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We are ALL Called

BY DEACON DENNIS WALTERS
wo weeks ago, Fr. Bosco, I, and several others from to address these goals. Over the last year, it has sponsored
St. Mary’s attended the biennial diocesan assembly, several opportunities where parishioners can renew and
“Called by Name,” near Lansing. [Last week, you watched deepen their relationship with the Lord, such as the recent
a video in which the bishop summarized his vision for it.] I men’s retreat and the currently ongoing “Walking Toward
want to spend a few minutes catching you up with what Eternity” series. One small discipleship group of men has
formed and meets about once a month; we need more such
happened and what it means for us.
This assembly began the second phase of a three-phase groups. Although the parish has a functioning prayer chain
strategy for evangelization. You may recall that two years for individual requests, we could use a group of parishioners
ago the diocese held a similar convocation in Brighton, whose sole function is to pray for Fr. Bosco and the parish
which marked the first phase of that strategy: to “Equip as a whole. As for a welcoming environment, our parish’s
Parishes for a New Evangelization.” Its focus was on parish physical layout limits what we can offer; but even so, we
renewal by establishing, renewing, or strengthening our can always improve.
personal relationships with Jesus Christ; because,
The recent “Called by Name” assembly kicked off the
realistically, we can’t bring others to a relationship with second evangelization phase. Whether the goals of the first
assembly were met or not, this one builds on them so as to
Him if we aren’t living one ourselves.
“Equipping Parishes for a New Evangelization” meant equip parishes and individuals to reach beyond their current
working on four areas: providing an intercessory prayer membership — specifically, to bring back to the Church
ministry, presenting at least two “encounter opportunities” those who have abandoned the Catholic faith. Like the first
per year for parishioners, creating a welcoming environment convocation, this assembly is structured around four core
within the parish community, and forming small activities, called the “four pillars” of evangelization.
But before describing what those “pillars” are, I’d like
discipleship groups.
to
make
an initial comment.
In response, St. Mary’s formed an Evangelization Team
The word “evangelization” is one of those “church
words” that puts people off. It’s something Protestants do,
not Catholics. It makes us uncomfortable: “Don’t look at
me, I’m not an evangelizer. I wouldn’t know what to
say.” It confronts us with our ignorance of the faith: “What
if somebody asks me a question I can’t answer?” It makes
us hope that living a good Catholic life will be enough to
send the message, so we wouldn’t have to say anything. Let
the professional evangelists handle it.
I know these concerns. I struggle with them myself —
and I’m one of the so-called “professionals.” But when St.
Paul said, “Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel,” I
realize that he wasn’t speaking only for himself. If God will
hold him accountable, He will hold you and me
Thank you to Donna Hnizdor for donating Halloween
candy. Over 300 children visited. Thank you also to Melissa
accountable, too. Pope Benedict XVI once wrote, “The
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Yekulis for helping to pass the candy out.
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Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., NOV. 5
Phil 4: 10-19/ Ps 112:
1b-2. 5-6. 8a and 9/
Lk 16: 9-15

Ordinary Weekday/BVM/First Saturday
8:30 am Mass: INT: Mary McKenzie
[Noreen Burnett]
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: William Boyd
[The Boyd Family

SUN., NOV. 6

THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME

2 Mc 7: 1-2. 9-14/ Ps
17: 1. 5-6. 8. 15 (15b)/
2 Thes 2: 16 – 3: 5/
Lk 20: 27-38

8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: Rita O’Dowd
[Noreen Burnett]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: For the People
12:00 pm Holy Communion Class—PC
Youth Group Jamboree—Lansing

MON., NOV. 7
Ti 1: 1-9/ Ps 24: 1b-2.
3-4ab. 5-6/ Lk 17: 1-6

Ordinary Weekday

12:10 pm Mass: Deceased Members of the
Shurtliff Family
[Janet and William Shurtliff]
3:30-5:00 pm Religious Ed Grades 1-8 meet at PC

TUES., NOV. 8

Ordinary Weekday

Ti 2:1-8.11-14/ Ps 37:
3-4.18 and 23.27 and
29/ Lk 17: 7-10

8:30 am Mass: Douglas Muldoon
[Kris Kanta]

WED., NOV. 9

Dedication of the Lateran Basilica in Rome (feast)

Ez 47:1-2. 8-9. 12/ Ps
46: 2-3. 5-6. 8-9/ 1
Cor 3: 9c-11. 16-17/
Jn 2: 13-22

8:30 am Mass: Wilbur and Polly Scully
[Denise Dresch, their daughter]

Phlm 7-20/ Ps 146: 7.
8-9a. 9bc-10/ Lk 17:
20-25

8:30 am Mass: Deceased Members of the
LaBeau Family
[Janet and William Shurtliff]

