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What Christian Men Need: Intentional Friendships
INTERNET POST BY MARCEL LEJEUNE
This article is a follow-up to one theme of our recent men’s
retreat. It has been edited for our parish bulletin.

their dad wasn’t involved in their life or they never
had an example of what male friendships ought to
be. Regardless of the reason, few men have good
Christian male role models in their life, which
means that fewer and fewer men even know what a
Christian friendship ought to look like – much less
how to live it out. Furthermore, those who may be
seeking out friendships in a church environment are
let down, because they struggle to find other men
with whom they can grow closer to Jesus, but
relationships end at the
church doors.

I had a friend in college whom I considered one of
my best friends for several years. We spent hours
together most days, playing sports, eating, hanging out,
and talking. He was a decent guy. But after I had a
conversion, became a follower of Jesus, and began
trying to be more intentional about my relationships,
we started to drift apart. It was a natural progression,
when I look back at it. He wanted to maintain the
course of our relationship at
a superficial level. I wanted
t o h av e i n t ent i o nal
2. W e
settle
for
friendships that had meaning
“brolationships”.
These
and depth. We haven’t talked
friendships center around
in many years.
sports, partying, and
This story of friendship
gene r al l y com pet i n g
is repeated over and over
against one another or
again, and not just with
nerding out over any other
guys outside the Church,
activity guys like to do. Of
but with men who are
course, there is nothing
Christian disciples too.
wrong with a little bit of
From my experience, most
friendly competition. In
men lack substantial and
true friends; they settle for The Bonkowski family generously harvested their fact, guys are hard-wired
either “bros” or “buddies.” crop of pumpkins and offered them after Masses to to be driven towards
success. But, we need to
These aren’t bad guys, but those willing to make a donation to the Parish.
temper this drive with the
other men who don’t
virtues
of
kindness,
humility,
and charity. Where are
understand intentional friendship. In reflecting on
the current state of affairs, I have noticed several friends that you can lean on and who can lean on
you? Can you pray with them? Can you talk about
trends and what we can do to push back on them.
real things that matter?
1. Men don’t know what Christian friendship
with other men looks like. This may be because 3. Too many Christian men let cowardice rule
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Mass Intentions, [Requested by], and Parish Activities
SAT., OCT. 8

Ordinary Weekday/BVM

Gal 3: 7-14/ Ps 111:
1b-2. 3-4. 5-6/ Lk 11:
15-26

3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: Paul Antonelli
[Deacon Larry and Nancy Lindsey]

SUN., OCT. 9
Gal 3: 22-29/ Ps 105:
2-3. 4-5. 6-7/ Lk 11:
27-28

TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME

8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: William Boyd
[The Boyd Family]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: For the People
11:30 am Youth Group—PC
12:00 pm Pet Blessing—Church Steps
Coffee Hour After Each Mass

MON., OCT. 10

Ordinary Weekday

Gal 4: 22-24. 26-27.
31 – 5: 1/ Ps 113: 1b2. 3-4. 5a and 6-7/ Lk
11: 29-32

12:10 pm Mass:  Rita O’Dowd
[Noreen Burnett]
3:30-5:00 pm Religious Ed Grades 1-8 meet at PC
7:00 pm Evangelization Team Meeting—FFH
7:00 pm KofC Meeting—PC

TUES., OCT. 11

Ordinary Weekday/St. John XXIII (opt. mem.)

Gal 5: 1-6/ Ps 119: 41.
43. 44. 45. 47. 48/ Lk
11: 37-41

8:30 am Mass:  Margaret Cauvin
[June Faubion]
7:00 pm “Walking Towards Eternity” —FFH

WED., OCT. 12

Ordinary Weekday

Gal 5:18-25/Ps 1:1-2.
3.4 and 6/Lk 11:42-46

8:30 am Mass:  James F Curley
[Victoria Curley and Family]

4:00 pm Staff Meeting—FFH
7:00 pm Parish Pastoral Council—FFH
THUR., OCT. 13 Ordinary Weekday
Eph 1: 1-10/ Ps 98: 1. 23ab. 3cd-4. 5-6/ Lk 11:
47-54

8:30 am Mass:  Dennis Dimond
[The Irvin Family]
7:00 pm Altar Society Meeting –FFH
7:00 pm RCIA—PC

FRI., OCT. 14

Ordinary Weekday/St. Callistus I (opt. mem.)

