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Let Christ Enter Your Life

BY FR. BOSCO PADAMATTUMMAL
Today’s readings are about God’s love and mercy for strange thought crossed his mind. ‘What would have
everyone. In the Gospel of Matthew we hear Jesus was happened to me if I had used power and energy for good
criticized for calling another tax collector, Matthew, as a rather than for evil?’ The thought completely changed his
disciple and having a meal with Matthew’s tax collector mind. For a long time he just lay there thinking about it. He
colleagues. Jesus had said: “People who are well do not began to think about Jesus, who seemed to be sitting at his
need a doctor, but only those who are sick. Go and find out side and looking into his eyes as if he were trying to enter
what is meant by the scripture which says: ‘It is compassion his soul. In all his life Daily had never felt such love. Then
that I want, not animal sacrifices.’ I have not come to call all the people Daily had hurt in his life seemed to parade
respectable people, but outcasts.” (Mt 9:12-13) In this through his mind and as they did Daily poured out love on
reading, in Zacchaeus we see probably the most prominent them which seemed to heal their hurts. That experience
changed Daily completely. Before the experience he was a
outcast in Jericho come to the mercy of God.
hardened criminal filled with hatred; after he was a new
One of the pioneers of prison reform in the United
man filled with love. Eventually Daily was released from
States was a converted criminal named Starr Daily. The
prison and began a career of speaking and writing to
story behind Daily’s conversion is as strange as it is
promote prison reform. Commenting on Daily’s remarkable
beautiful. When Daily was sentenced to prison for the third
conversion, Peter Marshall, the chaplain to Congress, said,
time in his life the judge said to him, “ More punishment is
”Starr Daily is the best living proof I have ever seen that a
not what you need but I don’t know what else to do in your
new creature in Jesus Christ is not just the old man patched
case.” During Daily’s third stay in prison, his behavior got
up but an altogether new man.”
so bad that he ended up in solitary confinement. One day,
while he was lying on the ice-cold floor of that “hole,” a
How do the stories of Daily and Zacchaeus apply to our
own lives? Both stories remind us of something we tend to
forget - Jesus wants to enter our lives and changes us for the
better, but Jesus won’t force Himself upon us just as He did
not force Himself upon Daily and Zacchaeus. He leaves us
free to make our own decisions. Now let us look more
closely at Zacchaeus: his search and his salvation. He is
characterized in 3 ways: he was a Jew, a chief tax collector,
and he is wealthy. In spite of having that singular privilege
of being the son of Abraham somewhere in his life; because
of his profession, he lost the prerogative of that privilege.
Now he was branded a common sinner. He is not simply a
tax collector but a chief tax collector; that made his
condition all the more worse. In spite of his wealth and
official status he was still looked down upon by fellow
Jews. His littleness was something more than physical. He
was nobody, he had wealth but not salvation, he had money
The Diocesan Assembly, Called by Name, was held Oct. 21-22 in
but not respect, and he had riches but not righteousness. So
Dimondale. Several parishioners attended. To engage us all in
the new evangelization, they will be sharing what they learned.
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Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., OCT. 29
Phil 1:18b-26/Ps 42:2.
3.5cdef/ Lk 14:1.7-11

Ordinary Weekday/BVM
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Ted and Esther Kuyda
[Gerald and Mary Shaw]

SUN., OCT. 30

THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME

Wis 11: 22 – 12: 2/ Ps
145: 1-2. 8-9. 10-11.
13. 14/ 2 Thes 1: 11 –
2: 2/ Lk 19: 1-10

8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: For the People
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: INT: Mary McKenzie
[Noreen Burnett]
11:30 am Family Faith Day—FFH

MON., OCT. 31

Ordinary Weekday

Phil 2: 1-4/ Ps 131:
1bcde. 2. 3/ Lk 14:
12-14

No 12:10 pm Mass Today
3:30-5:00 pm Religious Ed Grades 1-8 meet at PC
7:00 pm Vigil Mass: Rita O’Dowd
[Noreen Burnett]

TUES., NOV. 1

Solemnity of All Saints—Holy Day of Obligation

Rv 7: 2-4. 9-14/ Ps 24:
1b-2. 3-4ab. 5-6/ 1 Jn
3: 1-3/ Mt 5: 1-12a

8:30 am Mass: Lucas Millenbach
[The Achtenberg Family]
7:00 pm Mass: For the People

WED., NOV. 2
Wis 3:1-9/ Rom 5:511 or Rom 6: 3-9/ Jn
6: 37-40

Commemoration of Faithful Departed (All Souls)

8:30 am Mass: Keitha Ann Wilkinson
[Dianne Schwab]

THUR., NOV. 3

10:00 am Blessing of Graves—St. Mary Cemetery
7:00 pm Mass: Deceased Members of K of C
[Knights of Columbus]
Ordinary Weekday/St. Martin de Porres (opt. mem.)

