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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT • DECEMBER 4, 2016

Into the Desert

BY DEACON DENNIS WALTERS
y father loved the California desert. When I was who will baptize in the Holy Spirit and fire.
around twelve, he tried to buy property there. He
It’s also worth noting that, to get to the Jordan, people
found little satisfaction working in the city, frequently coming to John would have had to walk about twenty miles
getting laid off, and drinking was becoming a problem. But into the desert. These, for the most part, were faithful Jews
after he retired, he finally bought some cheap acreage in the who were seeking something — the Messiah, perhaps; and
Mojave, and with my mother’s reluctant approval, moved to them, John’s message of repentance meant “Get ready,
everything out there.
something really good is near!” To the Pharisees and
My sister-in-law once said that the desert saved him. Sadducees going through the motions of repentance, John’s
Perhaps. Things get basic in the desert; you have to keep in message is, “Prove by your behavior that you’re getting
mind why you’re there. Certainly, the desert gave him a ready for the kingdom’s arrival!”
purpose in life: he built a comfortable compound for himself
That word “repent” bothers us. It means a change of
and Mom, learned to pull fresh water into a place miles mind or heart, something internal. But it also means a
from the nearest town, and found ways to help others who change of direction, such as the way we live life. What
lived out there. Plus, his faith became strong; that’s what bothers many of us is that we may not think repentance is
really saved him.
necessary. We’re good and faithful people, we’ve kept the
In today’s Gospel, Matthew describes John the Baptist commandments, we haven’t done anything wrong. What’s
announcing, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at to repent of?
hand.” This happens in the Judean desert, where God had
That’s a negative view of repentance — good as far as
molded a band of ex-slaves over forty years into a Chosen it goes, but it’s only one sided. The flip side is more
People. It’s worth noting where on the Jordan River near the positive.
Dead Sea John was baptizing, and how Matthew describes
To quote John the Baptist literally: “Repent, for the
John’s appearance. First, the Jordan wasn’t just a river. The kingdom of heaven is at hand!” In Jesus’ day, the word
Jordan was where the Exodus from Egypt ended, where the heaven was often used as a euphemism for the name of
Israelites crossed from
God, a name that pious
the desert into the
Jews wouldn’t utter
promised land, and
directly. As for the
where Elijah the
kingdom, Jews of that
prophet gave his mantle
era were expecting a
to a greater prophet
Messiah who would
(Elisha) before being
restore the kingdom of
assumed into heaven.
David. Announcing the
Second, that John even
kingdom of God was a
looks like Elijah is
new twist. But Jesus,
important because he
who is a Son of David
baptizes in the spirit
is also Son of God, and
and power of Elijah,
He inaugurates the
but cedes his role to a
kingdom of God.
of the St. Mary’s Youth Group enjoyed an evening of prayer, Adoration and Mass at the
greater prophet (Jesus) Members
Pious Union in Grass Lake led by Fr. Satheesh, Sr. Ann and Monica Kominars. The event ended
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with a lock-in at the Parish Center.
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DEACON DENNIS’ ARTICLE FROM PAGE 1, continued:

PARISH CALENDAR
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., DEC. 3

FIRST SATURDAY/St. Francis Xavier (memorial)

Is 30: 19-21. 23-26/ Ps
147: 1-2. 3-4. 5-6/ Mt
9: 35 – 10: 1. 5a. 6-8

8:30 am Mass: Rose Piatkoski
[Geraldine Bonkowski]
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Camilla Gates
[Her Sister-in-Law, Alice Kidd]

SUN., DEC. 4

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Is 11: 1-10/ Ps 72: 1-2.
7-8. 12-13. 17/ Rom
15: 4-9/ Mt 3: 1-12

8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: Del Maloney
[The Maloney Family]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: For the People
11:30 am Advent Family Faith Day —FFH
5:00 pm Amazing Greys Advent Service—FFH

MON., DEC. 5

Advent Weekday

Is 35: 1-10/ Ps 85: 9ab
and 10. 11-12. 13-14/
Lk 5: 17-26

12:10 pm Mass: INT: Mary McKenzie
[Noreen Burnett]
3:30-5:00 pm Religious Ed Grades 1-8 meet at PC

TUES., DEC. 6

Advent Weekday/St. Nicholas (opt. mem.)