Eph 1:11-14/Ps 33:12.4-5.12-13/Lk 12:1-7

8:30 am Mass:  Mike Coval
[Russ and Bernita Aiuto]

SAT., OCT. 15

Teresa of Avila (memorial)

Eph 1: 15-23/ Ps 8: 23ab. 4-5. 6-7/ Lk 12:
8-12

3:30-4:30 pm Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass: INT: Francis and Mary

SUN., OCT. 16

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME

Ex 17: 8-13/ Ps 121:
1-2. 3-4. 5-6. 7-8/ 2
Tm 3: 14 – 4: 2/ Lk
18: 1-8

8:00-8:15 am Confession
8:30 am Mass: INT: Fr. Bosco
[St. Mary Altar Society]
10:00-10:15 am Confession
10:30 am Mass: For the People

Cousino 50th Anniversary
[The Cousino Family]
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Pray the Rosary
Traditionally the Church honors Mary during the month of October
under the title, Our Lady of the Rosary. Please join your Parish
Family a half an hour before each of the weekend Masses to pray
the Rosary.

Children’s Liturgy
A trial run of Children's Liturgy will be taking place during the
10:30 Masses for the months of October, November, and
December. It is for children ages 4-8 (those who have not received
First Communion). Children will be excused by Fr. Bosco before
Liturgy of the Word and will quietly return to their families during
the Presentation of the Gifts. During their time in the Fr. Fisher
Hall they will hear the daily readings at their level, and complete a
reflection activity and prayer that follows the directives given in
the Directory for Masses with Children. Participation is optional.
We look forward to working with your children to grow their faith!

Mission Appeal
Fr. Thomas Mulanjanany, VC presented us with an appeal to
support the Vincentian Congregation in India. Through your
generosity, the seminarians will be able to continue the mission of
mercy established by St. Vincent de Paul. If you were not prepared
this weekend to make a contribution, you may put your donation in
an envelope marked ‘Mission Appeal’ at any time.

Coffee Hour
Join your parish family for fellowship and refreshments after each
of the Masses next Sunday, October 9th in the Fr. Fisher Hall.

Pet Blessing
To honor St. Francis of Assisi on his feast day, Fr. Bosco will be
blessing our pets. They have been given to us as gifts from God
and need His blessings too. The blessing will take place on the
steps of the church Sunday, October 9th at 12pm.

Walking Toward Eternity
“Walking Towards Eternity” is an inspiring series designed by Jeff
Cavins with DVD presentation to help to develop and nurture our
faith life. Through daily prayer and meditation with scripture in the
small-group discussion, you will be drawn into an intimate and life
-changing encounter with Christ. This series introduces seven key
virtues and outlines practical steps for living them out in your life.
Join us for “Walking Toward Eternity” at St. Mary’s Parish in
Manchester beginning October 11th at 7 PM for 8 weeks. For
more information please call the office (734) 428-8811.

Change in Meetings
St. Mary's October Altar Society meeting will be held on Oct. 13,
the 2nd Thursday, in the FFH at 7pm and Deacon Dennis and the
RCIA group will meet up at the Parish Center at 7pm.

Donate Online
There is now the option for you to make your weekly stewardship
donation online via “my Eoffering.” If you would like to use this
service, look for the green ‘Donate Now’ button to create an account.
You may use this option as often as you like and from any computer
or mobile device. Call the Parish Office with any questions.
NEED HELP?
ALTERNATIVES TO
ABORTION:
Right-to-Life MI Hotline
1-800-57WOMAN
Or visit www.optionline.org

NEED HELP? “AA” group
meets Friday & Sunday nights
at 7:00 pm in the Emanuel
church kitchen.

NEED HELP? “COURAGE” is a Catholic
(endorsed by Diocese) spiritual support
group for those struggling with same sex
attraction. “ENCOURAGE” is a separate
support group for families and friends.
Call 517-342-2596

NEED HELP? PROJECT RACHEL

(post-abortion reconciliation and
healing) Call the confidential
phone line:
517-993-0231 or email
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org
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MARCEL LEJEUNE’S ARTICLE FROM PAGE 1, continued:

them. I am not talking about the big
things. Most men would fight to protect
their family from an intruder in their
home. But most men also don’t want to
face their inner problems with
accountability. Too many men are
scared to share their wounds, emotions,
or problems with other men. Why?
Because of some underlying insecurity
or fear. This is cowardice. Look to the
example of Jesus. He cried, he got
angry, he was tender. But, he was also
courageous, no matter the situation. He
was courageous in the little things as
well as the big ones. We need men with
courageous hearts – men who can be
held accountable and hold each other
accountable to do what they all ought to
do. Men who serve other men.