Phil 3: 3-8a/ Ps 105:
2-3. 4-5. 6-7/ Lk 15:
1-10

8:30 am Mass: Deceased Members of the
Shurtliff Family
[Janet and William Shurtliff]

FRI., NOV. 4

St. Charles Borromeo (memorial) /First Friday

8:30 am Mass: Rita O’Dowd
[Noreen Burnett]
Exposition and Adoration until 10:00 pm
8:00 pm Confession
SAT., NOV. 5
Ordinary Weekday/BVM/First Saturday
Phil 4: 10-19/ Ps 112: 8:30 am Mass: INT: Mary McKenzie
1b-2. 5-6. 8a and 9/
[Noreen Burnett]
Lk 16: 9-15
3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: William Boyd
[The Boyd Family
SUN., NOV. 6
THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME
2 Mc 7: 1-2. 9-14/ Ps 8:00-8:15 am Confession
17: 1. 5-6. 8. 15 (15b)/ 8:30 am Mass: Rita O’Dowd
2 Thes 2: 16 – 3: 5/
[Noreen Burnett]
Lk 20: 27-38
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: For the People
12:00 pm Holy Communion Class—PC
Youth Group Jamboree—Lansing
Phil 3: 17 – 4: 1/ Ps
122: 1-2. 3-4ab. 4cd5/ Lk 16: 1-8
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Manchester Community Volunteers are being honored on
Friday, Nov. 4th at St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea. To purchase tickets,
please contact the CRC at 734-428-7722.
Brats & Dogs Dinner will be held at Sharon United Methodist
Church on Saturday, Nov. 12th from 4:30-7:00 pm.

For more news, including events in parishes throughout
the area, please visit our website:
stmarymanchester.org
NEED HELP?
ALTERNATIVES TO
ABORTION:

Right-to-Life MI Hotline
1-800-57WOMAN
Or visit www.optionline.org

NEED HELP? “AA” group
meets Friday & Sunday nights
at 7:00 pm in the Emanuel
church kitchen.

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI

FR. BOSCO’S ARTICLE FROM PAGE 1, continued:

there was a kind of desperation in his search; when he could not
see Jesus because of his short stature he climbed a tree to have a
glimpse of Jesus.
Dear friends, to achieve anything in life we need three
things: A) Determination: we need to set and clearly visualize
our goals. What is it that we need in life? What is that which we
need to achieve? Our goal must be clear, Zacchaeus was very
clear in his approach, by all means he wanted to see Jesus. B)
Dedication: nothing great has ever been achieved with halfhearted measures in life. His shortness and his public hostility
were his two disadvantages to see Jesus. So he climbed a tree
that is the dedication - in spite of these disadvantages; he made
efforts to see Jesus. C) Discipline: it is very important for any
achievement; discipline corrects the baseness of worldly
passions, fortifies the heart with virtuous principles, enlightens
the mind with use of knowledge and furnishes with enjoyment
from within. It is the right knowledge of when, where, why, how
much of anything in life. Zacchaeus knows that to retain Jesus he
had to give up some of his ill-gotten wealth, therefore, he said to
Jesus, ‘I am going to give half of my wealth to the poor and if I
have cheated anybody I will pay him back four times the
amount.’ It was wonderful that he welcomes Jesus immediately.
Jesus was on His last journey to Jerusalem, He would not pass
through Jericho again, and if Zacchaeus had not welcomed Him,
then he would never have met Him. This is his last chance and
the only chance and he grabbed it and got saved. Jesus said to
him, “today salvation has come to this house.”
My dear brothers and sisters, for some of us here this may be
the last time we may hear the Gospel preached to us. We are not
sure if we may again hear Jesus appealing to us. Turn to Christ
now, He is passing through Jericho and He may not pass this
way again. He may vanish beyond the hill. Like Zacchaeus, we
too should grab this moment now and invite Christ into our
hearts. 

Pray, Reflect, and Discern as Election 2016
Approaches
Preparing to cast your vote can be an overwhelming
responsibility, especially so in this election cycle when
the country appears to be so strongly divided. The
Catholic voter needs to be educated on the issues to
be able to make voting decisions calmly and
rationally, with an informed conscience. It is
important that you vote this election season. Don't be
guided by emotion, but study the party platforms
carefully, and prayerfully compare them to the
teachings of Christ and His Church.

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic
(endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support
group for those struggling with same sex
attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a separate
support group for families and friends.
Call 517-342-2596

NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL

(post-abortion reconciliation and
healing) Call the confidential
phone line:
517-993-0231 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, Manchester, MI

P A R I S H

Family Faith Day
Our first “Family Faith Day” is today
Sunday, October 30th, followqqing the
10:30 mass. Please join the fun in the
Father Fisher Hall.

All Souls' Day is Wednesday
The Commemoration of All the Faithful
Departed, all Souls Day, falls on
Wednesday, Nov. 2 and will be celebrated
at St. Mary's with two Masses: 8:30 am
and 7:00 pm. "The souls of the just are in
the hands of the Lord."
There will also be a special Blessing of
Graves at St. Mary Cemetery (just west of
the Village ) on Wednesday, Nov. 2, at
10:00 am. All are encouraged to come to
this special service, when we will pray
especially for all our brothers and sisters
who rest in our parish cemetery.
Finally, let us not forget that during
November, Holy Mother Church calls on
each of us "to remember our brothers and
sisters who have gone to their
rest" (Eucharistic Prayer II) in a special
way. You are invited to inscribe the names
of your beloved deceased in the Book of
Eternal Life after Mass.

