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Trust in the Lord at all Times

BY FR. BOSCO PADAMATTUMMAL
hildren are great. A kindergarten teacher told her average person held to the popular theology which says that
class the Christmas story of the Shepherds and the the Messiah was expected to drop suddenly from the skies,
Three Wise Men. At the end she asked them, “Now tell me, full-grown in all his divine regalia and power. His landing
who was the first to know about the birth of Jesus?” A little place, of course, was none other than the Temple Mount.
girl shoots up her hand and answers, “Mary.” Of course, Now you can understand why Satan tempted Jesus by
Mary. How could anyone miss that. But adults miss that proposing that He jump down from the pinnacle of the
because adults tend to expect more complicated answers. temple.
The child’s answer is so simple and obvious that we miss it!
The Jews found it hard to reconcile these expectations
We have this tendency to associate God with the with the reality of this man, Jesus, whom they knew to be
phenomenal and the spectacular, such as the host of angels born and raised in their midst. “We know where this man is
or the guiding star, so much so that we fail to notice God’s from; but when the Messiah comes, no one will know where
presence and action in the ordinary and normal things of he is from” (John 7:27). They found the ordinary ways of
life, such as in pregnancy and birth. This child’s inspired God’s coming, God’s presence and God’s action among His
answer reminds us to take a second look at the “ordinary people too simple to be true. Like the Jews of old we also
things of life” that we take so much for granted and see wait for the coming of God among us, for our Immanuel
God’s hand in them.
(God with us). Maybe we should take a moment and ask
Our Gospel today begins with a seemingly casual ourselves, how do we expect God to come among us? How
statement: “Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in does God work among us? This is necessary because
this way …” (Matthew 1:18). But for the average Jew of sometimes the problem is not that God is not with us, the
Jesus’ times this statement would be a shock. Why? The problem rather is that we do not recognize the ways of
popular Jewish belief in those days did not expect the God’s presence and action among us. We are often a lot like
Messiah to be born of a woman as a normal, suckling baby. Jacob in Bethel who awoke from his sleep and exclaimed,
Although the scribes and scholars were aware of the “So the LORD is in this place – and I did not know
prophecy that the Messiah would come from Bethlehem, the it!” (Genesis 28:16).
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The Altar Society, with the help of the Walz family, baked dozens of pretzels for the bake sale during Christmas in the Village on December 3rd. They were sold out
within 3 hours. On December 4th, the Amazing Greys enjoyed an Advent Candlelight Prayer Service and dinner in the Fr. Fisher Hall.
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FR. BOSCO’S ARTICLE FROM PAGE 1, continued:

PARISH CALENDAR
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., DEC. 17

Advent Weekday (O Sapientia)

Gn 49:2.8-10/ Ps 72:12.3-4ab.7-8.17/ Mt
1:1-17

3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: William Boyd
[The Boyd Family]

SUN., DEC. 18

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT (O Adonai)

Is 7: 10-14/ Ps 24: 1-2.
3-4. 5-6 (7c. 10b)/
Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24

8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: For the People
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: Joseph and Helen Germek
[Martin and Kathy Brogley]
Advent Weekday (O Radix Jesse )
12:10 pm Mass: Ed Haller
[Janet and Bill Shurtliff]
3:30-5:00 pm Religious Ed Grades 1-8 meet at PC
Advent Weekday (O Clavis David )
8:30 am Mass:  Douglas Muldoon, Father of
Tina Doyle
[Patrick and Barbara Doyle]
Advent Weekday (O Oriens)/St. Peter Canisius (opt mem)
8:30 am Mass:  Larry Becktel
[Daniel and Debbie Burch]
5:45 pm Children’s Choir Practice—Church
7:00 pm Adult Choir Practice—Church
Advent Weekday (O Rex Gentium)
8:30 am Mass:  Deceased Members of the Coval
Family
[Russ and Bernita Auito
7:00-8:00 pm Confession
Advent Weekday (O Emmanuel)/St. John of Kanty
8:30 am Mass: Rosario Pagan
[Aileen Rohwer]
7:00-8:00 pm Confession
VIGIL OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
10:45 pm Adult Choir Practice—Church
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