Is 40: 1-11/ Ps 96: 1-2.
3 and 10ac. 11-12. 13/
Mt 18: 12-14

8:30 am Mass: Douglas Muldoon
[Frank and Cindy Remski and Family]
4:00 pm Staff Meeting—FFH
7:00 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting—FFH

WED., DEC. 7

St. Ambrose (memorial)

Is 40: 25-31/ Ps 103:
1-2. 3-4. 8 and 10/ Mt
11: 28-30

7:00 pm Vigil Mass:  Rita O’Dowd
[Noreen Burnett]

THUR., DEC. 8

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF BVM

Gn 3: 9-15. 20/ Ps 98:
1. 2-3ab. 3cd-4/ Eph 1:
3-6. 11-12/ Lk 1:26-38

8:30 am Mass: Dorothy Van Beylen
[Bill and Sandi Kwolek and Family]
7:00 pm Mass: For the People

FRI., DEC. 9

Advent Weekday/St. Juan Diego (opt. mem.)

What is this kingdom? It’s not heaven in the sense of the place
where good people go when they die. The Israelite hope was that
God would personally rule as king here on earth, and that’s exactly
what John and Jesus meant by the kingdom of God.
But for that kingdom to materialize for us, we need to
readjust our expectations, and along with them, our behavior.
The Ten Commandments provide a basic structure for guiding
our actions. Some people complain that these commandments
are mostly negative, things we can’t do, which seems restrictive
and confining. But viewed positively, the commandments free us
to practice the virtues required in the kingdom of God. So:
The first commandment frees us for love of God. The second
promotes an appropriate fear of the Lord, veneration of his
Name. The third, hunger and thirst for holiness. The fourth, piety,
respect for authority. The fifth, love of neighbor (including
enemies). The sixth, chastity, purity of heart, sexual integrity.
The seventh, temperance. The eighth: honesty, love of truth. The
ninth and tenth: self-control in both material and sexual matters.
Virtues like these are basic. They free us to enter the
kingdom of God, illustrated by Isaiah’s view of paradise in our
first reading. Unfortunately, the world believes moral rules
confine and bind. And, because we’re infected with its point of
view, we need to get out to an environment where real
repentance is possible.
That’s why people walked twenty miles into the desert.
There they could pray with the psalmist, “O God, … my flesh
faints for you as in a dry and weary land where no water is” (Ps.
63:1). It’s where the prophet Hosea says that God woos His
reluctant bride: “Behold, I will allure her and bring her into the
wilderness, and speak tenderly to her” (Hos. 2:14).
That’s ultimately why my father moved out to the desert, and
my mother followed him. In the desert, things get basic: you
focus on why you’re there. Dad loved the desert because there he
met God. Repentance starts with a desire to go out to where God
is. You may never get out to a real desert like the Mojave, but
this Advent presents an opportunity for you to find your own
deserted places of the heart, where God can court you and you
can say Yes.
Something really good is coming. Prepare for it. Repent
positively. 

8:30 am Mass: Franklin Shurtliff
Is 48: 17-19/ Ps 1: 1-2.
[Janet and Bill Shurtliff]
3. 4 and 6/ Mt 11:16-19
SAT., DEC. 10
Sir 48:1-4. 9-11/ Ps
80:2ac and 3b.15-16.
18-19/ Mt 17: 9a.10-13

Advent Weekday

3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the People

SUN., DEC. 11

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Is 35: 1-6a.10/ Ps 146:
6-7. 8-9. 9-10/ Jas 5:
7-10/ Mt 11: 2-11

8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: INT: Mary McKenzie
[Noreen Burnett]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: Joseph

Germek

Coffee Hour after
[Martin and Kathy Brogley]
each Mass today
11:30 am Youth Group—PC
12:00 pm First Holy Communion Class—PC

This Week We’re Praying for:
Barb Madaj
Anna Muldoon

The Repose of the Soul of:
Dorothy Van Beylen

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI

To each and every one of you, my parishioners I extend
a sincere thanks for your great generosity. I could never
have imagined that you would give me the gift of
airfare to India. I will keep you all in my prayers
throughout my trip. -Fr. Bosco

For more news, including events in parishes throughout the area, please visit our website: stmarymanchester.org
NEED HELP?
ALTERNATIVES TO
ABORTION:

Right-to-Life MI Hotline
1-800-57WOMAN
Or visit www.optionline.org

NEED HELP? “AA” group
meets Friday & Sunday nights
at 7:00 pm in the Emanuel
church kitchen.

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic
(endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support
group for those struggling with same sex
attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a separate
support group for families and friends.
Call 517-342-2596

NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL

(post-abortion reconciliation and
healing) Call the confidential
phone line:
517-993-0231 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI

P A R I S H

Advent Opportunities
Advent is already in its second week!
Here are some Advent items to note:
Christmas Decorations: You have
the opportunity to purchase poinsettias to
honor your loved ones during the
Christmas Masses. Each poinsettia will
be labeled with the name(s) of your
loved one(s). The cost is $14.00 each and
order forms are in the vestibule. The
deadline for ordering is Dec 16th. Make
checks payable to The Flower Garden.
Giving Tree: We have been asked to
make donations of arts and crafts
supplies. A large box is in the vestibule
marked “St. Louis Center” in which you
may place your gifts. We will take gifts
through the Fourth Sunday of Advent.
Advent Prayer Service: The
Amazing Greys senior group will be
gathering today, Sunday, December 4th
for their annual Advent Candlelight
Dinner and Prayer Service. If you have
reserved your spot, remember that
festivities begin at 5pm.
Area Advent Penance Services:
An important part of preparing to receive
Jesus at Christmas is preparing your soul
through Confession. Advent Penance
Services will be held in the area next
week at 7:00pm each evening:
Mon, Dec. 12th - St. Andrew's (Saline);
Tues, Dec. 13th - St. Joseph (Dexter);
Wed, Dec. 14th - St. Mary (Chelsea);
Thurs, Dec. 15th - St. Mary (Manchester).
These services include Scripture
readings, a homily, an examination of
conscience and individual confessions.
A R E A
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Family Faith Day
Today, December 4th, the second of the
monthly Family Faith Days will be held
in the Fr. Fisher Hall. Please join us to
learn more about Advent immediately
following 10:30 am Mass.
A Holy Day of Obligation
“O Queen, conceived without original sin,
pray for us who have recourse to thee.”
We celebrate the foundation of all
Mary’s graces on the Solemnity of The
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary this Thurs., Dec. 8th. This
is such an important celebration that it is
considered a Holy Day of Obligation.
Masses for the Holy Day will be at
8:30am and 7:00pm. A vigil Mass will be
offered on Wed., Dec. 7th at 7:00pm.
End-of-Year Donations
The IRS deadline is fast approaching for
receiving the 2016 tax advantages of
your contributions to St. Mary Church.
Please consider the benefits of making an
end-of-the-year, tax-deductible donation
to the parish. We will be sending out
contribution letters in January for your
tax records. Please make sure any
donations for the tax year 2016 are
postmarked or delivered to the parish
office by December 31st.
Give the Gift of Sound
If you or your family members have
hearing aids that you no longer need,
they might be useful for someone in
need. There is now a box on the shelf in
the entryway of the church to collect
your unwanted devices.

December 4, 2016

p. 3

Sanctuary
Lamps
are burning this week for:
1) Repose of the Soul of
 Wanda Antieau
(Her sister, Clara Scheurman)
2) Repose of the Soul of
 Dorothy Van Beylen
Mother of Sandi Kwolek
(St. Mary’s Altar Society)

Parish Family Birthdays

Dec 3 ............ Douglas Scaglione
Dec 3 ............ Geraldine Bonkowski
Dec 5 ............ Lynn Miller
Dec 5 ............ Mark Ball
Dec 7 ............ Eden Bourland
Dec 7 ............ Mary Ann Gilbert
Dec 7 ............ Peter Roncoli
Dec 11............ Jan Little

St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY COLLECTION
Sunday, November 20, 2016
Sunday Envelopes ...........$3,109.60
Loose Cash & Checks ........$238.75
Welcome Envelopes .............$52.00
eGiving ...........................$1,101.48
Kids’ Envelopes .....................$1.86
Christmas Décor ..................$86.00
Weekly toward budget.....$4,589.69
Weekly goal.....................$5,300.00
Amt. BELOW goal..............$710.31
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Building and Maintenance ...$40.00
Campaign Human Dev.......$294.00
Poor Box..............................$10.82
Votive Candle Receipts ........$37.10

N E W S

Advent Joy: God is Visiting His People will be offered Saturday, December 10th by Tony Sperendi at the St. Francis Retreat
Center in DeWitt. This all day retreat includes Mass and lunch for $30. For info or registration call 517-669-8321.
St. Francis of Assisi Church in Ann Arbor will be hosting a bereavement workshop, entitled "Grieving with Great Hope" on
Friday evening, January 13th -Saturday, January 14th. This is a prayerful and practical grief support workshop offered for
anyone mourning the loss of a loved one. Presenters are John and Sandy O'Shaughnessy from Good Mourning Ministry, a
Catholic bereavement organization. For more information, contact Kelly Hernandez at (734) 821-2122 or
khernandez@stfrancisa2.org.
Fatima - 100 Year Anniversary Pilgrimage – Join Fr. Gordon P. Reigle, Pastor of St. Robert/Good Shepherd Parishes on a
pilgrimage through Spain and Portugal. Visiting Fatima, Garabandal, Santiago de Compostela and Santarem on April 24th to
May 2, 2017; cost $3439.00. For details contact Suzanne Krisak at 248-931-0194 or skrisak@peoplepc.com
Real Life Catholic Pilgrimage: Chris Stefanick of Real Life Catholic will be leading a pilgrimage to the Holy Land in June 1020, 2017. Space is limited so register now by going to: http://bit.ly/2aYXgBM

