forgiveness of my sins.” The Pope bowed before the beggar in
humility with full awareness of his own sinfulness.
Some hearing this homily may not have gone to confession
for a long time. Some of you may be thinking “why don’t I ask
forgiveness straight to God, why should I go to a priest?” Or we
may have serious doubts about the need for this sacrament. Look
at the life of John the Baptist. There was a time when there was
no doubt in John’s mind that Jesus was the Messiah. But when
he was thrown into the prison, he began to doubt. So from prison
he sent his disciples to Jesus with the questions, “Are you the one
who is to come or should we look for another?” John’s doubts
worked against his faith and caused him to question the person
and work of Jesus. In that dark moment of his life he sent his
disciples to Jesus with a question, “are you the one who is to
come or should we look for another?” Instead of wondering and
worrying there in prison he did the right thing; John turned to the
Lord for an answer. That is where true help will be found in
times of doubt. There are times when we all experience doubts
and fears. We find ourselves in a situation we cannot change. We
find ourselves with a problem we cannot solve. We find
ourselves in a prison from which we cannot escape. There are
some situations where we seriously have doubts about our faith
life. During those times of doubt and fear we must come to the
place where we simply can trust the Lord. Come before the table
of the Lord as one family to offer the Eucharist. If it is a serious
sin that weighs us down, let us approach the confessional before
the mercy of God.
Remember the words of the Lord, “the Harvest is plentiful
but laborers are few.” All the baptized are called to be harvesters.
Each one of us can reach a corner of the harvest field that is
accessible to no one else. These include our family, our
neighbors, our work colleagues and others who come into our
lives. You and I may be the only person who brings Jesus with
C O N T I N U E D

NEED HELP?
ALTERNATIVES TO
ABORTION:

Right-to-Life MI Hotline
1-800-57WOMAN
Or visit www.optionline.org

NEED HELP? “AA” group
meets Friday & Sunday nights
at 7:00 pm in the Emanuel
church kitchen.

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic
(endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support
group for those struggling with same sex
attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a separate
support group for families and friends.
Call 517-342-2596
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NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL

(post-abortion reconciliation and
healing) Call the confidential
phone line:
517-993-0231 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI
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His healing through our sympathy and support in their lives. We are called to reach out to all
people who are on the fringes of society, whom we neglect, ignore, despise, reject, avoid. We
are called to heal the sick: by our sympathy and support, which can often do more than any
medical treatment. We are called to raise the dead: perhaps not literally; but there are many
who are intellectually, emotionally and socially dead. They are physically alive but they have
stopped living meaningful lives. We can help them to find life again. We are called to cast
out devils: that is to help people liberate themselves from the demons of fear, anger, hatred,
violence; from drugs, alcohol and abuse of any kind. There are so many people who need to
hear and to experience the message of Christmas through your action. God bless you. 
P A R I S H

Christmas Decorations
Please take home any poinsettias that you
have sponsored on Monday, December
26th so that you may enjoy them at
home. Fr. Bosco would also like to
express his sincere gratitude to all of
those individuals who volunteered their
time and talent to decorate our church for
Christmas. You did an amazing job!!!
Plan Your Schedule Now
Lectors, Altar Servers, Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy Communion &
Ushers: If there are any times in
February or March that you cannot serve,
please call Marja no later than Sunday,
Jan. 1, 2017 at 428-9506. Remember
that Lent begins on Ash Wednesday,
March 1, 2017, with an 8:30am Mass
and a 7:00pm Mass.
End-of-Year Donations
The IRS deadline is fast approaching for
receiving the 2016 tax advantages of
your contributions to St. Mary Church.
Please consider the benefits of making an
end-of-the-year, tax-deductible donation
to the parish. We will be sending out
contribution letters in January for your
tax records. Please make sure any
donations for the tax year 2016 are
postmarked or delivered to the parish
office by December 31st.
Special Holy Hour: December 31st
On Sat, Dec. 31st – the Vigil of the

N E W S

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of
God – from 4:00-5:00 pm, we are invited
and encouraged to gather together for an
Hour of Prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament: to thank our Lord for the
blessings of the year past and to invoke
God’s blessings on the year to come.
Altar Flowers
A reminder that we have the opportunity
each weekend to sponsor the flowers on
the Altar. There is a minimum donation
of $30, and the flowers can be in
memory of a loved one, for the intentions
of or to honor someone, or for a special
occasion. There is a sign-up sheet in the
main vestibule. Or contact the parish
office for more information.
Family Faith Day
The next Family Faith Day is Sunday,
January 8th following 10:30 Mass in
the Father Fisher Hall. The theme is
Epiphany. Amazing Greys will have a
cookie decorating table. The Knights of
Columbus will have a Wiseman Obstacle
Course. Religious Education will
pres ent The Ot her Wi s e man .
Evangelization will host a table for
making prayer cards for gloves and socks
for parolees and the homeless for the
Faith in Flint initiative. There will also
be a box in the vestibule for donations of
new socks and gloves of any size that
will be sent to Flint. This event is open to
ALL parishioners. Please join us!!

A R E A
N E W S
His Eye is on the Sparrow needs Direct Care Staff for our Dexter and Saline homes. Full-time
opening: Midnights (with benefits). Part-time: evenings and weekends. We provide supported
living for people with developmental disabilities in community neighborhoods. See
hiseyeisonthesparrow.org to apply. Or call Carol Magill 734-426-5139.
St. Francis of Assisi will be hosting a bereavement workshop, entitled "Grieving with Great
Hope" January 13-14th. For more information, contact Kelly Hernandez at (734)821-2122.
For more news and events in area parishes, please visit our website: stmarymanchester.org
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Sanctuary
Lamps
are burning this week for:
1) Happy 75th Birthday
Gerald Shaw (Dec 26th)
(Mary Shaw)
2)  Christine Marie
Hessling
(The Hessling Family)

Parish Family Birthdays
Dec 24.......... Leocadia Wallison
Dec 24.......... Randy Belue
Dec 25.......... Brandon Woods
Dec 26.......... Gerald Shaw
Dec 26.......... Stan Gilbert
Dec 27 .......... Denise Dresch
Dec 27 .......... Michael Coltre
Dec 27 .......... Peter V. Cocco
Dec 28.......... Madigan Flaherty
Dec 28.......... Peter Nashif
Dec 29.......... Peter J. Cocco
Dec 30 ......... Joyce Stein
Dec 30 ......... Maryjean Schmitt
Dec 31........... Marguerite Dahl
Dec 31........... Mary Shaw

St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY COLLECTION
Sunday, December 11, 2016
Sunday Envelopes ...........$2,405.00
Loose Cash & Checks ........$383.00
Welcome Envelopes ...........$195.00
eGiving...............................$921.88
Immaculate Conception .....$865.00
Solemnity of Mary................$10.00
Weekly toward budget.....$4,779.88
Weekly goal.....................$5,300.00
Amt. BELOW goal..............$520.12
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Building and Maintenance .$254.70
Retired Religious................$575.00
Poor Box ..............................$29.16
Votive Candle Receipts ........$68.00

Donate Online
You may now make your
weekly stewardship donation
online via “my Eoffering.”
To use this service, look for
the green ‘Donate Now’
button to create an account.
Call the Parish Office with
any questions 734-428-8811.