4:00 pm Staff Meeting—FFH
7:00 pm Parish Pastoral Council Meeting—FFH
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal for Advent Vespers—Church
THUR., NOV. 10 St. Leo the Great (memorial)

FRI., NOV. 11

St. Martin of Tours (memorial)

2 Jn 4-9/ Ps 119: 1. 2.
10. 11. 17. 18/ Lk 17:
26-37

8:30 am Mass: Alexander Brendan Doyle
[John and Tina Doyle and Family ]

SAT., NOV. 12

St. Josaphat (memorial)

3 Jn 5-8/ Ps 112: 1-2.
3-4. 5-6/ Lk 18: 1-8

3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: MJ Kidd, 15th

SUN., NOV. 13

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME

Mal 3: 19-20a/ Ps 98:
5-6. 7-8. 9/ 2 Thes 3:
7-12/ Lk 21: 5-19

8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: For the People
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: Joseph and Helen Germek
[Martin and Kathy Brogeley]
11:30 am Youth Group—PC

Anniversary
[Alice Kidd]

A R E A

N E W S

Brats & Dogs Dinner will be held at Sharon United Methodist
Church Saturday, Nov. 12th 4:30-7:00 pm. Dine in or carry out.
Keeping Your Hope and Joy during Increasingly Turbulent
Times will be presented by Charlie Johnson at the American
Legion Hall, 3200 Lansing Ave. Jackson, MI on Wednesday,
November 9, 2016, at 7:00 pm, starting with a Rosary at 6:30 pm.
Email questions to: tnrs.michigan@gmail.com.

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI

DEACON DENNIS’ ARTICLE FROM PAGE 1, continued:

mission of proclaiming the word of God is the task of all the
disciples of Jesus Christ based on their baptism. No believer in
Christ can feel dispensed from this responsibility.” Or, to quote
Bishop Boyea, “Seeking out the lost sheep is not primarily the
responsibility of the priest or the deacon. It is primarily the task
of the neighbor, of the relative, of the friend.”
The “four pillars” of evangelization are things anyone can
do; and while some may take a little practice, they don’t require
any more knowledge of the faith than you already have. The four
pillars are: prayer, witness, invitation, and accompaniment.
Praying. St. Monica prayed for thirty years for her son
Augustine to embrace the faith, even when he went from bad to
worse. Whatever she may have tried to convince him, it took
someone else, Ambrose of Milan, to make him curious enough to
seek the faith for himself. If you’ve spent years praying for a
relative without seeing results, pray for an Ambrose.
Witnessing. If you’re still Catholic in spite of everything,
you have a story to tell. You don’t need theology, all you need is
your experience. Even if it’s not dramatic, even if it’s only your
faithful Catholic life, it’s something someone else needs to hear.
Telling your story convincingly in a short amount of time could
take some practice, so sometime this coming year, the
Evangelization Team will offer practice opportunities.
Inviting. One reason ex-Catholics give for not returning to
the faith is that no one asked them to. If you know a neighbor,
co-worker, or friend who is an ex-Catholic, invite them to
something. It could be to your home for dinner, or to the Ice
Cream Social, or some other event at the church. Invite them to
come to Mass with you. The worst they can do is say no. And if
they do, invite them to something else. Anyone can do that.
Accompaniment. This simply amounts to becoming a friend
and maintaining the friendship during their Christian journey.
Even if they’re interested in Christianity but not in Catholicism,
stick with them. Share your faith with them and let them share
theirs with you. Be with them when they’re in trouble.
The Mass ends with the command, “Go and announce the
Gospel of the Lord!” There’s more to that command than the
word “Go.” The Gospel of the Lord can be very effectively
announced simply by doing these four things: praying,
witnessing, inviting, and accompanying. 
"Becoming a Saint: Our Deepest Calling" is being offered by Tony
Sperendi at St. Francis Retreat Center, Wednesday, November 9th.
All saints had a past, and all sinners have a future. Come see how you
too can become a saint through the mercy and love of Christ. The cost
is $30 and includes morning coffee and snacks, Mass, lunch, and
materials. Contact the retreat center for more information at
www.stfrancis.ws or 517-669-8321.

For more news, including events in parishes throughout the area, please visit our website: stmarymanchester.org
NEED HELP?
ALTERNATIVES TO
ABORTION:

Right-to-Life MI Hotline
1-800-57WOMAN
Or visit www.optionline.org

NEED HELP? “AA” group
meets Friday & Sunday nights
at 7:00 pm in the Emanuel
church kitchen.

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic
(endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support
group for those struggling with same sex
attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a separate
support group for families and friends.
Call 517-342-2596

NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL

(post-abortion reconciliation and
healing) Call the confidential
phone line:
517-993-0231 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI
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Tribute to Veterans

Calling all Ladies

St. Mary’s will be honoring veterans
during the weekend Masses of November
12/13. A special tribute will be offered on
their behalf for all they have given to this
country.