Calling all Ladies
The Altar Society needs some help ~ By
now, all ladies 21 years and older, if a
registered parishioner, have received the
annual Holiday Letter with tickets. There is
a decorated box in the vestibule to submit
ticket stubs and money and as well as
wreath orders. We will again do a Bake
Sale at the Manchester United Methodist
Church on Dec. 3rd, Christmas in the
Village. We are looking for someone to
handle the take-in on Friday evening from
5-8 and then people to handle the sale on
Saturday. Please call Amanda Walz at 517605-2648 or Marja Warner at 428-9506.
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VBS Fundraiser Needs You
Volunteers are needed for the Vacation
Bible School Fundraising Dinner at
Emanuel Church on Wednesday,
November 16th. Please stop by the signup
sheet in the vestibule and put your name
down to bake for or staff this fundraiser.

Children’s Liturgy
Children's Liturgy is being offered during
the 10:30 Masses for the months of
October, November, and December for
children ages 4-8. They will hear the daily
readings at their level, and complete a
reflection activity and prayer inspired by
the Directory for Masses with Children.
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The Altar Flowers
for the week of
SUNDAY, OCT 30TH
are sponsored by
Tim and Kim Gouwens
In Honor of

Kyle’s and Tyler’s Birthday

Parish Family Birthdays
Oct 30.......... Donna Schmenk
Oct 31 ........... Betty Cummings
Oct 31 ........... Francis Pohs
Nov 1 ............Luke Kominars
Nov 1 ............Rosemary Hamilton
Nov 1 ............Kyle Gouwens
Nov 1 ............Tyler Gouwens
Nov 6 ...........Susan Tervo

Donate Online
There is now the option for you to make
your weekly stewardship donation online via
“my Eoffering.” If you would like to use
this service, look for the green ‘Donate
Now’ button to create an account. You may
use this option as often as you like and from
any computer or mobile device. Call the
Parish Office with any questions.

Early Bulletin Deadlines
In consideration of the Thanksgiving
Holiday, the bulletin deadline for the Nov.
20th edition will be Monday, Nov 7th. For
the Nov 27th edition, the deadline will be
Monday, Nov. 14th. Please plan in
advance if you need items included in the
bulletin for these dates.

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service
In keeping with the Manchester tradition,
the local churches are planning an event on
Sunday, November 20th to begin the
celebration of Thanksgiving. This year’s
event will be held at Manchester United
Methodist Church.
Please mark your
calendars and plan to attend this
community-wide event.

My parents gave me many gifts
very pragmatic and wanted to
throughout my life. One of the An All Souls Day Gift save me as much stress and
BY BREEDA MILLER
most thoughtful and forward
worry at that difficult time in the
thinking gifts my mother gave
future. She didn’t want any
me was having a chat about how she wished to
conflict with siblings or others about her funeral and
be cared for at the end of her life and after her
the celebration of her life. We had a folder with her
death. She brought this up about a decade before she
other papers and all these preferences were written
actually died, so it wasn’t an emotional and upsetting
down, put away and not thought about for ten years.
conversation. In fact, I believe she felt very
When the time came, her gift gave me the peace of
empowered by the fact that she could let me know
mind and lack of worry about so many decisions.
just what she wanted and had faith that I would be
Her decision to be proactive and let her wishes be
able to make it happen. She chose her plot at the
known was another expression of love – and I will be
cemetery and was very specific about her funeral
forever grateful.
Mass. She knew the hymns she wanted, her favorite
Taking the time to speak or write clearly and honestly
prayers and said she wished that my sister-in-law
about your wishes can be one of the most thoughtful
could sing her favorite – Ave Maria. My mother was
and loving acts you can do for your family.

St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY
COLLECTION
Sunday, October 16, 2016
Sunday Envelopes ........... $3,870.00
Loose Cash & Checks........ $326.00
Welcome Envelopes ........... $373.00
eGiving .............................. $675.36
All Saints’ Day..................... $10.00
All Souls’ Day...................... $20.00
Weekly toward budget..... $5,274.36
Weekly goal .................... $5,300.00
Amt. below goal ................... $25.64
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Building and Maintenance... $40.00
World Mission ..................... $25.00
HSF ..................................... $65.00
Vincentian Mission Appeal $410.00
Poor Box.............................. $14.98
Votive Candle Receipts ........ $25.00
I wasn't really sure what to expect.
While I was a bit anxious at first, I found
everyone to be very friendly and cordial.
The speaker they had chosen was
fantastic and gave me a lot of good
material to think and pray over.
Although it was a long day, I didn't
regret the decision to go, and in fact,
feel I've made some new relationships
with some of my parish brothers.
Eric Zink, Mens Retreat Attendee

This Week We’re Praying for:
Michelle and her newborn
Adeline who is in the NICU
(daughter and granddaughter
of Gayle Antonelli)
June Faubion
Mary Zavicar, Mother of
Marybeth Redmon

The Repose of the Soul of:
Eva Schmitt