MON., DEC. 19
Jgs 13: 2-7. 24-25a/ Ps
71: 3-4a. 5-6ab. 16-17/
Lk 1: 5-25

TUES., DEC. 20
Is 7: 10-14/ Ps 24: 1-2.
3-4ab. 5-6/ Lk 1:26-38

WED., DEC. 21
Sg 2: 8-14 or Zep 3:
14-18a/ Ps 33: 2-3. 1112. 20-21/ Lk 1: 39-45

THUR., DEC. 22
1 Sm 1: 24-28/ 1 Sm
2: 1. 4-5. 6-7. 8abcd/
Lk 1: 46-56

FRI., DEC. 23
Mal 3: 1-4. 23-24/ Ps
25: 4-5ab. 8-9. 10 and
14/ Lk 1: 57-66

SAT., DEC 24

Vigil: Is 62: 1-5/ Ps
89: 4-5. 16-17. 27. 29
(2a)/ Acts 13:16-17.
22-25/ Mt 1:1-25.
Midnight: Is 9:1-6/ Ps
96: 1-2. 2-3. 11-12.
13/ Ti 2:11-14/ Lk 2:
1-14. Dawn: Is 62: 1112/ Ps97: 1. 6. 11-12/
Ti 3: 4-7/ Lk 2: 15-20.
Day: Is 52: 7-10/ Ps
98:1.2-3. 3-4. 5-6 (3c)/
Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18

Christmas Eve: Saturday, December 24
5:00 pm Vigil Mass :  Nicholas and 
Florence Hnidzor
[Donna Hnizdor]
Midnight Mass: INT: Fr. Bosco
[St. Mary’s Altar Society]

Christmas Morning, Sunday, December 25
10:00 am Mass: For the People

This Week We’re Praying for:
Fulburt Ramde
Paul Randall
Are you in need of prayer? Add
your intention to the Prayer Tree by
emailing
Shirley at randskrz@aol.com or
Susan at sfielder@umich.edu

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI

The coming of the long awaited Messiah, the Light of the
World, the King of the Jews and the Desire of the Nations, not
through clouds and lightning but through the nine-month
pregnancy of a country girl, through thirty years of the normal
human process of infancy, adolescence and adulthood, reminds
us that God comes in ordinary, normal, daily circumstances of
life. God comes to us in the people we see around us being born,
growing up, ageing and dying. It is often hardest to see God in
the people who are familiar to us, not to talk of in our own very
selves. But if we see the incarnation of the Son of God as a
bridge between heaven and earth, between the divine and the
human, between the order of grace and the order of nature,
between the sacred and the profane, maybe we will begin to
discern the presence and action of God more and more in our
daily lives.
A Nigerian proverb says, “Listen, and you will hear the
footsteps of the ants.” Today we are challenged to listen and hear
the footsteps of God who comes into our lives in ordinary ways,
through ordinary people and at ordinary moments of our lives.
No need to look up to the mountain top or the depths of the
ocean, for “In Him we live and move and have our being.” (Acts
17:28). Whatever storms you may be going through this Advent
and Christmas time remember ‘Immanuel’ – God is with you.
And when we are convinced of ‘Immanuel,’ God with us, we
have the strength and confidence to face the trials of life as well
as the focus to celebrate the joys of life too. 
A R E A
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The Diocese of Lansing is hiring a full-time Administrative
Assistant for the Department of Vocations. For more info and to
apply, visit www.dioceseoflansing.org/employment.
His Eye is on the Sparrow needs Direct Care Staff for our Dexter
and Saline homes. Full-time opening: Midnights (with benefits).
Part-time: evenings and weekends. We provide caring supported
living for individuals with developmental disabilities in community
neighborhoods. See website hiseyeisonthesparrow.org for more
information and application. Or call Carol Magill 734-426-5139
St. Francis of Assisi will be hosting a bereavement workshop,
entitled "Grieving with Great Hope" January 13-14th. For more
information, contact Kelly Hernandez at (734)821-2122.
The Called and Gifted Workshop will teach participants about the
charisms given to you by the Holy Spirit at Baptism and start you on
a process of lifelong discernment. The workshop is offered at the
following locations:
January 27-28 – Immaculate Heart of Mary, Lansing
February 3-4 - St John the Evangelist, Jackson
February 10-11 - St Thomas the Apostle, Ann Arbor
See http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/evangelization-lay-formation
for specific details and for more information.

For more news, including events in parishes throughout the area, please visit our website: stmarymanchester.org
NEED HELP?
ALTERNATIVES TO
ABORTION:
Right-to-Life MI Hotline
1-800-57WOMAN
Or visit www.optionline.org

NEED HELP? “AA” group
meets Friday & Sunday nights
at 7:00 pm in the Emanuel
church kitchen.

