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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT • NOVEMBER 27, 2016

Are you ready to meet Jesus?

BY FR. BOSCO PADAMATTUMMAL
NEW YEAR in the Church’s calendar begins help us prepare for this final coming.
today. This period is appropriately called
We really need this warning. On the one hand, we do
“Advent.” It comes from the Latin word adventus which not like to think too much about how or when we will leave
simply means ‘coming.’ But whose coming are we talking this world. But it is a fact. It is the one future fact of our
about? Obviously we are beginning to prepare to remember lives of which we can be absolutely certain. Many of us are
God coming to be a human
like the people mentioned in today’s
being among us, with us and like
Gospel: “Before the flood they were
us. And yet, although the
eating and drinking, marrying and
Scripture for today does speak of
giving in marriage, until the day
the coming of God, it makes no
Noah entered the ark, and they knew
mention of the coming of Christ
nothing till the flood came and swept
at Christmas.
them all away…” These people
Actually, at this time we can
were doing very ordinary
speak of three comings of
things. Exactly the same things that
God. The first is when Jesus, the
we do. But they were so busy doing
Son of God, came to be born in
them that they failed to give any
the stable at Bethlehem. But
thought to where their lives were
today’s Mass also speaks of the
ultimately leading and what was the
final coming of Jesus at the end
goal of that life. They were very
of the world. And there is still a
busy, just like us. Maybe they were
third kind of coming we need to
very successful, maybe they made a
be aware of, namely, when God
lot of money, maybe they made
enters our lives every day. And
wonderful marriages, had lots of
we are reminded of that ongoing
exciting experiences… But, in the
contact with God especially in
end, they were not ready for the most
the celebration of the
important appointment of their lives.
sacraments, including this
The question is: how ready am I
Eucharist.
right now?
Today’s Mass actually says
So the Gospel today says, “Of two
very little about the first coming
men in the fields, one is taken, one is
of Jesus or about His birth in
left; of two women at the millstone
Bethlehem. The Scripture
grinding, one is taken, one left.” Two
readings, rather, emphasize our need to prepare for the final men, two women on the outside apparently the same, doing
coming of Jesus, whether that means the end of the world as the same work and yet there is an important difference
we know it or of the end of our own individual lives. The between them. One is prepared and one is not. Of course, in
Second Reading and the Gospel emphasize that we must our daily lives we have to work, cook food, earn our living,
prepare for that final coming of Jesus, whatever form it is take care of our families… but we must also prepare for the
going to take. The first coming of Jesus in Bethlehem is to
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PARISH CALENDAR
Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., NOV. 26

Ordinary Weekday/BVM

Rv 22: 1-7/Ps 95:1-2.
3-5.6-7ab/Lk 21:34-36

3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: For the People

SUN., NOV. 27
Is 2: 1-5/ Ps 122: 1-2.
3-4. 4-5. 6-7. 8-9/
Rom 13: 11-14/ Mt
24: 37-44

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: Christine Marie Hessling
[The Hessling Family]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: INT: Mary McKenzie
[Noreen Burnett]
10:30 am Youth Group Meeting—PC
6:00 pm Advent Potluck—FFH
6:45 pm Advent Vespers—Church

MON., NOV. 28

Advent Weekday

Is 4: 2-6/ Ps 122: 1-2.
3-4b. 4cd-5. 6-7. 8-9/
Mt 8: 5-11

12:10 pm Mass: Ida Gaino
[Deborah Burch]
3:30-5:00 pm Religious Ed Grades 1-8 meet at PC
4:00 pm 1-2nd Grade Tour Church with Fr. Bosco

TUES., NOV. 29 Advent Weekday
8:30 am Mass: Douglas Muldoon
[Betty Cummings]

Is 11:1-10/ Ps 72:12.7-8. 12-13.17/ Lk
10:21-24

WED., NOV. 30

St. Andrew (feast)

Rom 10: 9-18/ Ps 19:
8. 9. 10. 11/ Mt 4: 1822

8:30 am Mass: Karen Jenter
[Betty Cummings]

THUR., DEC. 1

5:45 pm Children’s Choir Rehearsal —Church
7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal —Church
Advent Weekday

Is 26: 1-6/ Ps 118: 1
and 8-9. 19-21. 2527a/ Mt 7: 21. 24-27

8:30 am Mass: Bishop Joseph Albers, first
bishop of the Diocese of Lansing
[St. Mary Manchester Parish]