Christian men are struggling to
flourish in intentional relationships with
other Christian men. To change this, a
few things need to happen:

4. If your wife/girlfriend/woman
friend is the only one who you ever
really share life with or are
accountable to, you will most likely
end up hurting that relationship
because of it. Fact – we men need close
male friends to flourish. If we don’t
have them, we tend to dump our stuff
on the women in our lives. But only
another man can really understand what
is going on in a man’s heart. What his
temptations are, what he struggles with,
and what it’s like to be a man. Don’t
strain your relationships with the
women in your life by failing to have
good male friendships. Be a man who
can challenge others to grow into better
disciples. Be a man whom others can
challenge.

 If a man does know what Christian
friendship looks like, then he needs to
seek out other men whom he can mentor.

A R E A
Shed a Light on Hope Center Tuesday, October
18th 10:30am 518 Harriet St., Ypsilanti. Come for
a tour and bring a non-food item donation for the
pantry. All are welcome. contact Scott Wright
(734-821-2121) swright@stfrancisa2.org for more
information.
Worldwide Marriage Encounter can help if you
are looking for more understanding, closeness, and
romance in your marriage? It can renew and enrich
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The Altar Flowers
for the week of
SUNDAY, OCT 9TH
are sponsored by
Gayle Antonelli

In Memory of

Paul

Antonelli

 Men need to acknowledge the need
t o h a v e i nt e n t i o na l C h r i st i a n
relationships with other men.
 Men need to seek out other men who
are interested in building these kind of
relationships. Sometimes small groups
can be a good place to find them,
depending on the local community. But
building relationships can’t stop at merely
having a weekly meeting.
 If a man doesn’t know what Christian
friendship is supposed to look like, then
he needs to seek out someone (or a group
of men) who can mentor him.

Be the guy who is sacrificing for
and with others. Be a better friend than
you are now. Start being intentional
with other men. Take a risk. Have
some courage and be more open with a
friend and see what happens. Don’t fear
vulnerability. Jesus doesn’t.
Be more intentional in your current
friendships. Ask questions. Listen. Talk
about big ideas. Pray together. Yes,
pray together!
Lastly, pray that God places Godly
men into your life. Then be on the
lookout for them. 
N E W S
your marriage and your faith, too! A commuter
weekend is Oct. 21-23 at St. Pat’s in Brighton. For
more information visit www.wwme.org or call
Harry & Karen Porter at (888) 628-7433.
Sisters of Mary Mother of the Eucharist will be
hosting a discernment retreat for women ages 1634. Frs. Gary and Todd Koenigsknecht will be
leading the retreat October 29-30th. Please visit
sistersofmary.org to register.

For more news, including events in parishes throughout the area, please visit our website:
stmarymanchester.org

Sanctuary Lamps

are burning this week for:
1) Wanda Antieau
(Her sister, Clara Scheurman)

Parish Family Birthdays

Oct 8 .............Larry McGee
Oct 8 .............Sharon Fairbanks
Oct 10 ...........Bruce Dettling
Oct 10 ...........Daniel Burch
Oct 10 ...........Patricia Shafer
Oct 11 .............Russell Aiuto
Oct 13 ............James Fielder
Oct 14 ............Elaine Feldkamp
Oct 14 ............Harold Walkowe
Oct 16............Amelia Woods
Oct 16............Jessica Hutchison
Oct 16............Kathleen Robertson

St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church
Stewardship
WEEKLY
COLLECTION
Sunday, September 25, 2016
Sunday Envelopes ........... $3,169.60
Loose Cash & Checks ........ $148.00
Welcome Envelopes.............. $58.00
EGiving .............................. $102.89
Kids Envelopes ....................... $2.00
Weekly toward budget ..... $3,480.49
Weekly goal ..................... $5,300.00
Amt. below goal .............. $1,819.51
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS:
Building and Maintenance ... $60.00
American Evangelization ... $165.00
Poor Box .............................. $48.70
Votive Candle Receipts ........ $46.00

This Week We’re Praying for:
Ed Haller
Betsey Kripas
Barb Madaj