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic
(endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support
group for those struggling with same sex
attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a separate
support group for families and friends.
Call 517-342-2596

NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL

(post-abortion reconciliation and
healing) Call the confidential
phone line:
517-993-0231 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI
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Advent Giving Tree
We have been asked to make donations
of arts and crafts supplies. A large box is
in the vestibule marked “St. Louis
Center” in which you may place your
gifts. Today is the last day to bring in
your gifts.
Mass Schedule for Christmas
The whole world is about to begin
celebrating the blessed event when our
dear Lord, Jesus, God Himself, entered
the world out of love for us. Come
celebrate this holy night at St. Mary’s.
There will be three Christmas Masses: 1)
on Christmas Eve there will be a Vigil
Mass at 5:00 pm; then 2) Midnight Mass
at midnight; and finally 3) a Christmas
morning Mass at 10:00 am. No matter
which Mass you come to, be sure to
arrive early. Each and every Mass will be
beautiful, a special opportunity to enter
into the deep joy God offers through the
Holy Mass and through His love for us in
the incarnation of God.
Parish Office Hours
Please note; The parish office will be
closed on Monday, December 26th.
Give the Gift of Sound
If you or your family members have
hearing aids that you no longer need,
they might be useful for someone in
need. There is now a box on the shelf in
the entryway of the church to collect
your unwanted devices.
Plan Your Schedule Now
Lectors, Altar Servers, Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy Communion &
Ushers: If there are any times in
February or March that you cannot serve,
please call Marja no later than Sunday,
Jan. 1, 2017 at 428-9506.. Remember
that Lent begins on Ash Wednesday,
March 1, 2017, with an 8:30am Mass
and a 7:00pm Mass.
End-of-Year Donations
The IRS deadline is fast approaching for
receiving the 2016 tax advantages of
your contributions to St. Mary Church.
Please consider the benefits of making an
end-of-the-year, tax-deductible donation
to the parish. We will be sending out
contribution letters in January for your
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tax records. Please make sure any
donations for the tax year 2016 are
postmarked or delivered to the parish
office by December 31st.
Notable Birthdays
Dear Church Family, three Important
Birthdays are coming up: Our Dear
Lord’s Birthday, and two special ladies’
birthdays. On Christmas Eve, Dcn.
Dennis Walters’ mother-in-law will be
99 years old. And on January 7th,
Epiphany weekend, his mother will turn
100. Please send a birthday card to each
of these special ladies so they know we
are thinking of and praying for them!
Mrs. Francis M. Walters, 183 Cantrell
Road, Cleveland, GA 31528-6915
Mrs. Leocadia Wallison, 1016 Miner
Street, Ann Arbor, MI 48103
Special Holy Hour: December 31st
On Sat, Dec. 31st – the Vigil of the
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of
God – from 4:00-5:00 pm, we are invited
and encouraged to gather together for an
Hour of Prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament: to thank our Lord for the
blessings of the year past and to invoke
God’s blessings on the year to come.
Altar Flowers
A reminder that we have the opportunity
each weekend to sponsor the flowers on
the Altar. There is a minimum donation
of $30, and the flowers can be in
memory of a loved one, for the intentions
of or to honor someone, or for a special
occasion. There is a sign-up sheet in the
main vestibule. Or contact the parish
office for more information.
Sanctuary Lamps
Sanctuary Lamps are the special candles
which burn in every Roman Catholic
Church to remind us of the Real Presence
of Jesus present in the Tabernacle on the
Altar. Your prayer intentions can be
added to the light of the candle to be
brought to our Lord in the Blessed
Sacrament. The prayer intentions for the
Sanctuary Lamps are for one week, from
Saturday to Saturday. Cards to send are
also available. Contact the parish office
if you are interested. The customary
donation is $12.

Sanctuary
Lamps
are burning this week for:
1)  Wanda Antieau
(Her Sister, Clara Scheurman)
2)  Thomas Roncoli
(Peter and Inge Roncoli)

Parish Family Birthdays
Dec 17 ........... Nancy Cocco
Dec 20 ......... Natalie Bargardi
Dec 21........... Mikayla Ball
Dec 24.......... Leocadia Wallison
Dec 24.......... Randy Belue
Dec 25.......... Brandon Woods

St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY COLLECTION
Sunday, December 4, 2016
Sunday Envelopes ........... $5,660.60
Loose Cash & Checks .......... $83.00
Welcome Envelopes.............. $35.00
eGiving ............................... $171.58
All Saints’...............................$5.00
All Souls’ ................................$1.00
Immaculate Conception........ $50.00
Christmas Décor .................. $50.00
Christmas ............................. $60.00
Solemnity of Mary ................ $35.00
Weekly toward budget ..... $6,151.18
Weekly goal ..................... $5,300.00
Amt. ABOVE goal .............. $851.18
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Building and Maintenance . $493.60
Retired Religious .................. $25.00
Campaign Human Dev. ........ $31.00
Poor Box .............................. $19.01
Votive Candle Receipts......... $69.00

Donate Online
You may now make your
weekly stewardship donation
online via “my Eoffering.”
To use this service, look for
the green ‘Donate Now’
button to create an account.
Call the Parish Office with
any questions 734-428-8811.