FRI., DEC. 2

FIRST FRIDAY/Advent Weekday

Rv 20: 1-4. 11 – 21: 2/
Ps 84: 3. 4. 5-6a and 8a/
Lk 21: 29-33

8:30 am Mass: INT: Mary McKenzie
[Noreen Burnett]
9:00 am– 10:00 pm Adoration and Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament
8:00-9:00 pm Confession

SAT., DEC. 3

FIRST SATURDAY/St. Francis Xavier (memorial)

Is 30: 19-21. 23-26/ Ps
147: 1-2. 3-4. 5-6/ Mt
9: 35 – 10: 1. 5a. 6-8

8:30 am Mass: Rose Piatkoski
[Geraldine Bonkowski]
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Camilla Gates
[Her Sister-in-Law, Alice Kidd]

SUN., DEC. 4

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Is 11: 1-10/ Ps 72: 1-2.
7-8. 12-13. 17/ Rom
15: 4-9/ Mt 3: 1-12

8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: Del Maloney
[The Maloney Family]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: For the People
11:30 am Advent Family Faith Day —FFH
5:00 pm Amazing Greys Advent Service—FFH

This Week We’re Praying
for:
Russell Aiuto
Eleanor Hodges

The Repose of the Soul of:
Tom Roncoli
Don Schmenk

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI

FR. BOSCO’S ARTICLE FROM PAGE 1, continued:

final call. That is the most basic reality of our lives. If we forget
that, all our other success is actually failure.
And we do not know when the Lord will come. “If the
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief
was coming, he would have stayed awake and not let his house
be broken into…” So it is a question of being ready for any
eventuality. “Stay awake, for you do not know on what day your
Lord is coming…” The obvious question to ask is, “How are we
to prepare?” St. Paul today in the Second Reading has some
advice. “Let us give up all the things we tend to do under cover
of darkness and live decently as people do in the daytime.” I
guess there are dark areas in all of our lives. Things we do, things
we say, things we think, the indulging of our lower and selfcentered appetites; things which we would not like other people
to know about because they are quite wrong. They do no good to
me or to others.
Concentrate on today, on the present hour, the present
situation and respond to it in truth and love and the future will
take care of itself. Then we do not have to fear no matter when
Jesus makes His final call. Because we know He is going to
say: “Come, My friend. I want to call you now; I want to share
with you My life that never ends.” And we will respond: “Yes,
Lord, I am ready. I have been waiting for you all this time.” 
A R E A

N E W S

Visit Aquinas College in Grand Rapids. All high school juniors
and seniors interested in visiting their beautiful campus are
invited to come and discover what life at AQ is all about. Get the
inside scoop on academics, athletics, scholarships, service
learning, study abroad, and more. Friday, December 2nd:
General AQ Day (open to all academic majors) Saturday,
December 10th: Athletic AQ Day (open to student-athletes) For
more details or to register visit aquinas.edu/undergraduate
Christmas Bazaar - The Altar Society of St. Mary—Pinckney
will be hosting this holiday craft show on Saturday, December
3rd. Contact Mary at 734-878-6563 if you would like to rent a
table for your crafts or if you have questions.
St. John’s Vendor/Craft Show will be held on Saturday,
December 3rd from 9 am-3 pm. 405 E. North St., Jackson MI
49202. Admission is $2.
Hundred Fold Workshop: Creating a Culture of Vocations is
being offered at the Cathedral Parish Center, Saturday,
December 3rd. All Catholics interested in helping to promote
vocations are invited. This event is free.
Advent Joy: God is Visiting His People will be offered
Saturday, December 10th by Tony Sperendi at the St. Francis
Retreat Center in DeWitt. This all day retreat includes Mass and
lunch for $30. For info or registration call 517-669-8321.

For more news, including events in parishes throughout the area, please visit our website: stmarymanchester.org
NEED HELP?
ALTERNATIVES TO
ABORTION:

Right-to-Life MI Hotline
1-800-57WOMAN
Or visit www.optionline.org

NEED HELP? “AA” group
meets Friday & Sunday nights
at 7:00 pm in the Emanuel
church kitchen.