The Altar Society needs some help ~ by
now, all ladies 21 years and older, if a
registered parishioner, have received the
annual Holiday Letter with tickets. There is
a decorated box in the vestibule to submit
ticket stubs and money and wreath orders,
as well. We will again do a Bake Sale at
the Manchester United Methodist Church
on Dec. 3rd, Christmas in the Village. We
are looking for someone to handle the takein on Friday evening from 5-8 and then
people to handle the sale on Saturday.
Please call Amanda Walz at 517-605-2648
or Marja Warner at 428-9506.

Amazing Greys Meeting
The Amazing Greys senior group plans to
meet on Monday, November 14th for the
12:10 mass followed by a potluck luncheon
in the Father Fisher Hall. The main topic of
discussion will be planning for our third
annual Advent Service scheduled for
Sunday, December 4th at 5:00 pm, also in
the Father Fisher Hall. Please contact
Susan Kensler at 428-7642, with questions
about attending

Your Parish Choir Needs You
Dear St. Mary parishioners,
Fr. Bosco recently asked me to make a
direct request to you at the end of Mass on
behalf of our parish choir. The choir needs
more singers, especially men to join it.
This need becomes great particularly
around the Christmas and Easter seasons
when the choir plays an important role in
the beautiful liturgies for Vespers,
Midnight Mass, Holy Week and the Easter
Triduum. During these times of year, the
choir practices once a week on Wednesday
evenings in the choir loft. Outside these
times, the choir generally practices and
sings at the 10:30 Sunday Mass twice a
month. The choir takes a summer break
during the months of June and July. As you
can see, being a part of St. Mary adult
choir is not a huge commitment, but it is of
huge importance for the beauty of our
liturgies. There is also a children's choir
that sings on Christmas Day and Easter
Sunday. Please, step forward and get
involved in this important parish ministry.
I will be in the back of the church after
Mass to invite parishioners to take a quick
tour of the choir loft and to pass out the
choir rehearsal schedule from this month
through Christmas. Thank you.

VBS Fundraiser Needs You
Volunteers are needed for the Vacation
Bible School Fundraising Dinner at
Emanuel Church on Wednesday,
November 16th. Please stop by the signup
sheet in the vestibule and put your name
down to bake for or staff this fundraiser.

Children’s Liturgy
Children's Liturgy is being offered during
the 10:30 Masses for the months of
November, and December for children
ages 4-8.

Donate Online
There is now the option for you to make
your weekly stewardship donation online via
“my Eoffering.” If you would like to use
this service, look for the green ‘Donate
Now’ button to create an account. You may
use this option as often as you like and from
any computer or mobile device. Call the
Parish Office with any questions.
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The Altar Flowers
for the week of
SUNDAY, NOV 6TH
In Memory of

Robert Hagerman

are sponsored by
Kathleen Hagerman and Family

Parish Family Birthdays

Nov 6............Susan Tervo
Nov 7............Aidan Doyle
Nov 7............Denise Nesteruk
Nov 7............Shannon Fleck
Nov 9............Dianna Roberts
Nov 10..........Matthew Burch
Nov 11 ...........Donna Hnzidor
Nov 11 ...........Suzanne Schoendorff
Nov 13 ..........Ingeborg Roncoli

St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY
COLLECTION
Sunday, October 23, 2016
Reports unavailable at press time.
Please look for detailed reports in
the November 13th edition

This Week We’re Praying for:
June Faubion
Mary Zavicar, Mother of
Marybeth Redmon

The Repose of the Soul of:
Tom DeFord
Ed Haller
David Natalie
Eva Schmitt

Early Bulletin Deadlines
In consideration of the Thanksgiving
Holiday, the bulletin deadline for the Nov.
20th edition will be Monday, Nov 7th. For
the Nov 27th edition, the deadline will be
Monday, Nov. 14th. Please plan in
advance if you need items included in the
bulletin for these dates.

Pray, Reflect, and Discern as Election 2016 Approaches
Preparing to cast your vote can be an overwhelming responsibility,
especially so in this election cycle when the country appears to be so
strongly divided. The Catholic voter needs to be educated on the issues to
be able to make voting decisions calmly and rationally, with an informed
conscience. It is important that you vote this election season. Don't be
guided by emotion, but study the party platforms carefully, and prayerfully
compare them to the teachings of Christ and His Church.

Sanctuary
Lamps
are burning this week for:
1) All Veterans, Living and
Deceased
(Gerald and Mary Shaw)
2) Wanda Antieau
(Her sister, Clara Scheurman)

Our men's retreat was a wonderful experience
enjoyed by all. Our guest speaker, Paco Gavrilides,
was dynamic and inspirational, and the fellowship
between Catholic men was very comforting. To all
that made the retreat happen, a special thanks.
Martin Brogley