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic
(endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support
group for those struggling with same sex
attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a separate
support group for families and friends.
Call 517-342-2596

NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL

(post-abortion reconciliation and
healing) Call the confidential
phone line:
517-993-0231 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI
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Advent Begins
Advent begins today, Sunday, Nov. 27th
and marks the beginning of a period of
devout and joyful expectation! Here are
some Advent items to note:
Solemn Vespers: St. Mary will celebrate
Solemn Vespers today , the First Sunday
of Advent, November 27th at 6:45
pm preceded by a potluck in the Fr. Fisher
Hall at 6 pm. Vespers will take place in the
church with beautiful music provided by
the choir and additional vocalists. The
dinner is open to all families and
individuals of the parish.
Magnificat Advent Companion: Be
sure to pick up a copy of this prayerful
devotional publication with daily
reflections for the Advent season. They will
be available in the vestibule.
Christmas Decorations: We will again
have the opportunity to purchase poinsettias
to honor our loved ones during the
Christmas Masses. Each poinsettia will be
labeled with the name(s) of your loved one
(s). Your poinsettia will decorate the altar
for two weeks, after which you may take it
home. The cost is $13.00 each and order
forms are in the vestibule. The deadline for
ordering is Dec 16th. Checks can be made
out to The Flower Garden.
Giving Tree: A long-standing tradition at
St. Mary’s each Christmas is to remember
the residents of St. Louis Center with gifts.
We have been asked to make donations of
arts and crafts supplies. A large box is in
the vestibule marked “St. Louis Center” in
which you may place your gifts. We will
take gifts through the Fourth Sunday of
Advent.
Advent Prayer Service: The Amazing
Greys senior group will be gathering on
Sunday, December 4th for their annual
Advent Candlelight Dinner and Prayer
Service. If you have reserved your spot,
remember that festivities begin at 5pm.

Calling all Ladies
The Altar Society needs some help ~ by
now, all ladies 21 years and older, if a
registered parishioner, have received the
annual Holiday Letter with tickets. There is
a decorated box in the vestibule to submit
ticket stubs and money and wreath orders,
as well. We will again do a Bake Sale at the
Manchester United Methodist Church on
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Dec. 3rd, Christmas in the Village. We are
looking for someone to handle the take-in
on Friday evening from 5-8 and then people
to handle the sale on Saturday. Please call
Amanda Walz at 517-605-2648 or Marja
Warner at 428-9506.

Your Parish Choir Needs You
Dear St. Mary parishioners,
Fr. Bosco recently asked me to make a
direct request to you at the end of Mass on
behalf of our parish choir. The choir needs
more singers, especially men, to join. This
need becomes particularly great around the
Christmas and Easter seasons when the
choir plays an important role in the
beautiful liturgies for Vespers, Midnight
Mass, Holy Week and the Easter Triduum.
During these times of year, the choir
practices once a week on Wednesday
evenings in the choir loft. Outside these
times, the choir generally practices and
sings at the 10:30 Sunday Mass twice a
month. The choir takes a summer break
during the months of June and July. As you
can see, being a part of St. Mary Adult
Choir is not a huge commitment, but it is of
huge importance for the beauty of our
liturgies. There is also a Children's Choir
that sings on Christmas Day and Easter
Sunday. Please, step forward and get
involved in this important parish ministry.
Thank you.

Children’s Liturgy
Children's Liturgy is being offered during the
10:30 Masses for the months of November
and December for children age 4 until they
receive First Communion.

Donate Online
There is now the option for you to make your
weekly stewardship donation online via “my
Eoffering.” If you would like to use this
service, look for the green ‘Donate Now’
button to create an account. You may use this
option as often as you like and from any
computer or mobile device. Call the Parish
Office with any questions.

Give the Gift of Sound
If you or your family members have hearing
aids that you no longer need, they might be
useful for someone in need. There is now a
box on the shelf in the entryway of the
church to collect your unwanted devices.

Sanctuary
Lamps
are burning this week for:
1) Repose of the Soul of
 Eva Schmitt
(Jim and Marja Warner)

Parish Family Birthdays
Nov 26......... Nancy Walkowe
Nov 27 ......... Bob Laskowski
Nov 28 ......... Richard Fahey
Dec 3 ............ Douglas Scaglione
Dec 3 ............ Geraldine Bonkowski

St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY
COLLECTION
Sunday, November 13, 2016
Sunday Envelopes ...........$4,588.60
Loose Cash & Checks ........$581.55
Welcome Envelopes .............$44.00
Kids’ Envelopes .....................$2.53
Christmas Décor ..................$50.00
Weekly toward budget.....$5,266.68
Weekly goal.....................$5,300.00
Amt. BELOW goal................$33.32
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Building and Maintenance .$150.00
Campaign Human Dev.........$20.00
Poor Box..............................$28.68
Votive Candle Receipts ........$43.13

To each and every one of you,
my parishioners I extend a
sincere thanks for your great
generosity. I could never have
imagined that you would give
me the gift of airfare to India. I
will keep you all in my prayers
throughout my trip. -Fr. Bosco

